BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Date: September 26, 2024 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR LEE

ROLL CALL

Councilman Doyle  absent Councilwoman Matos present Mayor Lee present
Councilwoman Ferry absent Councilman Nowell  present

Councilman Graham present Councilman Silvestri  present

Present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Brett Bartman, Deputy Clerk Lisa Creamer, Clerk Adam Young and
eleven members of the public and press. Administrator Brett Bartman joined the meeting at 7:32 pm.

READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 09/12/2024

Motion to dispense with the reading of the September 12, 2024 regular minutes: Silvestri / Nowell
Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Ferry, absent ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes;
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 09/12/2024

Motion to approve the September 12, 2024 regular minutes: Nowell / Silvestri

Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Ferry, absent ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes;
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent

VISITORS: NONE

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON
Al Schweikert spoke about the formulation, need, and execution of a 1999 golf course lease agreement.
Sally Ward spoke about the status of the local hummingbirds.

PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:
A. August Tax Collector Report
B. August Administrator’s Report
OLD BUSINESS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Consent Agenda

RESOLUTION # TITLE
Resolution - 245 - 2024 | Approve Submission Of Proposal To The New Jersey Highlands Council To
Amend The Planning/Zoning Board Application Form And Ordinance
Submission Checklist
Resolution - 246 - 2024 | Authorizing Borough Event - Existing With Coyotes
Resolution - 247 - 2024 | Authorizing The Setting Of Minimum Bids For The Sale Of Surplus Personal
Property No Longer Needed For Public Use On An Online Auction Website
Resolution - 248 - 2024 | Award of Contract - Police Vehicle Equipment

Resolution - 249 - 2024 | Borough Event Exemptions To Provisions Of Chapter 268, Article 1

Resolution - 250 - 2024 | Decommissioning and Destruction and Transferring of Equipment
Resolution - 251 - 2024 | Lien Redemptions

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Nowell / Graham
Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Ferry, absent ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes;



Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: NONE

COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS:
Councilman Dovle - Golf/Emergency Services/Finance
No report given at this time.
Councilwoman Ferry — Education
No report given at this time.
Councilman Graham — Open Space and Recreation
Councilman Graham spoke about the Recreation Committee, the Criterium Race post-event statistics,
participation, thanks for those who assisted, and planning for next year’s event.
Councilwoman Matos — Historical
Councilwoman Matos spoke about the Howard Menger weekend event, upcoming TISCO Fall and Winter
Markets, and planned fall renovations at Solitude House.
Councilman Nowell - Website/Newsletter/Social Media/Public Health/Environmental/Solid Waste/Recycling
Councilman Nowell spoke about the maintenance of plantings and sign maintenance, participation at the Grounds
For Arts fest, litter monitoring, the Co-existing with Coyotes event. Spoke about the Green Team recertification at
Bronze Status for Sustainable New Jersey, Trex bench plastic recycling progress and thanks for all who assisted
with the Grounds For Arts fest along with GfA event statistics.
Councilman Silvestri - Department of Public Works & Engineering
Councilman Silvestri spoke about failed pumps at Solitude Tank and work to restore water in that area, the boil
water alert, the Center Street project status, planned storm basin repair, Union Forge Park walkway, new fence
around the playground, water main work proceeding, leaf pickup schedule to be announced, gazebo roof
replacement, mulch and painting, including crosswalks. Administrator Bartman spoke about the communications
with the Department of Environmental Protection about the boil water status.
Administrator Bartman - Administrator’s Report
Administrator Bartman spoke about the golf course request for proposal packets being sent out, finalized
Teamsters negotiations, TAP engineering proposal work, attending meetings for the Commons bathroom project
and Center Street project, water system maintenance meetings, coordinate with the Clerk for website updates for
Stormwater management, Title VI certification, attended a film ready workshop and meeting, PFAS litigation
claim updates, Solitude House North Porch proposal, S&P ratings presentation, last draft of the forestry
management plan.
Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services
Mayor Michele Lee spoke about an update on the 1 Main Street demolition continuing, 77 Main Street project
communications, and reported full approval of the proposed cannabis dispensary, the co-op energy plan, the film
ready project, and S&P ratings meeting.

LEGAL ISSUES: NONE

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. =~ Total Amount: $299,597.24
Motion to approve bill list: Nowell / Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Ferry, absent ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes;
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON:
Sally Ward praised the Grounds for Art event.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion to adjourn: Nowell/Graham

Roll call vote: Doyle, absent ; Ferry, absent ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes;
Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 absent



Next Council Meeting: October 10, 2024 - 7:30 pm — Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ

ATTEST:
Adam Young Michele Lee

Municipal Clerk Mayor



