BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Date: February 27, 2025 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR LEE

ROLL CALL

Councilwoman Conroy present Councilwoman Hamlin present Mayor Lee present
Councilman Doyle present Councilwoman Matos present

Councilwoman Ferry  absent Councilman Nowell  present

Also present were Attorney Gabrielle Canaie, Administrator Brett Bartman, Clerk Adam Young and nine
members of the public and press.

READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: NONE AS PER RESOLUTION 083-2025

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 02/13/2025

Motion to approve the February 13, 2025 regular minutes: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

VISITORS:
A. South Branch Emergency Services — Not present this evening.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON
Mary Healy spoke about costs of utility bills, discussing the sale of the utilities, and pothole issues outside the
Commons park. Mayor Lee and Councilman Nowell spoke about addressing those issues.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. Ordinance 2025-002: Amend Chapter 180 Fire Prevention - Life Hazard Fees
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-002: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Administrator Bartman spoke about the intent of the Ordinance.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-002: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-002: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

B. Ordinance 2025-003: Updated Salary and Wage Ranges

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-003: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Administrator Bartman and Mayor Lee spoke about the intent of the Ordinance.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-003: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-003: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: NONE



OLD BUSINESS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Consent Agenda
RESOLUTION # TITLE
Resolution - 102 - 2025 | Adopt Procedures For Administration And Inspection Of Federal Aid Highway
Projects With Additional Supporting Documents

Resolution - 103 - 2025 | Appointment of Tax Assessor - Aaron Wilson

Resolution - 104 - 2025 | Authorizing Execution Of Agreement With Colliers Engineering & Design For
Engineering Services For The Wilson Avenue Improvement Project
Resolution - 105 - 2025 | Authorizing Member Participation in the Hunterdon County Cooperative Pricing
Resolution - 106 - 2025 | Award of Bid - Main St., Liberty St., Cregar Ave., Larrison Rd., Cregar Rd.
Water Main Replacement

Resolution - 107 - 2025 | Award of Emergency Contractor Services

Resolution - 108 - 2025 | Dewey Ave. Natural Recycling Dates

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes

Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: NONE

COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS:

Councilwoman Conroy — Green Team / Board of Health / Environmental Commission

Spoke about the Environmental Commission meeting, the Batty about Bats event, the Main Street cleanup event,
adopting a storm drain, and mulching practices. Spoke about the Green Team tobacco free community initiative,
Commons park benches, a government services Town Hall event, and the hazardous waste cleanup day.
Councilman Doyle — Golf / Emergency Services

Spoke about golf course preliminary earnings, South Branch Emergency Squad increasing volunteer numbers,
read the Police Department statistics, and spoke about the Fire Department construction project.

Councilwoman Ferry — Education

Councilman Nowell read Councilwoman Ferry’s report. The report spoke about the High Bridge Board of
Education training continuing, student awards won, state aid and drafting the new budget.

Councilwoman Hamlin — Website / Newsletter / Social Media / Economic Development Committee / Open
Space and Recreation

Spoke about the coming The Bridge magazine release and new offerings, and signing up for public service
announcements. Spoke about the Criterium Race event, the bike rodeo event, recommendations to improve
Borough properties and maps, Nassau and Springside trails are hiking only, and pickleball in the Borough. Spoke
about the New Jersey Film Ready program,

Councilwoman Matos — Historical

Spoke about preparations for the 250" Anniversary of the American Revolution, collaborative events with other
sites, and coming Borough events.

Councilman Nowell — Finance / Creative Team / Department of Public Works and Engineering

Spoke about snow events in the Borough, use of salt, Department of Public Works projects completed, award of
contract for a water main project, the Commons bathroom is in production, ongoing paving projects, and Safe
Routes to School is still pending.

Administrator Bartman — Administrator’s Report

Spoke about lighting improvements to Borough buildings, census survey completed, submission of fourth round
fair share grant, work on Safe Routes to School completed, updates to PFAS litigation file, submission of
Sustainable New Jersey grant, execution of services contract, prepare federal eligibility documents, and work on
the Film Ready program.

Mayor Lee — Executive Services

Spoke about starting to draft the municipal budget, JCP&L rate increases and interplay with the energy
cooperative pricing program, participating in an affordable housing podcast discussion, and development
projects in the Borough progressing.




LEGAL ISSUES:
Attorney Gabrielle Canaie spoke about receiving a challenge to the Borough’s submitted affordable housing unit
numbers and the process of the challenge with more update in the future.

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. ~ Total Amount: $1,087.731.85
Motion to approve bill list: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON
Mary Healy asked about plans to bring revenue to the Borough to lower taxes and to lower utility rates. Mayor Lee
asked for her to reach directly to Borough Hall about this issue.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion to adjourn: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, absent ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 absent

Next Council Meeting: March 13, 2025 - 7:30 pm — Emergency Squad, 95 W. Main St, High Bridge NJ

ATTEST: _
Adam Young Michele Lee

Municipal Clerk Mayor



