
 
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Date: May 23, 2024 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR OR PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
ROLL CALL 

  Councilman Doyle present  Councilwoman Matos  present  Mayor Lee  present  
  Councilwoman Ferry  present  Councilman Nowell  present   
  Councilman Graham  present  Councilman Silvestri  present  
Also present were Attorney Goodman, Administrator Brett Bartman, Clerk Young and nine members of the 
public and press. 

 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 05/09/2024 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the May 9, 2024 regular minutes: Silvestri / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 05/09/2024 
Motion to approve the May 9, 2024 regular minutes: Silvestri / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 
Colleen Hann invited Mayor and Council to a dedication ceremony for retiring Librarian Terri Steets. Karyn 
Gove spoke about the status of Events Committee funding, and the process of being issued donated funds for 
future events. Mike Gronsky asked about the proposed idea of having an Architectural or Historic Review Board 
and about the implementation of the request. Attorney Goodman spoke about most likely having an Ordinance 
put in place, a request from the Planning Board to Council if necessary, and gauging interest with the Planning 
Board. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
A. April Administrator’s Report 
B. Retirement Letter – Theresa Steets 
C. Auction Results & Supplier Agreement Letter 

 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Consent Agenda 

 
RESOLUTION # TITLE 

Resolution - 157 - 2024 Accept Retirement of Librarian Theresa Steets 
Resolution - 158 - 2024 Appointment of Annual Reassessment Inspector 
Resolution - 159 - 2024 Calling For The Modernization of the Open Public Records Act (OPRA) and the 

Swift Passage of S-2930 A-4045 
Resolution - 160 - 2024 Consent to Assign and Transfer Subconsultant for Greeman-Pedersen Inc. for FY 

2018 SRTS Project - Downtown Connection 



Resolution - 161 - 2024 Decommissioning and Destruction of Equipment 
Resolution - 162 - 2024 Dynamic Golf Pricing 
Resolution - 163 - 2024 Interlocal Service Agreement with Lebanon Borough for Street Sweeping 
Resolution - 164 - 2024 Lien Redemption 
Resolution - 165 - 2024 Open Container Area - Criterium Race 
Resolution - 166 - 2024 Open Container Area - Soap Box Derby 
Resolution - 167 - 2024 Refund of Tax Overpayment - Wilson 
Resolution - 168 - 2024 Updated Boards and Committees 
Resolution - 169 - 2024 Veteran's Tax Exemption - Addo 
Resolution - 170 - 2024 Veteran's Tax Exemption - Galetta 
Resolution - 171 - 2024 Veteran's Tax Exemption - Leyton 
Resolution - 172 - 2024 Hunterdon Area Energy Cooperative Bid Results and Contract 

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: 
A. Ordinance 2024-016: Amendment to Update Stormwater Management 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-016: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-016 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 13, 2024. 
B. Ordinance 2024-017: Borough Building Repairs 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-017: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-017 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 13, 2024. 
C. Ordinance 2024-018: Commons Park Bathrooms 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-018: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, no ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 no 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-018 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 13, 2024. 
D. Ordinance 2024-019: Fence Repairs at the 513 Water Tank 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-019: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-019 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 13, 2024. 
E. Ordinance 2024-020: Front End Loader and Attachments – Current Fund 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-020: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-020 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 13, 2024. 
F. Ordinance 2024-021: Front End Loader and Attachments – Water Fund 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-021: Graham / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-021 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 13, 2024. 
 
 
 



G. Ordinance 2024-022: Front End Loader and Attachments – Sewer Fund 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-022: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-022 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 13, 2024. 
H. Ordinance 2024-023: Front End Loader and Attachments – Solid Waste Fund 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-023: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-023 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 13, 2024. 
I. Ordinance 2024-024: Manholes and Repairs – Sewer Fund 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-024: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-024 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 13, 2024. 
J. Ordinance 2024-025: Pickup Truck and Snowplow Attachments – Current Fund 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-025: Graham / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-025 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 13, 2024. 
K. Ordinance 2024-026: Pickup Truck and Snowplow Attachments – Water Fund 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-026: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-026 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 13, 2024. 
L. Ordinance 2024-027: Pickup Truck and Snowplow Attachments – Sewer Fund 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-027: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-027 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 13, 2024. 
M. Ordinance 2024-028: Pickup Truck and Snowplow Attachments – Solid Waste Fund 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-028: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-028 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 13, 2024. 
N. Ordinance 2024-029: Solitude House Porch Construction 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-029: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, no ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 no 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-029 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of June 13, 2024. 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: 

Councilman Doyle - Golf/Emergency Services/Finance 
Spoke about reviewing golf course repair items, dynamic pricing options, potential course savings, status of the 
barn. No further report for the Finance Committee. Read the statistics for emergency services and congratulated 
two new E.M.T. instructors. 
 
 
 



Councilwoman Ferry - Education 
Spoke about the school’s passage of the budget, the Board of Education holding Town Halls regarding 
regionalization, a possible ballot question about regionalization, and announced the date of the next school board 
meeting. 
Councilman Graham – Open Space and Recreation 
Spoke about the Recreation Committee meeting, bike rodeo event success, distributing new brochures in the 
Borough, Hunterdon Games planning items, and Criterium Race event planning for the event on August 10th. 
Andrew Schneider, Recreation Chair, spoke about event information. 
Councilwoman Matos - Historical  
Spoke about the final donations from Claire Knapp’s estate, three completed events (EVP speaker series, TISCO 
Market, railroad information walking tour), upcoming event of the Father’s Day BBQ on June 16th, planning for 
the 250th celebration of the Revolutionary War, video interview with Bill Gooley, and planning the Jazz Brunch 
event on September 15th. 
Councilman Nowell - Website/Newsletter/Social Media/Public Health/Environmental/Solid Waste/Recycling 
Spoke about the presentation of Living with Black Bears, future coyote presentation in the fall, thanks for work 
on the planters on Main Street with watering on Main to continue, new Green Team actions are planned, the 
success of the PaintOut event, Grounds For Arts event planning, volunteers needed, Memorial Day celebration 
this Saturday, and a County shred event is soon. 
Councilman Silvestri - Department of Public Works & Engineering 
Spoke about the Center Street paving project timeline, Highland Ave., Elm St., Maryland Ave., and Tisco Ave. 
water mains replacement updates, stormwater compliance updates, outflow and ditch cleaning and maintenance 
completed, thanked DPW for work at C. K. Hoffman Veterans Memorial Park, tonnage report submission to DEP, 
dog park maintenance, and Commons gazebo repairs. 
Administrator Bartman - Administrator’s Report 
Spoke about coordinating the historic trust grant, lead and copper testing notices, deer management grant, 
redevelopment agreement for 1 Main Street, agreement for 100 West Main Street, NJ Transit work under the 
bridge, painting of the train station, final upgrades for the sewer plant, PFAS class action discussions, historic and 
Safe Routes grant work, NJ Dept. of Transportation meeting for Bridge Street, affordable housing updates, 
meetings with the Teamsters, and updating the stormwater management Ordinance. 
Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services 
Spoke about the 25th anniversary event at the golf course on June 26th , Resident’s Appreciation Day on June 28th, 
meeting with the Raritan Valley Mayor’s Alliance for train ridership, Soap Box Derby on June 1st event details, 
and the energy co-op rates for potentially lower energy costs. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $1,367,228.38 
Motion to approve bill list: Nowell / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 
Colleen Hann spoke about the Women for High Bridge hosting private events in the Borough and the process of 
receiving funding from the Borough. Karyn Gove spoke about utilizing funds raised by the Events Committee 
and other events receiving funds. Mayor Lee spoke about the Borough not releasing the funds as they were 
donated to the Borough. Discussion with the Mayor and Karyn Gove ensued about the raising, and use, of funds. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion to adjourn: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: June 13, 2024 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 



ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 


