
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Date: August 15, 2024 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

  Councilman Doyle present  Councilwoman Matos present  Mayor Lee present 
  Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Nowell present  
  Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present   
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Clerk Adam Young, Administrator Brett Bartman and fifteen 
members of the public and press. Mr. Bartman joined by audio visual platform. 

 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 07/18/2024 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the July 18, 2024 regular minutes: Silvestri / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 07/18/2024 
Motion to approve the July 18, 2024 regular minutes: Silvestri / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 
Gordon Marx, Don Bardaker, and Joseph Supnet spoke in support of purchasing golf course equipment, 
supporting the Resolution for an RFP for the barn, repairs needed at the course, and increasing revenue with a 
venue. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
A. Ordinance 2024-030:  Bond Ordinance 2024 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-030: Nowell / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. Councilman Doyle spoke about the need to fund golf course 
equipment. Councilman Silvestri asked about why the bond encompasses so many items and the Police vehicle 
expenses. Mayor Lee spoke about this being done for efficiency. Councilman Doyle spoke about the addition of 
cameras being purchased in addition to the Police vehicle. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-030: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-030: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
B. Ordinance 2024-031:  Borough Hall Improvements and Equipment 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-031: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor and Councilman Doyle spoke about repairs needed at Borough Hall. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-031: Nowell / Graham 



Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-031: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
A. July Zoning Report 
B. Veterans Deduction Letter 
C. July Administrator’s Report 

 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Consent Agenda 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 208 - 2024 Acceptance of the 2023 Audit 
Resolution - 209 - 2024 Amended Historical Committee Borough Events 2024 
Resolution - 210 - 2024 Authorization of Social Affairs Permit - High Bridge Fire Department 

- Golf Outing 
Resolution - 211 - 2024 Authorization of Social Affairs Permit and Event Code Exemptions 

- For High Bridge 
Resolution - 212 - 2024 Award of Contract - Commons Bathroom 
Resolution - 213 - 2024 Award of Contract - Highland, Maryland, Elm, Tisco Water Main Improvement 

Project 
Resolution - 214 - 2024 Ch 159 - Highlands Land Use Ordinance Updates 
Resolution - 215 - 2024 Ch 159 - Highlands Stormwater Grant 
Resolution - 216 - 2024 Ch 159 - Hunterdon County Historic Preservation - West Side Porch Grant 
Resolution - 217 - 2024 Ch 159 - Redevelopment Grant - Highlands 
Resolution - 218 - 2024 Decommissioning and Destruction of Equipment 
Resolution - 219 - 2024 Emergency Authorization for Pumps 
Resolution - 220 - 2024 Lien Redemption 
Resolution - 221 - 2024 Reappointment of Clerk 
Resolution - 222 - 2024 Request for Proposal – Golf Course 
Resolution - 223 - 2024 Resolution of Support For The JCP&L Energize NJ Program 

Motion to approve the consent agenda Resolutions 208-2024 through Resolution 211-2024, Resolution 214-2024 
through Resolution 218-2024, and Resolutions 220-2024 through Resolution 221-2024: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Resolution 212-2024 – Councilman Silvestri spoke about having a not-to-exceed amount. Attorney Goodman 
spoke about the bid specifications setting the parameters. 
Motion to adopt Resolution 212-2024: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Resolution 213-2024 – Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Resolution. 
Motion to adopt Resolution 213-2024: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Resolution 219-2024 – Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Resolution. 
Motion to adopt Resolution 219-2024: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Resolution 222-2024 – Councilman Silvestri spoke about the request for proposal not addressing the club house, 
the project and golf course not offsetting tax burden to the taxpayers, the golf course not financially performing 
as originally intended, and having a more conversation about the course. 



Mayor Lee spoke about starting to see a return now, the necessity of repairs at the course, the possibility of total 
increased revenue, and reviewing the proposals. 
Motion to adopt Resolution 222-2024: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Resolution 223-2024 – Councilman Silvestri and Councilman Nowell spoke about the Resolution of support. 
Motion to adopt Resolution 223-2024: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
B. Discussion Item – Hunterdon County Proposed Four-way Stop Sign 
Motion to table Discussion Item - Hunterdon County Proposed Four-way Stop Sign: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: 
A. Ordinance 2024-032: Amending Borough Code Chapter 120 Animals 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-032: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-032 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of September 12, 2024. 
B. Ordinance 2024-033: Amending Borough Code Chapter 180-18, Fire Prevention 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-033: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-033 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of September 12, 2024. 
C. Ordinance 2024-034: Ordinance Amending The 100 West Main Street Redevelopment Plan 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-034: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-034 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of September 26, 2024. 
D. Ordinance 2024-035: Amendment to Update Stormwater Management Code 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2024-035: Ferry / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2024-035 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Hunterdon 
County Democrat along with the public hearing date of September 12, 2024. 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE 

 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $1,773,736.61 
Motion to approve bill list: Ferry / Graham 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 
Councilman Silvestri gave a Department of Public Works report. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 



ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion to adjourn: Ferry / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: September 12, 2024 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 

ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 

 


