
 
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
Date: June 12, 2025 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

  Councilwoman Conroy absent  Councilwoman Hamlin present  Mayor Lee present 
  Councilman Doyle  present  Councilwoman Matos present  
  Councilwoman Ferry  present  Councilman Nowell present   
Also present were Attorney Michelle Yang, Administrator Brett Bartman, Clerk Adam Young, and six members 
of the public and press. 

 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: NONE AS PER RESOLUTION 083-2025 
 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 05/22/2025 
Motion to approve the May 22, 2025 regular minutes: 

Roll call vote: Conroy, absent ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 ayes, 1 absent 
 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 
Mary Murdock spoke about the Resolution moving the clothing shed and congratulations for the Soap Box Derby. 
Mayor Lee spoke about the Resolution being removed from the Agenda and the Women of High Bridge doing an 
amazing job with the Soap Box Derby event. Councilman Nowell and Mayor Lee thanked the Department of Public 
Works and the Police Department for their contributions. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
A. Highlands Letter - Housing Element and Fair Share Plan and Build-Out Analysis 
B. May Administrator’s Report 
C. May Tax Collector’s Report 
D. May Zoning Report 
E. Detective Gutsick 3rd Class Recommendation Letter 

 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Consent Agenda 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 165 - 2025 Approval To Submit A Grant Application And Execute A Grant Contract With 

The New Jersey Department Of Transportation For The Commons Park 
Pedestrian Improvements Project 

Resolution - 166 - 2025 Approve Relocation Of High Bridge Fire Department Clothing Donation Shed To 
The Commons 

Resolution - 167 - 2025 Approve The Agreement For Professional Services With Hunter Research 
Resolution - 168 - 2025 Authorization of Proposal For Biennial Certification For The Deed Notice 
Resolution - 169 - 2025 Intent To Bond In The Event That There Is A Shortfall In Funding To Effectuate 

Certain Affordable Housing Mechanisms In Its Housing Element and Fair Share 
Plan 

Resolution - 170 - 2025 Join Morris County Co-op 



Resolution - 171 - 2025 Plenary License Approval - High Bridge Liquors LLC 
Resolution - 172 - 2025 Plenary License Approval - Mrs. Rileys 
Resolution - 173 - 2025 Promotion Of Det. Jessica Gutsick To 3rd Class 
Resolution - 174 - 2025 Refund For Construction Permit 
Resolution - 175 - 2025 Request For Proposal - Authorizing The Completion And Submission Of The 

2025 Participation Form For The Hunterdon Area Energy Aggregation Program 
Motion to approve the consent agenda Resolution 165-2025 and Resolutions 167-2025 through Resolution 175-
2025: Nowell / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Conroy, absent ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 ayes, 1 absent 
 
Resolution 166-2025: Approve Relocation Of High Bridge Fire Department Clothing Donation Shed To The 

Commons 
Administrator Bartman spoke about the need for permitting for the clothing donation shed which allows for the 
shed to be moved to the Dewey Avenue property location. Discussion ensued with Mayor, Council, the 
Administrator, and the Clerk about access times, future permitting and locations, 
Motion to amend Resolution 166-2025 to have the location of the clothing shed be the Dewey Avenue recycling 
center: Nowell / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Conroy, absent ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 ayes, 1 absent 
Motion to approve Resolution 166-2025: Nowell / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Conroy, absent ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 ayes, 1 absent 
 
B. Resolution 176-2025: Authorization Of Professional Services For Engineering Services Desktop  

Infiltration And Inflow Study 
Councilman Nowell and Mayor Lee spoke about the intent of the Resolution to begin identifying and correcting 
infiltration and inflow of water into the sewer system. Councilwoman Hamlin asked how long the report may 
take. Mayor Lee spoke about timing of prior reports. Councilwoman Matos asked about how soon this project 
starts. Councilman Nowell spoke about the extent of the work completed and having a meeting with the 
engineers. Administrator Bartman spoke about the engineers scope of the project and generating an executable 
timeline. 
Motion to approve Resolution 176-2025: Nowell / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Conroy, absent ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 ayes, 1 absent 

 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: 
A. Ordinance 2025-009: Ordinance Appropriating $119,000 From Sewer Capital Improvement  

Fund For Sewer Repairs, Vehicles & Equipment 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2025-009: 
Roll call vote: Conroy, absent ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 ayes, 1 absent 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2025-009 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Star 
Ledger along with the public hearing date of June 26, 2025. 
B. Ordinance 2025-010: Grant Of Easement - Elizabethtown Gas - Golf Course 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2025-010: 
Roll call vote: Conroy, absent ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 ayes, 1 absent 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2025-010 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Star 
Ledger along with the public hearing date of June 26, 2025. 
C. Ordinance 2025-011: An Ordinance Authorizing, As A General Improvement, The Acquisition Of  

Certain Equipment 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2025-011: Nowell / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Conroy, absent ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, no ; Hamlin, no ; Matos, no ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion does not pass: 3 no, 2 yes, 1 absent 



Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2025-011 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Star 
Ledger along with the public hearing date of June 26, 2025. 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE 

 
LEGAL ISSUES: 
Attorney Yang spoke about a public hearing to present and adopt the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan 
which will then become before the Mayor and Council. 

 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $660,067.05 
Motion to approve bill list: Nowell / Doyle 

Roll call vote: Conroy, absent ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 ayes, 1 absent 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 
Mary Murdock spoke about a water cap needing to be replaced. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion to adjourn: Nowell / Doyle 
Roll call vote: Conroy, absent ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 5 ayes, 1 absent 
 
Next Council Meeting: June 26, 2025 - 7:30 pm – EMS Building, 95 West Main St., High Bridge, NJ 
 

ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 

 


