MINUTES OF
PLANNING BOARD/BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
OF HIGH BRIDGE BOROUGH

Meeting Date: April 15,2024 - Meeting Time: 7:30 P.M.
Meeting Location: 95 West Main Street, High bridge, NJ 08829

1. CALL TO ORDER:
This is a regular meeting of the Planning/Zoning Board of the Borough of High Bridge.
Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act in
that a Notice was published in the Hunterdon Review on December 27, 2023, and The Hunterdon
Democrat on December 28, 2023. Notice of and agenda for this meeting were posted on the bulletin
board in the Borough Hall.

2. FLAG SALUTE: Led by presiding officer.

3. ROLL CALL:

Brosnan, present; Conroy, present; Giordano, present; Lee, present; Mart, absent; Musnuff, present;

Nowell, present; Suozzo, present; Yu, present, Epstein, present.

Also present were Board Attorney Kevin Vanhise, Board Engineer William Burr, Board Secretary, Barbara Kinsky, Board
Alternate Tom Osborne and five members of the public.

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS: It is the policy of the Planning Board that all public comments on an issue shall be limited
to 3 minutes per person and no person may make more than one (1) comment per subject. Comments may be made on
any subject pertaining to Board issues. Comments pertaining to Public Hearings should be saved for that section of the
agenda. No debating between residents. Comments should be addressed to the Chairman and Board members at the
public microphone. NONE.

5. READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: March 18, 2024
Motion to dispense with the reading of the prior meetings’ minutes:
Motion/ Second: Lee/Brosnan Voice vote: Nine yes votes, motion passed.

Motion to approve March 18, 2024, meeting minutes. Motion/Second: Lee/ Brosnan
Brosnan, yes; Conroy, yes; Giordano, yes; Lee, yes; Mart, absent; Musnuff, yes; Nowell, yes; Suozzo, yes; Yu, yes;
Epstein, yes. 9 yes votes, motion passed.

6. Board of Adjustment NEW BUSINESS:
Public Hearing for PBapp-03-2023, 5 MacArthur St, Block 32, Lot 4, Owners/applicant: Peter Bellouny

Motion to open Public Hearing for PB-app-03-2023: Suozzo Second: Brosnan
Voice vote: seven yes votes, motion passed.

Board Attorney Kevin VanHise confirmed that all notification requirements have been met for this application. Mr.
VanHise then swore in the applicant, Mr. Peter Bellouny.

Mr. Bellouny gave a description of his proposed project. He explained that he wanted to construct a 10 x 20 foot shed
next to his garage. Mr. Bellouny explained that although a smaller shed would not require a variance, it would not suit his
needs to store the outdoor yard maintenance and recreational equipment that he owns. Due to the shape of his parcel, the
location he chose requires a set back line variance. Mr. Bellouny explained that the location for placement of the shed was
chosen as it would have the most minimal effect on the setback lines. Mr. Bellouny stated that runoff water from the
primary dwelling is managed by a corrugated drainage line buried under the ground. Mr. Bellouny stated that garbage
would be stored on the side of the shed and stated that he has no plans for exterior lighting on the shed.

Public Comments:
e Keith Milne from 4 MacArthur Street, stated concerns regarding the placement of the shed near the gas and
electric lines and how this would impact fire safety. Mr. Milne also expressed concerns regarding the size of the



shed and its proximity to the primary dwelling. He also requested that the Board consider requesting landscaping
around the shed.
e FEileen Carmella from 3 MacArthur St. stated concerns regarding the foundation of the shed and how it was going
to leveled and placed on the property.
Discussion with the Board ensued, and conditions of approval were outlined as followed:
e  Shrubs will be planted on the north side of the shed.
Trash/garbage receptacles will not be stored on the north side of the shed
The High Bridge Fire Department will review and sign off on the placement of the shed.
Utility companies will have lines marked out.
No exterior lighting will be installed on the north side of the shed.

Motion to close Public Hearing for PBapp-03-2023: Giordano Second: Brosnan
Voice vote: Seven yes votes, motion passed.

Motion to approve PBapp-03-2023 with the following conditions:
e Shrubs will be planted on the north side of the shed.
Trash/garbage receptacles will not be store on the north side of the shed
The High Bridge fire department will review and sign off on the placement of the shed.
Utilities will be marked out.
No exterior lighting will be installed on the north side of the shed.

Motion/Second: Epstein/Brosnan
Brosnan, yes; Conroy, yes; Giordano, yes; Mart, absent; Musnuff, yes; Suozzo, yes; Yu, yes; Epstein, yes.

Seven yes votes, motion passed.

The Planning Board Meeting resumes at this point.
7. PLANNING BOARD NEW BUSINESS: Sign Ordinance/sandwich board discussion.

Discussion ensued regarding the sandwich board section of the sign ordinance. Chairman Musnuff explained that
currently sandwich boards are not permitted. Some ideas being discussed:

e Sandwich boards could not be larger than 2 x 4 feet.
Would need a 4-foot clearance on any sidewalk
Sandwich boards must be put away at night
Safety walking by and around sandwich boards
Possibility of getting signage updates at The Common’s Park and the mini park to endorse Main Street
businesses.
Councilman Doyle also spoke regarding research and measurement that he took on Main Street and stated that because of
the narrowness of the sidewalks on some sections of Main Street, changes would not ensure permission to all Main Street
businesses.

Christina Whited stated that she agrees with the sidewalk clearance concern but would like consideration taken to allow
signs permitted on private property as she feels they are crucial to businesses.

8. PUBLIC COMMENTS: It is the policy of the Planning Board that all public comments on an issue
shall be limited to 1 minute per person and no person may make more than one (1) comment per
subject. Comments may be made on any subject pertaining to Board issues. Comments pertaining
to Public Hearings should be saved for that section of the agenda. No debating between residents.
Comments should be addressed to the Chairman and Board members at the public microphone. NONE

9. ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn/Suozzo Second: Brosnan Voice vote:9 yes votes, motion passed.
Next Meeting Date: May 20, 2024
Meeting Location : Rescue Squad Building, 95 West Main Street, High Bridge, NJ 08829
Meeting Time: 7:30 P.M.



