BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Date: May 22, 2025 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ

CALL TO ORDER

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR OR PRESIDING OFFICER

ROLL CALL

Councilwoman Conroy present Councilwoman Hamlin present Mayor Lee present
Councilman Doyle present Councilwoman Matos present

Councilwoman Ferry present Councilman Nowell  present

Also present were Attorney Wendy Quiroga, Administrator Brett Bartman, CFO Michael Pitts, Clerk Adam
Young, and thirty-three members of the public and press. Councilwoman Conroy joined by Zoom audio/video.

READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: NONE AS PER RESOLUTION 083-2025

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 05/08/2025

Motion to approve the May 8, 2025 regular minutes: Nowell / Ferry

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

VISITORS: NONE

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON
Sally Ward spoke about hummingbird migration and not feeding wild animals. Gordon Marx, as Chair of the Golf
Committee, spoke about the golf course profit, the history of expenses and upgrades which need funding, course
management, and need for new players, and budgeting for the course. Steven Silvestri spoke about the expected
returns from the golf course, expenses of the course, and suggested a review of the property as a golf course.
Christpher Graham asked about a dead tree at 100 West Main Street, spoke about the golf course making a profit,
and investing in the course. Virginia Lake asked about their utility bill. Councilman Nowell suggested talking to
the Utility Collector/DPW Director. Jake Panthos spoke about their utility bill. Mary Healy spoke about their
utility bill and water meter issue.

PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: NONE

OLD BUSINESS:

A. Adopt Budget

Motion to open public hearing on budget Resolution 138-2025:Ferry /Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

CFO Michael Pitts gave a brief synopsis of the proposed budget. Councilwoman Hamlin spoke about challenges
with the formation of the budget, the golf course not bringing in enough revenue, golf course operations history
and costs, a review of the golf course land use, and communication challenges with Mayor and Council. Mayor
Lee spoke about the golf contract expiring next year. Councilman Nowell spoke about the golf course generating
revenue and reviewing options. Councilwoman Ferry spoke about revisiting golf course improvements and
improving communication. Attorney Quiroga spoke about the Open Public Meetings Act and conduct. Sally
Ward spoke in support of passing the budget. Virginia Lake spoke about an events space at the golf course.
Mayor Lee spoke about the previous project for an event space. Maurice Koffman, member of the Golf
Committee, spoke about continuing dialogue, reviewing the course for improvements, and support for passage of
the budget while having further discussion. Christopher Graham spoke about the course still making a profit.




Mary Murdock spoke about the history of the golf course, golf course management and contracts needing
review, and Council reporting.

Motion to close the public hearing on budget Resolution 138-2025: Ferry / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Resolution 157-2025 amending the budget: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

CFO Michael Pitts spoke about the budget amendment.

Motion to adopt budget Resolution 138-2025: Nowell / Ferry

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Consent Agenda
RESOLUTION # TITLE

Resolution - 158 - 2025 | Accept Resignation — Mark Mandelberg

Resolution - 159 - 2025 | Approval Of Dog Adoption During Pooch Parade Event

Resolution - 160 - 2025 | Approval To Submit A Grant Application And Execute A Grant Contract With
The New Jersey Department Of Transportation For The Commons Park
Pedestrian Improvements Project
Resolution - 161 - 2025 | Award of Contract — Highland Avenue, Maryland Avenue, Elm Street & East
Main Street - Roadway Improvement Project
Resolution - 162 - 2025 | Award of Contract — Central Avenue, Union Avenue & Hart Street — Roadway
Improvement Project
Resolution - 163 - 2025 | Award of Contract — Water Analyzer
Resolution - 164 - 2025 | Social Media Appointments and Updates
Motion to approve the consent agenda: Ferry / Nowell
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: NONE
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE
LEGAL ISSUES: NONE

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. ~ Total Amount: $535,170.16
Motion to approve bill list: Nowell / Ferry

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON

Gordon Marx spoke about the purpose of creating the golf course, the extension of the golf course bond, and the
costs of building homes on the course. Christopher Graham spoke about it being nice to see everyone. Sally
Ward thanked Mayor and Council for passing the budget.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion to adjourn: Ferry / Nowell

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Next Council Meeting: June 12, 2025 - 7:30 pm — Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ
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