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GOLF, EMERGENCY SERVICES LIAISON

COUNCILWOMAN
NATALIE FERRY
NFERRY@HIGHBRIDGE.ORG

BOARD OF EDUCATION LIAISON EMERGENCIES
911

COUNCILWOMAN

LAUREN HAMLIN CHIEF BRETT BARTMAN

LHAMLIN@HIGHBRIDGE.ORG POLICE
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LETTER FROM THE MAYOR

Welcome 2025, and let’s hope we've seen the last of the cold and snow! As we step into the new year, I
would like to take a moment to express my deep gratitude to everyone who helped bring the spirit to High
Bridge during this past season.Main Street was alive with music and events at each of our wonderful shops
throughout December, and High Bridge Middle School Leadership worked their magic once again in the

Commons, creating an unforgettable experience for all.

We also owe a huge thanks to our DPW, Police, Fire Departments, and South Branch Emergency Services

for their tireless dedication to ensuring this time of year was especially memorable and safe.

I would like to extend a warm welcome to Coleen Conroy and Lauren Hamlin, our newest members of the
High Bridge council. They both bring a wealth of energy and expertise, and we are excited to have them join

us in serving the community. Please join me in welcoming them!

Looking ahead, we are committed to making improvements to water and sewer infrastructure. We are also
excited about several key developments, including the long-awaited construction of new retail/commercial
space at the entrance to the Commons, a new apartment building at the former Casa Maya location, and
the demolition of 100 W Main. There will be many opportunities for public input as these projects move

forward, so we encourage you to stay informed and
involved. Please remember that the High Bridge
website and the PSA system are the most reliable
sources for up-to-date and accurate information.

Sign up at www.highbridge.org.

High Bridge is truly a special place, and in some ways,
we are like a family - sometimes imperfect,
sometimes divided, but always finding ways to
communicate, practice patience, and find common
ground. Let’s continue to support one another, as we
all face challenges in our own ways. Let’s be good

neighbors and work together for a brighter future.

RL. Jee

MAYOR MICHELE LEE
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HIGH BRIDGE PSA SYSTEM

Make sure you are signed up to receive email alerts from the Borough of High Bridge.

1. Click the blue button on the High Bridge homepage to "Sign Up For Emails and Newsletters"
https://highbridge.org/

2. Only an email address is required and you do not have to be physically located in HB to sign up.

3. 1If you think you have signed up previously but do not seem to receive the email alerts, here are some
troubleshooting tips:

- Sign Up again.

- Make sure to add administrator@highbridge.org to your contacts to ensure emails don't get stuck in spam.
- Check to see if they are being blocked by security settings or your firewall.

- Enter a back-up email address so the alerts are sent to more than one place.

NEW JERSEY REGISTER READY

If you are elderly or have special needs, register with New Jersey Register Ready. The emergency services
rescue teams will then know where you are and what they need to do to meet your needs in emergency
situations. The New Jersey registration website allows residents with special needs and their families,
friends and associates an opportunity to provide information to emergency response agencies, so
emergency responders can better plan to serve special needs individuals and their families in a disaster or
other emergency.

More Info and Sign Up HERE

HUNTERDON COUNTY COMMUNITY ALERT NOTIFICATION SYSTEM

Community Alerts Notification System enables Hunterdon County to provide you with critical information
quickly in a variety of situations, such as severe weather, unexpected road closures, missing persons,
evacuation of buildings or neighborhoods, etc.

You will receive time-sensitive messages wherever you specify: such as your home, cell, or business phone,
email, text messages, hearing impaired receiving devices, and more. You pick where, you pick how.

(Please note that the Borough of High Bridge does not control these alerts)

More Info and Sign Up HERE
06
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PROPERTY TAX & UTILITY
PAYMENT DUE DATES 2025

May 1Ist - 2nd Quarter Property Taxes

May 31st - 2nd Quarter Utilities

August Ist - 3rd Quarter Property Taxes
August 31st - 3rd Quarter Utilities
November 1st - 4th Quarter Property Taxes
November 3l1st - 4th Quarter Utllities

Check Utility Bills for due date in case of change.

PAYMENTS MAY BE DEPOSITED IN THE
BLUE LOCK BOX IN FRONT OF BOROUGH
HALL.

Post-dated checks are unacceptable

If you are making payments online through your
bank, send at least 10 days prior to payment due
date.

THE POST OFFICE WILL NO LONGER FORWARD
MAIL ADDRESSED TO OUR OLD LOCATION.

Payments are also accepted, for current
accounts, with quarterly stub, at:
Citizens Bank
55 Old Highway 22, Clinton, NJ 08809

PAY YOUR PROPERTY TAXES AND
UTILITIES FROM THE CONVENIENCE OF

YOUR OWN HOME!
Visit: www.highbridge.org and then go to
‘Taxes & Utilities’ tab.

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN
SUBSCRIBE TO THE BOROUGH
CALENDAR?

You can now subscribe to the Borough Calendar
and automatically add events to your Google
calendar AND/OR your

iCalendar (if youre a

VT IT T I
Mac user). Simply click
the following link and
scroll just below the
calendar to find "Add to
Google Calendar" and
"Add to iCalendar".

Link to Calendar:
https://highbridge.org/news-events/high-bridge-

calendar/

AFFORDABLE NEW JERSEY
COMMUNITIES FOR
HOMEOWNERS AND RENTERS
(ANCHOR)

This program offers property tax relief to New
Jersey residents who own or rent property in New
Jersey as their main home and meet certain
income limits. This year's ANCHOR benefit is

based on residency, income, and age from 2024.

For more information, eligibility requirements,
and application, visit:
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/anchor/in
dex.shtml

The deadline to apply is October 31, 2025.
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“SENIOR FREEZE” — PROPERTY TAX REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM

The “Senior Freeze” program reimburses qualified applicants for property tax increases on their homes.
Applicants must meet all income eligibility and residency requirements and must file an application each year to receive the
reimbursement:
AGE/DISABILITY
e Applicants (or your spouse/civil union partner) must be 65 or older by December 31st, 2023
or
e Actually receiving federal Social Security disability benefit payments (not benefit payments received on behalf of
someone else) on or before December 31, 2023.
INCOME
e Applicants’ income cannot exceed $168,268 for 2024 and $163,050 for 2023.
e Applicants who are married or in a civil union and living in the same household must report combined income of both
spouses/civil union partners.
HOMEOWNERSHIP
¢ Homeowners. You owned and lived in your home since December 31, 2020, or earlier (and you still owned and lived in
that home on December 31, 2024).
¢ Mobile Home Owners. You leased a site in a mobile home park where you placed a manufactured or mobile home that
you owned since December 31, 2020, or earlier (and still lived in that home/leased the site on December 31, 2024).
LIFE ESTATE (LIFE TENANCY)
® You are considered the owner of the property if you have life estate rights or hold a lease for 99 years or more. You
must include with your application a copy of an official document (e.g., deed, lease) establishing your right to occupy the
property.
FILING DEADLINE
e The deadline for the 2024 application is October 31, 2025.
PREVIOUS SENIOR FREEZE RECIPIENTS
e If you previously received the Senior Freeze, you will notice some major changes. The application looks different, the
income standards have changed, and you will no longer need to calculate your reimbursement since it is a combined
application. However, you will still maintain your base year as long as your municipality has not reassessed your

property taxes.

For More Information and 2024 Applications, visit: https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/ptr/index.shtml
or call the Property Tax Reimbursement Hotline at 1-800-882-6597

Eligibility requirements, including income limits, and benefits available for all Property Tax Relief

programs are subject to change by the State Budget.

NEW!I — “STAY NJ” — PROPERTY TAX RELIEF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

The “Stay NJ” program offers property tax benefits to eligible homeowners aged 65 and older. It reimburses applicants for
50% of their property tax bills, up to a maximum of $13,000, with a 2024 benefit cap of $6,500. To qualify, you must have
owned and lived in your home for the full 12 months of 2024 and have an income below $500,000. Mobile homeowners are
not eligible.
e Stay NJ benefits are calculated after ANCHOR and Senior Freeze benefits are determined. Payments are expected to be
issued in early 2026.
¢ Applicants will submit a single application to claim benefits from Senior Freeze, ANCHOR, and the new Stay NJ program.

Eligibility for this benefit is based on residency, income, and age as of 2024.
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‘THE BRIDGE’ SPRING/SUMMER 2025
PHOTO CONTEST 2ND PLACE WINNER

. s

L
1P‘_

-l
b

S

a

W
: :l.;l'*:l.‘ & ¥ " -

; I -y 3 i
: - .1&.' g -':'ll‘ll i
L P T i pu] - kL
o+l :":" | ERe T '
L b

e

' / ﬁ
) ..ﬁ_

v

A4
4l
v 1
"
kg
-
)
i il
i

High Bridge Sign at The Commons
PHOTOGRAPH BY CHERYN BOLASKI
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i . My daughter started walking at 14
months. Those little feet will take

We had a baby girl in late January! o
She is healthy and her big brother is :

adjusting to his new role in the family! her far!

. Mary Murdock became a first-time
“ HOM E Cl\?ngratulations to Katie, | v, grandmother on January 23! Welcome § R@Wf
ick; Luke, andCece on ‘ " tothe world, Harvey Murdock! Daddy, "\~
HOME their new home! J ~ Adam, and Mommy, Autumn, are over EVER

the moon!

I'm proud of my friend,
Danette Pascarella, for
Thank you, Jaymee Szeliga, for | \ opening her own photography
coordinating a meal train for a i 1 / studio this past year in Clinton!

resident recovering from surgery! \) Y. What an accomplishment!

‘.l i . . I»ULM m‘é:;}v! : .. .‘
i e age «
. Thank you, Chrlstma @PolkaDotCafe for .
Local cottage baker, Sourdough & . exhibiting the magic of local Needle Artists.

Breadcrumbs, creates artisan breads and Looking forward to the next Needlemania

other sourdough based desserts. exhibit in mid-March Ode to Spring and

— ‘ warmer weather‘
12 e ‘ *

Mine was delicious!



ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

High Bridge achieved Tree City USA status in 2010. Please join the Environmental

The High Bridge Environmental Commission Commission as we celebrate
undertakes activities necessary to obtain annual Arbor Day.

re-certification of the designation of "Tree City Saturday, April 26th

Community". One of the activities is to hold an 1lam in Commons Park

annual Arbor Day tree planting in April. We INCORRECT coRREcT
encourage residents to support this day by . }5%%;

planting a tree. If you do not have room for a tree 'F"i: N

on your property, you can always donate a tree to XA‘}’}EW '

the borough for one of our parks. Contact Borough ﬁv‘%}':: fi

Hall if you would like to donate a tree. - o
Mulch Volcanos Pose Threats to Trees L <D

Sa vearees ouee ey L o e M v ol g

Volcano mulching in an improper mulching technique where mulch is piled high against the trunk of the tree.
Oddly enough, this is often seen in commercial landscapes. Proper mulching is very beneficial to trees. Spread
mulch 2-4 inches deep to the drip line of the tree if possible; do not let the mulch touch the trunk. The mulch
should form a flat, not mounded, donut, with the trunk in the center. Organic mulches (bark mulch, wood

chips, leaves) are preferred over stones or other inorganic products.

MW%‘M%

Hawt Reck Vard Werks
(508) 391-3608 High Bridge, NJ
License #13VHIAS59800
<> Planting
h o ol e/ <> Trimming

<> Mulching

W

<> Removals

<> Lawn Repair

<> Minor Grading /
ORI AT IR TR ARV T I TR R TR IR TR VIR IR AR Surface Drainage

Years i n Business =

v

Storm Jf Seasonal Cleanup
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

“Caught Being Green Award” 2024 Youth Recipients

Emma Espe and Finn Norberg
are the recipients of the annual Borough of High Bridge Environmental Commission’s Green Award in
recognition of their volunteer efforts in the beautification of the Borough of High Bridge. Both Emma and

Finn are students at the High Bridge Middle School who saw a need and took it upon themselves to take

action. The High Bridge Environmental Commission recognizes Emma Espe and Finn Norberg for their

Emma Espe

was “Caught Being Green” for organizing a group of youth to clean up litter and remove

invasive knotweed in both borough parks.

14


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069056295434

Finn Norberg,

an eighth grader at High Bridge Middle
School, pulled piles of garbage from Lake
Solitude this summer. Armed only with a
paddleboard and his bare hands (and
maybe the occasional stick), Finn
collected tires, cans, jars, and even a

shoe.

Nominations are open for the 2025 "Caught Being Green" Award

The Environmental Commission is looking for environmentally responsible residents. Please submit the name
and the environmental action of any High Bridge resident you have observed going out of their way to be
environmentally responsible. Check out past Green Award recipients on the environmental commission page

of our town web site at wwwhighbridge.org . Nominations for the annual Green Award should be sent to

cnowell@highbridge.org


http://wwwhighbridge.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069056295434

Raritan River Clean Up Day
Volunteer Opportunity

Meet at Union Forge Park to sign in and pick up
collection bags, gloves, snacks, and a free
volunteer tee shirt. Children must be
accompanied by an adult. Online registration at
www.raritanheadwaters.org
Saturday, April 12th, 2025

9am-1lam in Union Forge Park

i

-

Town-Wide Litter Clean-Up Days
Sponsored by the High Bridge Environmental

Commission.

We ask everyone to take a few minutes of your
day to walk a section of your street and pick up
any litter you see. If you find large items, too
heavy to carry, please notify Borough Hall at
908-638-6455.

Earth Week: April 21st-26th, 2025

And also the last week of every month

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Trash Collection Reminder

One bulk item can be placed out with your
garbage per pickup.

If you have questions about what can be picked
up please call LMR Disposal at (908) 454-4550,
option 1.

Please call Borough Hall 638-6455 to report any

consistent trash or recycling issues.

Curbside Recycling

All recyclable material, including newspapers,
magazines, junk mail, paper, and cardboard, may
be commingled and combined with other
recyclable items, including unbroken glass,
aluminum, and plastic. Pizza boxes are not
recyclable. Note: air conditioners, computers and
televisions as well as white goods cannot be
recycled curbside and are not allowed in weekly
trash collection. You can bring electronics to the
DPW collection container during designated
times. Additional recycling opportunities may be

found on the town website: www.highbridge.org.

AN SN sy

Upcoming Environmental Commission Event Dates

March 18th April 12th May 4th
Batty for Bats County Program Raritan River Clean-Up (9am) Art in the Open
(7pm)
April 26th May 13th
March Arbor Day Ceremony (1lam) Frogs Program (7pm)

Environmental Commission

Quarterly Clean-Up

16

September 13th

Grounds for Art n
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High Bridge Environmental Commission
presents

Batty about Bats

a night -:-Llecmn-:; with Ehue‘ Park Naturdlist, Tom Sheppard, as he discusses some of
‘rhe IIE-nges faced by mammals. Find out what makes bats different from
her mnrru‘nutﬁ and the hene[ﬁs that they can ide o us. Plus, we will review the
mdwn:lunl species that exist within Hunterdon and how certain encounters with bats around
the home site can be resolved

Presenter - Tom Sheppard, Chief Park Naturalist
Hunterdon County Parks Systerm

Tuesday, March 18th
7:00 pm
High Bridge Rescue Squad Building
95 West Main Street
High Bridge

Light refreshments will be served




ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

If Your Dog Poops It, Dog poop is more than just a gross and unsightly mess — it's an

Please Scoop It! environmental pollutant and a human health hazard. When left on the
p it ground, waste eventually breaks down and washes into the water supply,

I polluting our rivers, streams, creeks and other local waterways. Animal
waste contains two main types of pollutants that harm local waters:
nutrients and pathogens. When this waste ends up in water bodies, it
decomposes, releasing nutrients that cause excessive growth of algae
and weeds. This makes the water murky, green, smelly, and even

~—

unusable for swimming, boating, or fishing. The pathogens, disease-

PLEASE BE A | | _ _
GO0OD NEIGHBOR causing bacteria and viruses, can also make local waters unfit for
BI_EAH up AFTEH swimming and fishing and have caused severe illness in humans.
mUH DUE As you can see, animal waste doesn’t simply decompose. So, the easiest
Thonk gou way to avoid these problems is to clean up after your pet every time and

dispose of the waste properly!

TREX Plastic Recycling

This past year the High Bridge Green Team in
partnership with the High Bridge School District
was able to collect 1072 pounds of plastic film and
bags (#2 or #4, Polyethylene) to be recycled by

the Trex recycling program. Trex uses the recycled

film to create its eco-friendly composite decking. wildlife Habitat Community

For every 1000 pounds of plastic recycled during a

. .. . High Bridge achieved Wildlife Community Status
cycle, Trex awards its participants with a bench

, . in 2013 and continue to complete actions for
made of those recycled film plastics! The bench P

) ) annual recertification. We have received
the Green Team was awarded will be placed in o ] o )
recognition from the National Wildlife Federation
the Commons Park. Thank you to all those who i
) o ) and are held up as a model community for our
recycle their plastic film with us, and please ) ] T
: , . , success with transforming our community into a
continue to do so. We will continue to have this o .
) ) . place where both people and wildlife can flourish.
program available to residents. We are working

) ) To learn what you can do to support our efforts,
towards our next bench. The Trex recycling bin

can be found at High Bridge Borough Hall, 97 West

Main St.

visit:

www.nwf.org/CommunityWildlifeHabitat/Home


http://www.nwf.org/CommunityWildlifeHabitat/Home
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069056295434

Signh up to
Adopt a Storm Drain!
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Keep your neighborhood clean and
protect local waterways. Sign up today!

ADOPT @@a
ASTORM O o
DRAIN v HB 2

nj.adopt-a-drain.org. HIGH BRIDGEJ

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION



Join with neighbors to
protect local waterways!

Sign up online. Individuals, community
organizations, and businesses can sign up to
adopt a storm drain at adopt-a-drain.org.

Keep your storm drain clear. Use a broom
or rake to sweep leaves, trash, and other
debris off the drain surface year round.

Track your impact. Enter the estimated

total of debris you collect into your online
account so we can track results.

Lead by example. Let others know about
your commitment. Tell them how they can
help prevent water pollution.

Sweep up! Rake up! Pick up!

ADOPT [ N
A STORM ~_HUTAT) i f}B
DRAIN =G0 HIGH BRIDGE

A project of Hamline University. ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION




Storm Water Management

Look for storm drain markers in your
neighborhood with the message: "No Dumping,
Drains to River". These markers will serve as a
reminder that our storm drains lead directly to
the South Branch of the Raritan River and that we
all play a part in the solution to water pollution!
What can you do to help?

It's simple! Dump nothing on your property or
down the storm drain that you wouldn't swim in

or drink!

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Water Conservation

What is meant by water conservation? For many,
it is simply saving water. It can be something as
easy to do as buying a water efficient appliance
or turning off the tap when brushing your teeth.
But water conservation is more complex than
that. It also involves changing the way people
think about water use. It involves developing a
new way of living where water conservation is
central. It also involves encouraging the

development and use of best practices.

Grass Cuttings and Storm Water

Management

Be aware that state mandated storm water
management regulations state that grass cuttings
cannot be left in the street or placed in any storm
drain.

For more information refer to

HB Ordinance No. 2006-24.

Environmental Volunteer Opportunity - Join the Green Team!

This is a sub committee of the Environmental Commission. You do not have to be on the Environmental
Commission to be on the Green Team. We research and work on actions to meet goal requirements for
different levels of a state program called Sustainable Jersey. Most of the work is completed at home and
shared at the meetings. We meet the last Monday of each month from 7:30 - 8:30 pm at Borough Hall.

For more information about the Environmental Commission or the Green Team contact

cconroy(@highbridge.org


mailto:cconroy@highbridge.org
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069056295434
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BANKER home evaluation

REALTY

A
THINKING ABOUT

%

YOUR HOME?

With low inventory and high demand, now could be the ideal time to
make a move!

Whether you are buying or selling, | am here to provide expert local
guidance for a seamless experience.

Please feel free to reach out for a complimentary home evaluation
and consultation, | am just around the corner, ready to help turn your
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PARKS AND RECREATION

The Parks & Recreation Committee has been busy!

The Recreation Committee is focusing on several new projects for 2025 and working on improving a few of our

existing events.

The third annual Bike Rodeo will be held on May 6th at the Elementary School in conjunction with Go Hunterdon.
The event teaches age-appropriate cycling skills and safety for kids on both two wheels and training wheels. More

information will be sent to parents through the school closer to the event.

= T2 TOUR OF &
HIGH BRIDGE

CRITERIUM

SATURDAY
AUGUST 9™

We are also hard at work planning the third iteration of the Tour of High Bridge Criterium. Some construction
projects planned for Main Street will see a new course this year on August 9th. This event attracts international
caliber professional riders and local amateurs alike to our town. We also hope to involve other members or our

community through the Citizens Race and the High Bridge Mile competitive run.

The committee is also working on making formal recommendations for improvements to Union Forge Park
including traffic calming methods and grants, a community garden and beatification of the new playground fence

and we look forward to presenting those recommendations in the next few months.

The committee would also like to remind residents that the Springside Connector trail is closed to mountain
biking. We are hoping to have updated and clearly marked maps up at all trailheads by the spring.

Lastly, we are working on a process to be able to borrow pickleball equipment from the town will be made
available to all residents and possibly a town wide event. Please email Recreation@highbridge.org if you are

interested in receiving more information as it becomes available.

Please visit the newly updated Parks, Trails, and Waterways section of the Visit Us header on the town website

for more information about all the great outdoor activities available in town and keep an eye out for a reprint of

our recreation pamphlets will be distributed to local businesses and available at borough hall.

23 *
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PICKLEBALL

(s now avalable/

Did you know that High Bridge offers
a Pickleball Court and a full
equipment set for use by High Bridge
residents?

Pickleball is a perfect mix of tennis,
badminton, and ping-pong, and it's
gaining popularity fast!

Fun, social and friendly, the rules are
simple and the game is easy for beginners
to learn, but can develop into a fast-
paced, competitive game.

Contact the Parks & Recreation Comittee for more infol
Recreation@HighBridge.org

Interested?
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SOUTH BRANCH EMERGENCY SERVICES

2024 Operational Enhancements & Financial Updates

We've launched an Apprentice Program to strengthen staffing and increase volunteer membership.
Fundraising efforts expanded with new events, generating additional revenue. Billing rate adjustments and
increased non-emergent transports have bolstered financial stability. Service demand rose 5% in call volume,
maintaining a 99.67% response rate. Despite financial pressures, we remain committed to high-quality EMS

services while proactively addressing funding and operational challenges.

2024 Dispatch Overview
e Total Calls: $4,239
® NET runs: 262
e Mutual Aid Given: 412
e Mutual Aid Received: 14
e Mutual Aid Station Cover: 7
e Patients Seen: 3,533
e Patients Transported: 2,888

® Average Response Time: 7:13

Public Education & EMS Training
e Total Classes in 2024: 72

e Total Students Taught in 2024: 516 oo f'fl_ ; i o -_- : ,-j.,_j:#:'fi:.
Service Area Breakdown Did you know the High Bridge Community
* Clinton (Town): 418 Room is Available to Rent?

e Clinton (Township): 1,217

® Glen Gardner Borough: 169

e Hampton Borough: 219

e High Bridge Borough: 275 (21% increase)

South Branch Emergency Services makes available the
Martha W. Subber Community Room and the High Bridge
Community Room for use by community groups and

members for certain types of community focused events,

o : . . .
Lebanon Borough: 181 training, and private functions.

Union Township: 843 For more information including permitted uses, costs,

* Bethlehem Township: 111 requirements, general info. and Hall Request Form, visit

* Franklin Township (Hunterdon): 132 https://www.sbes365.org/hallrental.html

2025 Fundraising Events

e Coin Toss e Lobster & Steak Fest
April 26th, Center & Old Highway 22 May 18th, Main Street Clinton (tickets on sale 3/1)
25
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High Bridge Fire
Department
F Maryland Ave.
High Bridge, N) 08829

INCORTORATED 1902

Date: February 10, 2025

To: Residents of the Borough of High Bridge
From: Kevin Ritz, Chief
Dear High Bridge Residents,

I am honored to introduce myself as your new Fire Chief, and to have the opportunity 10 <crve the
incredible community of High Bridge It 15 with great pride and dedication that [ step into this
role, committed to ensuring the safety and well-being of every rasident, business, and visitor in
our [ow,

As a lifelong resident of High Bridge, | hi:we a deep approciation for our town's history, values,
and strong sense of community. [ have secn firsthand the dedication of our firefighters, as well as
the unwavering support Imom our residents. This town has always been niv home. and it is a
privilege to now serve 1t in this capacity.

With 15 years of experience in the fire service, I have lad the opportunity to work alongside
some of the most skilled and dedicated firefighters the Borough of High Bridge could ask for. My
goal as Fire Chief is to build upon the strong foundation that has been cs1:hlished, ensuring that
our department remains highly trained, well-equipped, and ready to re<pond to any emergency.
Fire safety, emergency preparedness, and public education will continue 10 be top priorities as we
work together to protect and serve the residents of High Bridge.

[ believe that a strong fire depaniment is built on teamwork and strov parinerhips with the
community. I look forward to meeting many of you, gaining insight w0 vour thoughts and
priorities, and working together to enhance our mission of protecting live - iud propeny,

As we move forward together, [ want to express my gratitude for your trust and support. [
embrace the journey ahead, and consider myself deeply honored to serve as your Fire Chief. 1
look forward to working with you all to keep the Borough of High Bridge a safe and thriving
community for generations to come.

~ Stay safe,
Kevin Ritz
Fire Chief
High Bridge Fire Department 4



| B HIGH BRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Congratulations to the newest members of the High Bridge Fire Department!

Congratulations to Elena Eberle, Maggie Hann, and Michael Kochick who have just graduated Firefighter 1 through
the Hunterdon County Emergency Services Training Center at the Hunterdon County Complex. They completed 200+
hours of instruction/practicals in this past 2024 Fall Semester. Soon you will be seeing them riding on our apparatus,
continue their training, and helping provide the best service. The Officers and Membership congratulate all of you on
this milestone in your early career. Always remember that Training never Ends! Also a very big congratulations to
Elena Eberle for being awarded the 2024 Best Overall Candidate!




HIGH BRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Things To Keep In Mind As We Head Into Spring

Melted snow, budding trees, longer days: they’re all signs that the warmer months are nearing. For many of

us, these seasonal hallmarks are reminders to start spring cleaning in and around our homes.

Keep debris well away from your home

While we may not see the large scale fires that occur out west, wildfires and brush fires can, and do, happen
in our area especially when we face dry conditions. Every year, wildfires burn across the U.S., with more and
more people living in communities where wildfires are a real risk. Dispose of branches, weeds, leaves, pine
needles, and grass clippings to reduce fuel for fire.

® Remove leaves, pine needles, and other flammable material from the roof, gutters, and on or under the

deck to help prevent embers from igniting your home.
¢ Remove dead vegetation and other flammable materials, especially within the first five feet of the home.
® Move construction material, trash, and woodpiles at least 30 feet away from the home and other

outbuildings.

Clean out your clothes dryer

® Make sure the air exhaust vent pipe for your
dryer is not restricted and that the outdoor vent
flap will open when the dryer is operating. This
includes making sure the outdoor vent flap is not
covered by snow.

e Move things that can burn, such as boxes,
cleaning supplies and clothing, away from the
dryer.

® Clothes that have come in contact with
flammable substances like gasoline, paint
thinner, or similar solvents should be laid

outside to dry, then can be washed and dried as

usual.

Inspect grills to ensure they’re in good working order

¢ Inspect your grill carefully and make sure it’s free of grease or fat buildup. Clean out any nests, spider
webs, or other debris you may find.
® For propane grills, check the gas tank hose for leaks before using it for the first time each year.

For more tips please visit https://www.nfpa.org/news-blogs-and-articles

" £
High Bridge Fire Department - 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 08829
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HIGH BRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT

erving the Residents of High Bridge

Since 1898

Did You Know?

In 2023, local fire departments responded to an estimated 1.39 million fires in the United States. These fires

caused an estimated 3,670 civilian fire deaths and 13,350 reported civilian fire injuries. The property damage

caused by these fires was estimated at $23 billion. On average, a fire department responded to a fire

somewhere in the US every 23 seconds in 2023. A home structure fire was reported every 95 seconds, while a

home fire death occurred every three hours, and a home fire injury occurred every 52 minutes.

Used Clothing Shed

There is a used clothing shed located in the rear of
the parking lot. Acceptable items include clothing,
sneakers, shoes, belts, purses, blankets, sheets,
pillow cases, drapes and stuffed toys. Donations go
a long way helping those in need. All donations are
tax deductible.

New Members Needed
The High Bridge Fire Department is always looking

for new members. Anyone is welcome to apply. If
interested In learning more or submitting an
application, please stop by the firehouse on a

Monday night at 7pm or go online to

www.highbridgefire.org. All of the required training
will be provided by the High Bridge Fire

Department.

2025 Line Officers

Chief - Kevin Ritz

Deputy Chief - Timothy Hinson

Captain - Thomas Crampton

Lieutenants - Brandon Frech, Timothy Stemple,
Eric Task & Adrian VanNatta

29

Golf Outing

The Annual Golf Outing scheduled to be held on
Friday, September 5th, 2025. Please contact the
908-638-6383 or email
golf@highbridgefire.org if interested in registering a

firehouse at

group of four or sponsoring a hole.

High Bridge Fire Department - 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 08829 ﬂ
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HIGH BRIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Dog License and Tag Required

Any person who shall own, keep or harbor a dog of licensing age, that is, which has obtained the age of seven
months or which possesses a set of permanent teeth, shall for current year starting on January 2 and no later
than January 30 to avoid a late fee, apply for and procure from the Clerk of the Borough of High Bridge or
other official designated by the governing body thereof to license dogs in the Borough a license and official
metal registration tag for each such dog so owned, kept or harbored and shall place upon each such dog a
collar or harness with the registration tag securely fastened thereto.

120-9. License and tag required; Placing tag on dog. {Amended 2-28-2008 by Ordinance #2008-3}

Running At Large

No person owning, keeping, or harboring any dog shall
suffer or permit it to run at large upon the public streets
or in any public park, in any public building or in any other
public place within the municipality or on the private
property of any person other than the dog owner.

120-30. Running At Large

Control Required

Degree of control required. No person owning, keeping or harboring any dog shall suffer or permit it to be
upon the public or private streets or in any public park/open space area unless such dog is accompanied by a
person and is securely confined and controlled by a leash, cord, or chain so that the dog does not come in
physical contact with any person or pet without the consent of the person or, in the case of a pet, the
consent of the person responsible for or who has control of the pet.

120-31. Control Required. {Amended 10-24-2013 by Ordinance #2013-21}

31 3
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HIGH BRIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Parking Permits for Municipal Lots

Y
C
V
t

A
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No person shall park a vehicle in a municipal parking lot for an overnight period without first
obtaining and properly displaying, on the parked vehicle, a permit designated by the
Municipal Clerk, as provided in § 184-17E.

No person shall park nor shall a permit be issued for any commercial motor vehicle, omnibus,

school bus or vehicle, recreation vehicle, or any trailer as defined in N.J.S.A. 39:1-1.

Parking permits may be obtained for monthly or annual periods commencing on the date of

approval of a permit application by the Municipal Clerk.

Vehicles authorized to park in a municipal parking lot by issuance of a parking permit must
not remain parked for more than 72 consecutive hours, unless previously approved by the
High Bridge Police Department.

Permits shall be issued on a first-come-first-served basis.

If, for emergency purposes, vehicles must be removed from the designated municipal parking
lots, adequate notice will be given to the permit holder or driver and an adequate designated
parking area will be provided. If, during emergencies, a permit holder or driver cannot be
located, the Borough reserves the right to remove the vehicle to an adequate, designated

parking area.

184-17. Parking permits for municipal parking lots {Amended 12-14-2017 by Ordinance #2017-32}

Project Medicine Drop
Looking to get rid of unused prescription medication while helping to halt the abuse and diversion of

prescription drugs? The High Bridge Police Department invites residents to utilize our Project Medicine Drop

Box and dispose of any unused prescription medications anonymously 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days

ayear.

Materials Accepted: Household medications 1.e. pills, capsules, patches and pet medications. Please remove

any prescription labels prior to the disposal.

Materials NOT Accepted: Liquids, syringes, mail and trash. More info: www.NJConsumerAffairs.gov/meddrop.

Location: High Bridge Police Department 99 West Main Street, High Bridge, New Jersey 08829.

32
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®A) HIGH BRIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT

The start of the 2024-25 school year brought some exciting security updates to our district. Both buildings
were outfitted with security vestibules or sally ports, and impact-resistant glass was installed. New camera

and buzzer systems were also installed.

The 2024-25 Educators of the Year were announced. Elementary School Second Grade Teacher, Reyna
Perron and Middle School Special Education Teacher, Sharon Tryon, are this year’s recipients. We are
extremely lucky to have such dedicated and compassionate teachers. Thank you Mrs. Perron and Mrs. Tryon
for all you do for the students and families of High Bridge.

Our preschool continues to grow, and we'’re excited to announce that registration is now open for all High
Bridge residents who will be 3 or 4 on or before October 1, 2025. This program is free to all residents of High

Bridge. More information can be found here: High Bridge Tiny Toppers Home or on our district website.

June will be here before we know it, so congratulations to our graduating 8th graders as they move onto new

heights and our 4th graders as they move down the hill to middle school.

Have a safe and healthy rest of the school year!
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https://sites.google.com/hbschools.org/high-bridge-tiny-toppers/home

'I.eam, Play, Engage!

sk

Full day program taught
by certified teachers,
open to all High Bridge £ @
residents who turn 3
(or 4) on or before
October |st.

Outdoor play and
exploration at our
preschool
playground, garden,
and bike track.

Register now!
Tiny Toppers Preschool Registration
Contact us!

908-638-4105

Alyssa Oliver olivera@hbschools.org

HIGH BRIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOW ENROLLING

AN

Play-based and
hands-on learning
experiences through
various unit studies Ly
from the Creative
Curriculum.

School, family, and
community Py
connections, events,
and collaboration
throughout the year.

Emma Alparone alparonee@hbschools.org

o *High Bridge does not provide transportation. You will be responsible ® -
for dropping off and picking up. Before & After care is available®



A) HIGH BRIDGE SCHQOL DISTRICT

High Bridge Elementary School

If you have visited the elementary school lately, you may have noticed an addition to our lobby - a book
vending machine! Each week, 10 students are randomly selected to receive a token and choose a book from
the machine. Students earn nominations by demonstrating positive behavior and acts of kindness - overall
being a Terrific Topper! This has motivated the students and encouraged reading. Thank you to our PTO for

donating the books to keep our students excited.

The school year got off to a great start with fun annual activities - Pumpkin Bones contest, the Thanksgiving
Balloon Parade of Animals hosted by our Kindergarten students, and Guidance-led Week of Respect and Red
Ribbon Week. We're looking forward to our Read Across America activities, Random Acts of Kindness Week,
and continuing with our monthly Walks to School. HBES always has a great turnout - Let's keep up the good
work and get that Golden Sneaker back!

Be sure to stay up to date with HBES happenings by checking the Topper Tribune each Friday for important

lunch information and school events.

High Bridge Middle School

As we enter the second half of the school year, we are pleased to highlight some of the special events planned

for the spring.

Our Music Department, led by Mrs. Courtney Bursztyn, Mr. Jeff Thompson, and Ms. Arianne Grosky have been
preparing for our upcoming musical performance. We are pleased to announce that this year our production

will be a rendition of Spongebob the Musical.

Academically, our students continue to demonstrate academic achievement and growth, and we continue to
see a very high percentage of students working toward Honor Roll success. In addition, the teachers have
been working diligently in partnership with the ELA and Math coaches from the North Hunterdon Voorhees
school district to prepare the students for high school and beyond.

Finally, later in the year we look forward to carrying on many of our celebrated co-curricular traditions

including the 8th grade trip to Washington DC, the end-of-the-year picnic, and graduation.

It has been an amazing and successful year so far in the Middle School and we look forward to continued

success going forward.
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- “ HIGH BRIDGE SCHOOQOL DISTRICT

High Bridge Board of Education

The Board of Education’s members are guided by our vision statement: Creating an environment that fosters a
love of learning and critical thinking. The spring/summer season is a time for things to unwind, but there is

much activity packed into the end of the school year.

The District’s budget for the 2025-26 school year will be finalized at the end of April. The District’s website

https://www.hbschools.org/hbs/  holds important budget presentation materials for all to review. It is

important to highlight that it takes several months to prepare the budget. The budget process begins in late
fall and continues through early spring. The Board often starts its budget discussion in November and the final
budget is presented in April. Of note in the budget process is the fact that over 90% of the budget is made up
of fixed costs and state mandated spending, leaving less than 10% variable costs for things such as, textbooks,
teacher training/professional development (actually becoming a mandated cost,) general supplies for
departments, construction, capital projects, co-curricular activities (sports, school play, trips,) or other
possible improvements to programs, instruction or facilities. It is also important to highlight the District’s
growing preschool program. This fully-funded grant program served 50 preschoolers for the 2024-2025 school
year and is expected to continue to grow. The High Bridge School District was the first school in Hunterdon

County to be awarded this grant support that provides free preschool to High Bridge residents.

The Board consists of elected members who volunteer their time to help the District thrive and meet its goals.
Public attendance and participation at meetings are encouraged. At meetings, the agenda always contains a
public comment period. Comments are directed to the meeting chair, typically the school board president.
Boards use the public comment period as an opportunity to listen to community concerns — not to debate
issues or enter a question-and-answer session. The board will not respond to public comments at the meeting
and answers to questions will be provided in a timely manner. The Board is currently meeting in person in the
elementary school library but is also offering a virtual (viewing only) option via Google Meets. Upcoming

meeting dates are available on the School Board tab of the district website https://www.hbschools.org/hbs/

We encourage public attendance and participation.

Current Board Members Expiration of Term of Office Current Board Members. Expiration of Term of Office

+ Karyn Gove 2025 President * Cindy Sharkey 2026
* Robert Imhoff 2027 Vice President * Gregory Hodges 2027
* Michael McCasland 2025 » Caitlin Bowring 2025
« Colleen Poles 2027 (Appointed until end of year - seat expires 2026.)

We thank Ms. Erin Delgado and Mr. Ben Bolger for their contributions over the last several years and wish
them well. We also welcome Mr. Gregory Hodges, who was elected in November and Ms. Caitlin Bowring, who

was appointed to fill Ms. Delgado’s seat until the next election. The Board looks forward to your contributions.
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Eileen Wallace

“Your Trusted Local Real Estate Expert”

: i ! ’_J;I' -
i
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With years of experience and a proven track record in High Bridge
and beyond, I'm here to guide you through every step of buying or
selling your home. As a dedicated community supporter and
North Hunterdon Rotary member, | take pride in providing
personalized service and results you can trust.

Let’s talk! Contact me for expert advice and a smooth transaction.

Eileen Wallace
Your Local Real Estate Professional | Committed to Your Success

EILEEN WALLACE

Broker/Sales Associate

Cell: 908-334-8665

Office: 908-735-8140
EileenWallace@weichert.com
Eileen-Wallace.weichert.com

Weichert

REALTORS
9 West Main Street | Clinton, NJ 08809

©2025 Weichert, Realtors. If your home is currently listed with a real estate broker, this is not intended to be a solicitation of the listing. Real estate agents affiliated with Weichert, Realtors®

are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. Each WEICHERT® franchised office is independently owned and operated. REALTOR® is a federally registered collective

membership mark which identifies a real estate professional who is a Member of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® and subscribes to its strict Code of Ethics. All square

footage, room dimensions and lot sizes are approximate. Offering subject to errors, omissions, prior sales, change of price or withdraw without notice. The information herein is provided by

the seller and not Weichert, Realtors® and while deemed reliable is not guaranteed. Weichert, Realtors® fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. GPPORTURITY
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Upcoming Historical Committee Events for 2025

Robert Taylor’s Birthday Open House - Solitude House Complex/Grounds - March 16th from 1-4pm

Mystery Event - Solitude House - April 5th from 6-10pm

Solitude Open House - Solitude House Complex/Grounds - April 27th from 1-4pm
4th Annual TISCO Spring Market Plantfest - TISCO & Solitude Complex/Grounds - May 3rd from 10am-2pm
Solitude Open House - Solitude House Complex/Grounds - May 18th from 1-4pm

4th Annual Father’s Day Cookout - Solitude House Complex/Grounds - June 15th from 12-3pm

Solitude Open House - Solitude House Complex/Grounds - June 29th from 1-4pm

3rd Annual “The Howard Menger Story” - South Branch Emergency Squad Building - July 13th from 1-4pm

Solitude Open House - Solitude House Complex/Grounds - July 27th from 1-4pm

4th Annual Solitude Brunch - Solitude House Complex/Grounds - August 10th from llam-2pm

HizH BRIDGE HISTORICAL COMMITTEE PRESENTS:

SOLITUDE HOUSE

HISTORIC LAKEFRCHNT ESTATE

About Solifude House and Grounds:

Soltude Houss, its cutbulkdings and greunds make v an
fspin licl part of our Bonough' s hstory!  This hislofic house
[choa I725) and Annex bulding (circo 1870 are Borough
ez and recenihy resioned by tha High Bridoe Hisioricol
Cammiies, This plopery onca erved as 1he residencs of
the Toyvker Family (ciroo [ 780 - 1935, who also cwned and
craroied the Tovicr Fan and Sheal Company, sinca 1803,
The grounds are conlinuously open to the public and ihe
buildings are open lof selecied evanti, Currantly, fhe
Commilles & working with the Borough and Historic
Freservation Speckaishs (o §51 these grounds, along wiih the
Taybar Iren and Slael Co. relaled building: and grounds, on
the State and Malonal Regisiers of Historc Placesil

Open House Brends:
Soliude House kopen la the public, on selected dafes, for
EREE laurs and communily avanis. Tha molisalion Bahind
ihe Hitodcol Committes’s restoration of High Bridge's
hisloric homeslecd i 1o make i availoble for communily
wid, *Come el lhe moovalion: complaled over he last
fow years: 19 and 39 ficor of the Solitude House, 19 flooe
of fhe Annex building, 2-boy garoge ard ihe sone
ummed kilchen!** Check our Focebook poge and/for
the Borcugh weebsibe for hours of openation, volmbesr
apporiunities ond upcoming community ewenis plonned
lor 20251 Solitude House it abo avalable lor private group
and schooliows, Advanced reservations are regquined and
subbjact 1o date ond voluntesr awailabiily,
About the High Bridge Helorlcal Commitiee:
Thee Hagh Bridge FEloncal Commillee i@ an incredibly
aciive commiies wilh o large group of voluntears
dedicated 1o pleseiving High Bridge's extensive hislary,
including the preseration of 83 hislorical properie: and
bwildings. The Committes acis In an advisory capaciy fo
ihe Borough of High Bridge and, in cooparalion wilh 1he
Borowgh, proudly cares for Sofilude House, Its outbulidings
and grounds  Funds ralied fnoem dondlions, events and
marchandise ok dlow lof the propery’'s confinugecd
restoration and repar. Thonk you fo alf our confibuforsill
Conboct U
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Pedestrian Safety Checklist

® Be aware that sun glare reduces driver visibility

e -Wear white clothing or reflectors or carry a light when walking at
night.

e -When driving, be especially alert in residential neighborhoods and
school zones and be on the lookout for bikers, walkers or runners
who may be distracted or may step into the street unexpectedly.

e -Reminder: when walking through the Arches tunnel stay close to
the side as it is difficult for drivers to see walkers in the tunnel.

For more pedestrian safety information visit www.gohunterdon.org

It’s Time for Lyme

As we enter spring and summer, please keep in mind the
following Lyme information and prevention tips:
¢ Ticks become more active once the outside temperature
rises above 40 degrees Fahrenheit.
e Daily tick checks are crucial elements in Lyme Disease
prevention.
e Tick repellants should be worn when in Lyme habitats.

e Remember: It is not the tick that you find that is likely to

cause Lyme Disease, it's the one you never find.

Wet Wipes Awareness

Disinfectant wipes and baby care wipes cannot be flushed in the toilet! Just because an item says it can be
flushed doesn’t mean it should be. The problem is that they appear to take longer to break down when
compared to traditional toilet paper, and as a result have caused major blockages in sewer systems. Wet
wipes, which do not disintegrate the way traditional toilet paper does, often combine with other materials,
like congealed grease, which can clog and damage plumbing. Wipes that clog pipes can lead to blockages that
can cause sewage overflow into basements or streams.

Please do not flush these items. Instead, bag them and place them in your garbage for collection.
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The High Bridge Economic Development Committee has been working alongside the NJ Motion Picture
and Television Commission to obtain the NJ Film Ready Certification. We have so many beautiful (and
haunting) locations that are just begging to be used in a motion picture, television show, or commercial.
Not only will these locations be showcased in the NJ film community, we be primed and ready as a
municipality to effectively support production and encourage and promote our local businesses as part of
the process.

The Film Ready NJ certification is a 5-step program designed to help municipalities and counties in New
Jersey accommodate on-location film and television production. It educates local officials about the
basics of production, including ordinances, permitting, industry standards, and public safety.

The Film Ready program aims to position New Jersey as a top filming destination by certifying
communities that can effectively support productions. Participants receive

training from industry professionals and gain a toolkit to attract and

support film crews. The program is managed by the New
Jersey Motion Picture and Television Commission

and connects local communities with film

professionals for streamlined

production processes.
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Infrastructure Project Updates

The Commons Bathroom:

The bathroom has been ordered and is in queue
for manufacturing. the goal would be to have the
installation completed on the new bathroom later
this spring - or as soon as it is ready for delivery

and installation.

Water Main Project:

Main Street (from Center Street to northern end),
Liberty Street, Cregar Avenue, Larrison Road and
Cregar Road (near NJ Transit bridge). We will try
to start work as soon as the weather permits and
hopefully have that project completed before

summer.

Hart Street, Union Avennue, and Central
Avenue Repaving Project:
The project will be put out to bid for summertime

construction. ‘The Safe Routes to School’ project
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will then follow our resurfacing project either
later this year or next year - depending upon the
NJ Department of Transportation/Federal Aid

review process.

East Main Street, Highland Avenue, Elm Street,
Maryland Avenue Repaving Project:

Currently under design to submit to the New
Jersey Department of Transportation for review
in late February/early March. Upon approval by
the Department of Transportation, the project
will be put out to bid for summer-time

construction.

Wilson Avenue Resurfacing Project:

The next step is to award engineering and
commence the design effort. the goal is to
complete the engineering design, obtain NJ
Department of Transportation approval, and bid

the project out this summer for fall construction.

Brandon Metz CPWM - Director of Public Works - BMetz@highbridge.org
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Illicit Connections to Sewer Systems

§303-9 Prohibited discharges into sanitary

sewers

It shall be a violation herof, subject to penalties
pursuant to §303-24, for any customer or user of
the High Bridge sewer system to hook up a sump
pump in any manner whatsoever so that it shall
pump either directly or indirectly into the Borough
sewer system. Furthermore, the Borough upon
finding any such illegal hookup shall cause such
illegal hookup to be removed and impose a
surcharge of $500 to be billed by the Sewer Utility,
plus any actual costs incurred by the Borough in
removing said illegal sump pump hookup. This
surcharge shall be in addition to any penalty

imposed pursuant to §303-24.

Under no circumstances will any of the following
be discharged, directly or indirectly, into the

sanitary sewer system:

e Stream, storm, roof, surface, subsurface, or
other water, including sump pumps.

® Any solid or viscous substance capable of
causing obstructions or other interference
with the proper operation of the sewage
treatment plant or sewage collector system.

e Ground garbage, except the residue from the
preparation, cooking, and dispensing food that
has been shredded to such degree that all
particles will be carried freely in suspension
under flow conditions normally prevailing in
public sewers, with no particle greater than 1/2

inch in any dimension.
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Dewey Avenue Recycling Location

Information

Starting April 1st, the Dewey Avenue Recycling
Location will be open from 8am to 2pm
Monday-Friday (except on holidays) as well as
the following Saturdays:

e April: 19th and 26th

® May: 17th and 31st

® June: 14th and 21st

e July: 12th and 26th

® August: 16th and 30th

e September: 20th and 27th

® October: 18th and 25th

¢ November: 8th and 15th
List of Acceptable Items:

® Leaves without bags

® Brush

e Scrap Metal

® Electronics
List of Acceptable Electronic Items:

e Electronic equipment

e Computers, Mice, Monitors, Printers, Scanners

® Cables, TVs, Personal digital assistants

¢ Flat panel displays, Vdeo game players

e Copy machines, Fax machines

¢ Phones, Cell phones, Answering machines

e Tape recorders, Reel to reel tape players

® Medical electronics, Surveillance equipment

e Toasters, Microwaves

e Refrigerators, Air conditioners, Dehumidifiers

e Essentially anything with a plug that is non-

hazardous
e All items recycled will count towards our
yearly tonnage report.

Fines will be imposed if anything other than the
acceptable items are dropped off. Please call
908-638-6455 with questions.

Brandon Metz CPWM - Director of Public Works - BMetz@highbridge.org
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Hydrant Flushing - April 21st and

May 2nd from 8pm to 2am
Why do we flush hydrants?

Hydrant flushing refreshes the water distribution
system, removes accumulated sediment from the
water mains, and ensures that the fire hydrants
are operational. While flushing the system will
not interrupt your water service, when crews are
working in your area you may notice a temporary
drop in water pressure or discolored water. This is
normal. After the flushing crew has left the area,
let your water run until it is clear.

Customer Tips:

¢ Avoid running your tap water and using the
washing machine or dishwasher while crews
are flushing in your area.

e If discolored water occurs, simply run the cold
water for a few minutes until it clears.

e Check for discolored water before using the
washing machine or dishwasher. Wait until
the water runs clear at the tap before doing
laundry or running the dishwasher. NOTE: If
your laundry becomes stained, DO NOT PUT
YOUR LAUNDRY IN THE DRYER. Call our Water
Department and one of our technicians will
deliver an iron removal chemical to you.
Rewash clothes immediately, following the
directions on the bottle.

e In some cases, slight discoloration might
linger for a few hours. This discoloration only
affects the appearance of the water and does
not affect water quality. No health hazards
are associated with discolored water from

hydrant flushing.

e If water pressure or water volume seem low

after flushing has been completed, check your

faucet screens for trapped particles.

Curbside Metal Pickup Dates

For pickup, please contact 908-638-6588 or
email bmetz@highbridge.org.

e May 10th

® June l4th

e July 19th

® August 16th

e September 20th

® October18th

e November 15th
Spring Brush Pick-Up
By Appointment Only 4/21-4/25
Call 908-638-6588 or
Email BMetz@highbridge.org
Leave the following info: Name, Address, Phone #
Water/Sewer Contact Information
Water or Sewer Related Emergency:
908-638-6500
Water Quality & System Operations:
908-638-6588
Billing Inquiries:
908-638-6455

Water Quality Reporting Form: https://form.jotform.com/241164947932059

44

*

Brandon Metz CPWM - Director of Public Works - BMetz@highbridge.org
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BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

9T WEST MAIN STREET, HIGH BRIDGE NJ 08829-1900

Letter on Infrastructure Improvements and Updates from November 2024
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Movember 5, 2024

In an effort to bring residents current with the water infrastructure improvements we have been making
throughout the Borough, we have put together the following updates,

In 2017, High Bridge residents voted to keep the water system and not sell to American Water. In doing so,
we are required to maintain, operate and improve the system as is required of all municipalities within the
state of New Jersey. The challenge for High Bridge is that the water and sewer infrastmucture had been
largely ignored for decades.

Over the last five years, High Bridge has been aggressive in seeking out grants and funding opportunities to
start this challenging and significant project affecting all residents. Together with the Borough Engineers,
our water and sewer operators, the DPW Director, Borough Administrator and members of Council, we
created a team to review the Asset Management Flan to assess and prioritize the improvements that
neaded to occur. We have been awarded nearly 510,000,000 in funding to replace water mains, overhaul
the Bunnvale well site and the Well & site on Grayrock Road, improve roadways under the 5afe Routes to
School program, purchase equipment, pave roads and even make improvements to our parks.

We have begun regular flushing programs, valve turning, and fire hydrant maintenance, and are happy to
report that all of our fire hydrants are in working condition. All of the water valves have bean turned and
those valves that are not working have been identified and we are working to replace them. The meter
replacement program has been successful and there are only a small handful of water meters left for the
Borough to replace,

In 2023, the borough applied for and received 54,000,000 in funding for our water infrastructure from the
State, Sofar, we've used a portion of that money for equipment upgrades at the Fairview and Solitude
Village water tanks. This week, the Highland, Elm, Maryland and Tisco water main replacement projects
were completed using 51.1 million of those funds. We will be discussing with our team the projects we will
identify next very saoon, and will be working throughout the winter and early spring.

We do recognize that this may be inconvenient at times, but we are literally rebuilding our water system.
The flushing and “shaking” of the system does create discolored water and low pressure for a short period.
Again, this type of steady maintenance has not been done in High Bridge in decades, Forinstance, during
the period between 2005 - 2018 the Borough only completed six water projects totaling 54381,000,

There are many other projects that will take several more years (and funding) to complete, indluding:

www highbridge.org

Brandon Metz CPWM - Director of Public Works - BMetz@highbridge.org
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Lower lenny Jump water main replacement.
Main Street water main replacement.

Fairview tank cleaning, painting, and upgrades.,
Solitude Water Tank cleaning and painting.
Relocation of the Bunnvale water line to Rt 513

These projects alone have an estimated cost of over S10M.

Dur team is committed to continue to seek funding and creative ways to save money on these projects, As
an example, we have recently explored using PVC type waber mains in certain areas. Our current waber
mains are either ductile, which is concrete lined pipe, or cast. In reviewing the quotes to continue using
ductile pipe or PVC pipe, the cost was very similar, and the engineers have recommended we continue using
ductile as the terrain in High Bridge is challenging, and the longevity of ductile pipe is up to 100 years.

In 2021 the State of New Jersey began requining all lead and galvanized water lines and connections
removed from water systems by 2031, What have we been doing? During the water meter replacement
program, we began identifying what type of water service lines were coming into each home, determining
whether copper or galvanized. If a galvanized or lead service line is identified, we remove them from the
system. We are happy to report we have only encountered a handful of questionable service lines, largely in
the oldest areas of the Borough.

We have detailed information on the Borough website where we try to keep residents updated with
explanations and courses of action we are taking with respect to water and road improvements. As a
reminder, also on the website is a Water Quality Reporting Form. We ask that you please wse this form if
Vou are experiencing any issves with water discoloration, pressure, ete. as it helps us to compile this dota and
help to identify problems. To those residents that have already been using the form, we thank you. This has
really helped ws to narrow the focus of potential problem areas.

Finally, although we've laid out some very expensive projects, there are also potential opportunities to help

offset these costs, For instance, when we replace the water main from the Bunnvale well site to the Fairview
tank, there are approximately 60 homes that could potentially become new costumers of the Borough. This
is another example of our team continuously meeting and discussing ways to improve the infrastructure and
find cost saving opportunities to make it happen.

COur hope is that this letter serves to add darity to all the projects that you see around town. As always, if
you have and further questions or want additional information about any of the above projects, please
reach out to Councilman Curtis Nowell at cnowell@highbridge.org or DPW Director Brandon Metz a

bmne tz@highbrid ge.

Councilman Curtis Nowell Mayor Michele Lee

www._highbridge.org

Brandon Metz CPWM - Director of Public Works - BMetz@highbridge.org
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VETERANS

Help Keep Our Veterans Park Signage Free
If your borough organization has an event sign to display, please place the sign to the side of the Veterans

Park rather than directly in front. Thank you for being respectful of this special area.

Legion Membership

The Legion is looking for new members. If interested in American Legion Post 188 membership please contact:
Matt Hogan at 908-735-2963.

Walkway of Honor

The money that is received from the purchase of bricks for the Walkway of Honor will fund the Veterans
Memorial. The bricks for this walkway are to remember our veterans (living or deceased).

Brick pavers can still be purchased for any veteran. See form attached. The cost is $100.

Contact Matt Hogan at 908-735-2963.

* *
+MEMORIAL DAY »

High Bridge Memorial Day Ceremony

Saturday, May 24th, 2025 at 11am
C. K. Hoffman Memorial Park

Come join the American Legion Post #188 and High Bridge Mayor and Council as we remember all American
Service people who have given the ultimate sacrifice for our country. Memorial Park is located at the

intersection of West Main St. and County 513 next to the NJ Transit commuter parking lot.

Come and remember with us.
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VETERANS

General John A. Logan's General Order 11 (Memorial Day Order)

I. The 30th day of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers or otherwise decorating
the graves of comrades who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now
lie in almost every city, village, and hamlet church-yard in the land. In this observance no form of ceremony is
prescribed, but posts and comrades will in their own way arrange such fitting services and testimonials of

respect as circumstances may permit.

We are organized, comrades, as our regulations tell us, for the purpose among other things, "of preserving
and strengthening those kind and fraternal feelings which have bound together the soldiers, sailors, and
marines who united to suppress the late rebellion." What can aid more to assure this result than cherishing
tenderly the memory of our heroic dead, who made their breasts a barricade between our country and its
foes? Their soldier lives were the reveille of freedom to a race in chains, and their deaths the tattoo of
rebellious tyranny in arms. We should guard their graves with sacred vigilance. All that the consecrated
wealth and taste of the nation can add to their adornment and security is but a fitting tribute to the memory
of her slain defenders. Let no wanton foot tread rudely on such hallowed grounds. Let pleasant paths invite
the coming and going of reverent visitors and fond mourners. Let no vandalism of avarice or neglect, no
ravages of time testify to the present or to the coming generations that we have forgotten as a people the

cost of a free and undivided republic.

If other eyes grow dull, other hands slack, and other hearts cold in the solemn trust, ours shall keep it well as

long as the light and warmth of life remain to us.

Let us, then, at the time appointed gather around their sacred remains and garland the passionless mounds
above them with the choicest flowers of spring-time; let us raise above them the dear old flag they saved
from hishonor; let us in this solemn presence renew our pledges to aid and assist those whom they have left

among us a sacred charge upon a nation's gratitude, the soldier's and sailor's widow and orphan.

IL It is the purpose of the Commander-in-Chief to inaugurate this observance with the hope that it will be
kept up from year to year, while a survivor of the war remains to honor the memory of his departed
comrades. He earnestly desires the public press to lend its friendly aid in bringing to the notice of comrades

in all parts of the country in time for simultaneous compliance therewith.
III. Department commanders will use efforts to make this order effective.

By order of
JOHN A. LOGAN, N.P. CHIPMAN, Official:
Commander-in-Chief Adjutant General WM. T. COLLINS, A.A.G.
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American Legion
Herbert Cawley Post 188

High Bridge, New Jersey
Ircorporated
March 13,1830
Fost Commander Post Adutant

Joseph Fazio Thomas

245 Whounk Mry R, PO Box 250

Gilan Gandner, MU D826 Hasrgpion, WL 0BEIT
{D0&) E3T-2178 Phons (B0 637 4521 Phona
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C.K. Hoffman Veterans Memorial Park
Walkway of Honor

The money that is received fram the purchase of bricks for the walloway of honor will fund the Veterans
Memoarial. The funding will be used for the preservation and developing of the sile. Bricks are 4™ X &
and can be imprinted with 3 ines, 13 characters per line (spaces are considered characters). Please
print your message in the boxes below, in capital letters.

Pleasa note: The bricks for this walloway are fo remember Velerans only (Tving or deceasad).

Name Example Brick
Address
City DEAN L DIETRICH
State SGT US ARMY
Phone VIETNAM “68" TET
Number of Bricks Em_a_il Date
Cost per brick is $100.00
Brick # 1 |
Brick #2

If you should have any questions please contact Mr. Joe Fazio (808) 537 2176 or
Mr. Ron Barber (S08) 246 3875

Mail orders can be made with a check, bank draft or money order payable to: Herbent Cawley
American Legion Post 188,
Mail to: Herbert Cawley Post 188
Mr. Ronald Barber
PO Box13

Glen Gardner, New Jersey 08826-0013
This form can be reproduced if needed.

For God and Country
. A Onpnitration of Warime Velerans in Servioe i Americ
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