
 
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Date: September 12, 2024 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

  Councilman Doyle present  Councilwoman Matos present  Mayor Lee present   
  Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Nowell present   
  Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present   
 Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Brett Bartman, Municipal Clerk Adam Young, Deputy Clerk Lisa 
Creamer, Borough Planner Darlene Green, and twelve members of the public and press were also present. 

 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 08/15/2024 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the August 15, 2024 regular minutes: Silvestri / Nowell 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 08/15/2024 
Motion to approve the August 15, 2024 regular minutes: Silvestri / Graham 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 
Andrew Schneider of the Recreation Committee thanked all involved for their support of the Criterion bike race 
and spoke about improvements reported from the event. Sally Ward spoke about the supporting document for the 
termination of the golf lease agreement signatures showing a conflict of interest and support for the Grounds For 
Art event. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
A. Ordinance 2024-032:  Amending Borough Code Chapter 120 Animals 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-032: Silvestri / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Administrator Bartman spoke about the intent of the Ordinance to readjust fees back to previous amounts. Alfred 
Schweikert asked for details of the amendment. Administrator Bartman spoke about the prior amendments 
adjusting the fees and this Ordinance putting the amended fees back. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-032: Nowell / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-032: Silvestri / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
B. Ordinance 2024-033:  Amending Borough Code Chapter 180-18, Fire Prevention 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-033: Nowell / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Administrator Bartman spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. Alfred Schweikert asked for further explanation. 
Clerk Young spoke about having fees by Resolution now being adopted by Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-033: Graham / Nowell 



Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-033: Silvestri / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
C. Ordinance 2024-034:  Ordinance Amending The 100 West Main Street Redevelopment Plan 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-034: Nowell / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Borough Planner Darlene Green spoke about the status of the 100 West Main Street site, the proposed 
amendments to the redevelopment plan, some inconsistencies with the master plan. Councilman Silvestri asked 
about the commercial component of the plan and asked about how many buildings may be built. Mrs. Green 
spoke about the optional commercial space and the concept plan showing one building but a second being 
optional. Councilwoman Ferry asked about unit density discussions and required reviews. Mrs. Green spoke 
about the density, required parking, impervious coverage, green buffer zone requirements, the need for a full 
review of a site plan application, and multiple entities having to do reviews. Councilwoman Matos asked about 
the size of the lot, maximum lot coverage, and if there is a basement proposed by the developers. Mrs. Green 
stated 4.275 acres, spoke about maximum lot coverage, and the concept plan still needing review to know about 
the basement. Councilman Doyle asked about A.D.A. parking and electric vehicle requirements. Mrs. Green 
spoke about the A.D.A. and electric vehicle requirements. Alfred Schweikert spoke about powers of the Planning 
Board, the shock of a large building for residents, the proposed plan changes causing issues, and urged Council 
to not adopt the amendments before speaking to the surrounding residents. Attorney Goodman and Mayor Lee 
spoke about communications with the residents and sending notifications to the residents. Andrew Schneider 
spoke about concerns with increasing unit density without increasing businesses to have services. John Sciarrino 
asked about flood zoning and environmental review. Mrs. Green spoke about the review process for flood zoning 
or the project. Mrs. Green, Attorney Goodman, and Mayor Lee spoke about the environmental conditions at the 
site and the responsibility of the owners. Sally Ward spoke about Mrs. Green and the Council doing great work 
to bring more people to the Borough. Colleen Conroy of the Planning Board spoke about Planning Boards 
discussions, having concerns with environmental impacts to residents on the bottom floor and making sure it is 
done safely, and unfinished building projects in the Borough needing to be addressed. Mayor Lee agreed. Mike 
Gronsky asked if there is a floor area ratio calculation and parking under the proposed structure. Mrs. Green 
spoke about the components which define the floor area ratio and there being no concept plan to put in under 
building parking. Lauren Hamlin asked about affordable housing obligations concerning density and negotiating 
for less density. Mrs. Green spoke about how the Borough’s obligations are calculated. Mayor Lee spoke about 
the unit density driving the sale of the property, the intent to amend the redevelopment plan, working with the 
County for review, real estate changing over time, discussions with the buyers about the redevelopment 
agreement, the site plan having conditions and needing approvals, and the potential for this project to lower taxes 
for the residents. 
Motion to adopt Resolution 224-2024 - Support Of Ordinance Amending The 100 West Main Street  
Redevelopment Plan Despite Inconsistency With Master Plan: Nowell / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, no ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 no 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-034: Nowell / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-034: Silvestri / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, no ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 no 
D. Ordinance 2024-035:  Amendment to Update Stormwater Management Code 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-035: Graham / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Silvestri spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. Administrator Bartman spoke about inserting 
additional elements with this Ordinance as required by the County. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-035: Nowell / Silvestri 



Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-035: Silvestri / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
A. July Tax Collector Report 
B. August Zoning Report 

 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Consent Agenda 

 
RESOLUTION # TITLE 

Resolution - 225 - 2024 Chapter 159 – Hunterdon County ARP Funds 
Resolution - 226 - 2024 Application to Extend Licensed Premises For Event 
Resolution - 227 - 2024 Approval For Maintenance and Repairs To Solitude House 
Resolution - 228 - 2024 Approve Borough Title VI Plan and LEP Plan 
Resolution - 229 - 2024 Waive Planning Board Application Fees and Portion of Escrow Fees 
Resolution - 230 - 2024 Approve Teamsters Local Union 469 Collective Bargaining Agreement 
Resolution - 231 - 2024 Approving Women For High Bridge Sponsored Scarecrow Decorating Contest 
Resolution - 232 - 2024 Authorization of Social Affairs Permit - Califon Fire Company - Golf Outing 
Resolution - 233 - 2024 Award of Contract - Fencing at Union Forge Park 
Resolution - 234 - 2024 Award of Contract - Police Durango 
Resolution - 235 - 2024 Borough Event Exemptions To Provisions Of Chapter 268, Article 1 
Resolution - 236 - 2024 Escrow Refund 
Resolution - 237 - 2024 Final Payment - DeMaio 
Resolution - 238 - 2024 General Borough Appointments Updated 
Resolution - 239 - 2024 Release of Bond 
Resolution - 240 - 2024 TISCO Fall Market Fees 
Resolution - 241 - 2024 Updated Boards and Committees 
Resolution - 242 - 2024 Veteran Exemption 
Resolution - 243 - 2024 Approve Proposal for Professional Preservation Consulting Services Solitude 

House North Porch 
Motion to approve the consent agenda Resolutions 225-2024 through Resolution 228-2024 and Resolutions 230-
2024 through Resolution 243-2024: Graham / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Resolution 229-2024: Waive Planning Board Application Fees and Portion of Escrow Fees 
Councilman Doyle spoke about abstaining from Resolution 229-2024 due to a conflict. 
Motion: Silvestri / Nowell 
Roll call vote: Doyle, recused ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 recusal 
B. Termination of Lease Agreement 
Mayor Lee spoke about a pending determination of the golf course property being on the open space inventory. 
Attorney Goodman spoke about discharging the lease agreement and ensuring a clear title for the golf course.  
Motion to adopt Resolution 244-2024 – Termination of Lease Agreement: Nowell / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
C. Discussion Item – Hunterdon County Proposed Four-way Stop Sign 
Administrator Bartman spoke about the Hunterdon County Engineering office responding to a request from the 
public and considering having a four-way stop sign on the Church St. and Fairview Ave. intersection, concerns 
with the proposal with the grade and weather, congestion concerns, grant funded projects incorporating the area, 
crash data requested,  



 
Mayor Lee spoke about a grant for Safe Routes to School and taking time to draft a response. 
Discussion with Mayor, Council, and the Administrator ensued about possible issues with the proposal, signage 
issues, prior discussions with the County about alternative plans, considerations for the Columbia Trail crossing,  
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: NONE 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE 

 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $603,046.40 
Motion to approve bill list: Nowell / Graham 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 
Alfred Schweikert spoke about a crash on Lansdown Road and spoke about the four-way stop making the area 
dangerous. Andrew Schneider spoke about the four-way stop not being ideal, the current pattern also not being ideal, 
and the need for action soon. Colleen Conroy asked about a traffic light at that intersection. Administrator Bartman 
spoke about engineering needing to review, prior lit signage, and the County having the ultimate decision on the 
traffic pattern. Sally Ward spoke about following Chief Bartman’s recommendation and asked people to support the 
Grounds for Arts event. Lauren Hamlin asked about having a Police Officer present when traffic patterns change. 
Administrator Bartman spoke about trying to reduce the number of times the pattern changes and waiting for the 
federal grant for the study. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion to adjourn: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: September 26, 2024 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 

ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 

 


