
 
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Date: April 24, 2025 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

  Councilwoman Conroy  present Councilwoman Hamlin present  Mayor Lee present 
  Councilman Doyle   present Councilwoman Matos present  
  Councilwoman Ferry   present Councilman Nowell present   
Also present were Attorney Wendy Quiroga, Administrator Brett Bartman, CFO Michael Pitts, Clerk Adam 
Young and eight members of the public and press. Councilwoman Ferry attended via Zoom audio visual 
platform. 
 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: NONE AS PER RESOLUTION 083-2025 
 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 04/10/2025 REGULAR AND EXECUTIVE 
Motion to approve the April 10, 2025 regular minutes: Nowell / Doyle 

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, abstain ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 abstention 
Motion to approve the April 10, 2025 executive minutes: Nowell / Doyle 

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, abstain ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 abstention 
 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 
Matt Curtin asked about payments for work with the dam in the budget, the maturity of the dam bond, and asked for 
additional tax reductions. Mayor Lee spoke about there being no funds allocated for the dam and the bond maturity 
date of 2031. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: NONE 

 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Resolution 138-2025 – Introduction of Budget by CFO Michael Pitts – public hearing May 22, 2025. 
Mr. Pitts gave the budget presentation for the introduction of the 2025 budget. Mayor Lee spoke about the debt 
payment for the Catanzaretti property payment. Mr. Pitts, Attorney Quiroga, and Councilwoman Hamlin spoke 
about how capital appropriations are approved by Council. 
Motion to approve Resolution 138-2025: Nowell / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
B. Consent Agenda 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 139 - 2025 Amend Borough Event - 250th Revolutionary War Celebration 
Resolution - 140 - 2025 Amend Utility Rates and Fees 
Resolution - 141 - 2025 Approval of McGowan LLC Well Water Compliance Management Agreement 
Resolution - 142 - 2025 Updated Boards and Committees 
Resolution - 143 - 2025 Grounds For Arts Fest Fees 



Resolution - 144 - 2025 Lien Redemption 
Resolution - 145 - 2025 Refund of Utility Overpayment 

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Nowell / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: 
A. Ordinance 2025-008: Ordinance To Exceed The Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits Providing 

for a 3.5% "cap" For The 2025 Budget And To Establish A Cap Bank Pursuant to 
N.J.S.A 40A:4-45.14 

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2025-008: Nowell / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes  
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2025-008 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Star 
Ledger along with the public hearing date of May 8, 2025. 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE 

 
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE 

 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $3,669,903.38 
Motion to approve bill list: Nowell / Doyle 

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 
Mary Murdock asked about the number of Department of Public Works employees, who the Tax Assessor is,  a 
prior road repair Resolution, if parking meters are planned for Main Street, and how many total services the 
Borough provides. Mayor Lee answered that Aaron Wilson is the Tax Assessor, no parking meters planned for 
Main Street, and that there are many Borough services. Viriyah Hodges thanked Mayor and Council for the 
presentation to the public and the formulation of the budget. Mike Ladolcetta thanked Mayor and Council for 
their work and spoke about his assessment history being high. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion to adjourn: Nowell / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: May 8, 2025 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 

ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 

 


