
 
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Date: December 12, 2024 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

  Councilman Doyle present  Councilwoman Matos present  Mayor Lee present 
  Councilwoman Ferry present  Councilman Nowell present  
  Councilman Graham present  Councilman Silvestri present   
Also present were Attorney Barry Goodman, Administrator Brett Bartman, Clerk Adam Young, Deputy Clerk 
Lisa Creamer and thirteen members of the public and press. 
Mayor Lee asked for a moment of silence for the passing of Robert Bork and spoke about service information. 
 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: 11/14/2024 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the November 14, 2024 regular minutes: Silvestri / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 11/14/2024 
Motion to approve the November 14, 2024 regular minutes: 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
AWARDS: 
A. Professional – Recognition of Service – Mayor Lee, Council, and the Borough professionals thanked 

Attorney Barry Goodman for his service to the Borough. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 
Mike Gronsky spoke about the possibility of having an Architectural Review Board for Planning Board applications, 
the purpose of such a board, and polling Planning Board members about the idea. Jeff Walck read a letter requesting 
relief from landlord late fees. Mark Desire congratulated Attorney Goodman on his retirement and thanked 
Councilman Silvestri for his service to the Borough. Lisa Desire thanked Councilman Silvestri, Councilman Graham, 
and the family of Council for their service. Lauren Hamlin congratulated Attorney Goodman on his retirement and 
thanked Councilman Silvestri and Councilman Graham for their service to the Borough. Mayor Lee congratulated 
Attorney Goodman on his retirement and thanked Councilman Silvestri and Councilman Graham for their service to 
the Borough. Clerk Young read comments from Sally Ward speaking about the solstice date and ninety-seven days 
until spring. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
A. Ordinance 2024-041:  Amend Chapter 261 Parks and Playgrounds 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-041: Silvestri / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to amend Ordinance 2024-041, open times from 9am to 1pm, to 8am to 12 noon: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
 



 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-041: Nowell / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-041: Silvestri / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
B. Ordinance 2024-042:  Vacate Borough Code Chapter 219 - Library 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-042: Ferry / Silvestri 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2024-042: Silvestri / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-042: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
A. November Zoning Report 
B. November Tax Collector’s Report 
C. November Administrator's Report 

 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Consent Agenda 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 279 - 2024 Council Meeting Dates – 2025  
Resolution - 280 - 2024 Resolution Supporting Amendment Of The Fair Housing Act (FHA) As Proposed 

By The New Jersey Institute Of Local Government Attorneys (NJILGA) 
Resolution - 281 - 2024 Year End Budget Transfers 
Resolution - 282 - 2024 Approve the Amended Forestry Management Plan 
Resolution - 283 - 2024 Resolution Rescinding and Replacing Resolution 185-2024 - Salaries and Wages 
Resolution - 284 - 2024 Authorizing Colliers Engineering GIS Proposal for Water System Data Collection 

and Mapping 
Resolution - 285 - 2024 Authorizing Execution of Agreement with Colliers Engineering - Engineering 

Services for the Central Ave, Union Ave, and Hart St Improvement Project 
Resolution - 286 - 2024 Authorizing Execution of Agreement with Colliers Engineering - Engineering 

Services for the East Main Street and Highland Ave Improvement Project 
Resolution - 287 - 2024 Chapter 159 - Highlands Build-out Analysis 
Resolution - 288 - 2024 Allocation of Council Compensation 
Resolution - 289 - 2024 Emergency Management Agency Assistance (EMAA) Grant 
Resolution - 290 - 2024 Lien Redemption 
Resolution - 291 - 2024 Municipal Alliance - Form 1B - Amended 
Resolution - 292 - 2024 Refund of Tax Overpayment 
Resolution - 293 - 2024 Appointment of OEM Coordinator 

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Nowell / Graham 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: NONE 

 
 
 



COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: 
Councilman Doyle - Golf/Emergency Services/Finance 
Councilman Doyle spoke about having no report for the Emergency Services at this time, golf statistics, golf 
repairs by the Department of Public Works, budget preparation, Police Department statistics and programs, Fire 
Department statistics, thanks from Chief Sean Smith to the Council and community for support, and budget 
processes continuing. 
Councilwoman Ferry – Education 
Spoke about the Commons tree lighting event, thanked Erin Delgado for her service on the school board, 
congratulations to Greg Hodges, coming school events, thanked Councilman Silvestri and Graham for their 
service, and thanked Attorney Barry Goodman for his service. 
Councilman Graham – Open Space and Recreation 
Spoke about Nassau and flow trails being closed for maintenance, bike race logistics for next year being worked 
on, and thanked everyone for their support while on Council. 
Councilwoman Matos - Historical  
Spoke about Solitude House events, thanked all those involved with the Solitude House for their donations, time, 
and efforts, past events at the Solitude House, work progressing on the historic district nomination, thanked 
Councilman Silvestri and Graham for their service to the Borough and assistance with the Solitude House and 
grounds. 
Councilman Nowell - Website/Newsletter/Social Media/Public Health/Environmental/Solid Waste/Recycling 
Spoke about Environmental Commission litter monitoring, grants received, planter watering, Tree City 
certification, Arbor Day event and nature talks, the Green Team recertified bronze, the Creative Team events, 
reaching the recyclable plastic goal to receive a bench through the Trex program, thanked Councilmembers and 
Attorney Goodman for their service. 
Councilman Silvestri - Department of Public Works & Engineering 
Spoke about water main project completion, Department of Public Works projects completed, auctioned items, 
future water main projects, DPW training completed, and thanked Mayor, Council, and the professionals. Mayor 
Lee noted the repair of the Cregar Road train bridge being fixed under Councilman Silvestri’s watch. 
Administrator Bartman - Administrator’s Report 
Spoke about grant work completed and submitted, work continuing on the historical district plan, professional 
service contract work, installation of new phone system, budget submissions, engineering meetings, forestry 
management plan work, and thanked Councilman Silvestri and Graham, and Attorney Goodman for their service. 
Mayor Michele Lee - Executive Services 
Mayor Lee thanked Councilman Silvestri and Graham for their service, spoke about the unknown drone activity 
in the State, attending a meeting with the NJ State Police and Homeland Security, concerns, and waiting for 
further guidance. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES:  

Attorney Goodman spoke about there being no lawsuits and thanked the Mayors, Councilmembers, staff, and 
residents of High Bridge throughout his time with the Borough. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $1,121,292.25 
Motion to approve bill list: Silvestri / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON - NONE 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion to adjourn: Graham / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Graham, yes ; Matos, yes ; Silvestri, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: January 2, 2024 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 



 
 
ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 

 


