BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Date: June 26, 2025 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: EMS Bldg., 95 West Main Street, High Bridge NJ 08829

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR LEE

ROLL CALL

Councilwoman Conroy present Councilwoman Hamlin present Mayor Lee present
Councilman Doyle present Councilwoman Matos present

Councilwoman Ferry  present Councilman Nowell  present

Also present were Attorney Wendy Quiroga, Administrator/Chief Brett Bartman, Clerk Adam Y oung, members
of the High Bridge Police Department, and eleven members of the public and press. Attorney Quiroga joined the
meeting at 7:32 p.m.. Councilman Nowell joined via audio visual platform, Zoom.

READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: NONE AS PER RESOLUTION 083-2025

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 06/12/2025

Motion to approve the June 12, 2025 regular minutes: Doyle / Ferry

Roll call vote: Conroy, abstain ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 abstention

VISITORS:

A. Officer Brian Shipps — Acceptance of Retirement

Mayor Lee, Council, and Administrator Bartman spoke about the career of Officer Brian Shipps who served the
Borough for over two decades. Chief Barman relieved Officer Shipps of his post.

Motion to adopt Resolution 177-2025, to accept retirement of Officer Brian Shipps: Doyle / Conroy

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON

Mary Murdock asked about what to do if ICE appears in High Bridge. Attorney Quiroga offered advice and spoke
about available public resources. Administrator/Chief Bartman spoke about the Police Department having directives
for law enforcement. Mary Murdock spoke about Ordinance 2025-015 including parking meters creating a negative
impact. Karyn Gove thanked the Police Department and the Department of Public Works with help on the Soap Box
Derby event, spoke about High Bridge businesses opposing the purchase of parking meters.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. Ordinance 2025-009: Ordinance Appropriating $119,000 From Sewer Capital Improvement
Fund For Sewer Repairs, Vehicles & Equipment

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-009: Ferry / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Administrator Bartman spoke about the intent of the Ordinance.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-009: Ferry / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-009: Ferry / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes




B. Ordinance 2025-010: Grant Of Easement - Elizabethtown Gas - Golf Course

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-010: Doyle / Ferry

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Attorney Quiroga spoke about the intent of the Ordinance. Mary Murdock asked about the location of the
easements. Administrator Bartman spoke about the parking lot. Attorney Quiroga spoke about there being no
cost to the Borough.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-010: Doyle / Ferry

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-010: Ferry / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: NONE
OLD BUSINESS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:
A.  Consent Agenda

RESOLUTION # TITLE

Resolution - 178 - 2025 | Appointment of Qualified Purchasing Agent

Resolution - 179 - 2025 | Authorization of Open Container Borough Event - GFA

Resolution - 180 - 2025 | Authorization of Social Affairs Permit and Event Code Exemptions - For High
Bridge

Resolution - 181 - 2025 | Borough Event Exemptions To Provisions Of Chapter 268 - 250th Celebration

Resolution - 182 - 2025 | Borough Event Exemptions To Provisions Of Chapter 268 - GFA

Resolution - 183 - 2025 | Cancellation of Capital Balances

Resolution - 184 - 2025 | Ch. 159 - Clean Communities

Resolution - 185 - 2025 | Endorsing the 2025 Housing Element And Fair Share Plan

Resolution - 186 - 2025 | Plenary License Approval - Circa

Motion to approve the consent agenda: Doyle / Conroy
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES:

A. Ordinance 2025-012: Reappropriate Capital Funds

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2025-012: Doyle / Conroy

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2025-012 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Star

Ledger along with the public hearing date of July 24, 2025.

B. Ordinance 2025-013: Ordinance Authorizing An Agreement For Police Mutual Aid - Hunterdon
County Anti-Crime Task Force Between Participating Law Enforcement
Agencies Operating In Hunterdon County

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2025-013: Doyle / Conroy

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2025-013 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Star

Ledger along with the public hearing date of July 24, 2025.




C. Ordinance 2025-014: Ordinance Appropriating $125,000 From Water Capital Improvement Fund For
Water Repairs, Vehicle & Equipment

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2025-014: Doyle / Conroy

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2025-014 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Star

Ledger along with the public hearing date of July 24, 2025.

D. Ordinance 2025-015: An Ordinance Authorizing As A General Improvement The Acquisition Of
Certain Equipment By The Borough Of High Bridge And Appropriating
$320,000.00 Therefor From The Capital Improvement Fund

Councilwoman Hamlin motioned to amend the Ordinance to separate the parking meters out to be handled

separately. Attorney Quiroga spoke about the process of requesting an amendment at the public hearing of an

Ordinance.

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2025-015: Doyle / Conroy

Roll call vote: Conroy, Yes ; Doyle, Yes ; Ferry, No ; Hamlin, No ; Matos, Yes ; Nowell, Yes ;

Motion passes: 4 yes, 2 no

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2025-015 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Star

Ledger along with the public hearing date of July 24, 2025.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS:

Councilwoman Conroy — Green Team / Board of Health / Environmental Commission

Spoke about the Green Team meeting this coming Monday, the Environmental Commission meeting,
monitoring, cleaning, reporting and clean up reminders for the Columbia Trail, events and presentations going
well, plant watering, and a grant received.

Councilman Doyle — Golf / Emergency Services

Spoke about a meeting of the Gold Committee, the golf course on budget and being maintained, management
contract agreement, and the 25" Residents Day event. Spoke about South Branch Emergency Squad statistics and
the SBES agreement. Spoke about the retirement of Officer Shipps, new Officer in training Matthew Weippert,
read the Police statistics. Spoke about the Fire Department statistics, the Fire Department participating in events,
and attending the 200 Club event.

Councilwoman Ferry — Education

Spoke about the 8" grade graduation, gave congratulations to the 8" graders, school staff retirements and staffing
changes, Board of Education training, the June 5™ public information session from the High Bridge Board of
Education, and recommended attending the Residents Day event.

Councilwoman Hamlin — Website / Newsletter / Social Media / Open Space and Recreation

Spoke about the planning of the High Bridge Criterium Race with the Recreation Committee, sponsoring the
event and meeting with DPW and the Administrator about Union Force traffic calming plans.

Councilwoman Matos — Historical

Spoke about the annual Father’s Day event, thanked ShopRite for their contributions, the upcoming Howard
Menger event, Jazz Brunch event, and the 250™ of the Revolutionary War event.

Councilman Nowell — Finance / Creative Team / Department of Public Works and Engineering

Spoke about installation of drainage pipes and catch basin projects, preconstruction meetings, proposed project
start dates, water main projects, repaving projects, mowing is ongoing, sewer cleaning, and Creative Team event
planning.

Administrator Bartman — Administrator’s Report

Spoke about coordinating Town Halls for paving projects, preconstruction meetings, project site walk and
certifications for the Safe Routes to School program, meeting with NJBEAD pertaining to grants for high speed
internet, meeting with Brightspeed about moving a pole, letters of support for the Transit Village application
grant, and a meeting pertaining to Teamsters.

Mayor Lee — Executive Services

Spoke about attending the County Shared Services meetings pertaining to storm water, met with the County

Economic Director about updating the County tourism site with High Bridge events, shout out to employee
Jennifer Harrington for appointment as the Qualified Purchasing Agent, collective bargaining agreements,

personnel policy updates, swearing in Matthew Weippert to the Police Department, affordable housing, 100 West
Main Street Planning Board public hearing coming, 1 Main Street construction update, thanked Coleen Conroy
for attending an NJ Transit meeting, thanked High Bridge Women’s Group for a great Soap Box Derby event,



ribbon cutting for the opening QuikStop station, and encouraged all to attend Residents Day.

LEGAL ISSUES:

Attorney Quiroga spoke about the consent Agenda Resolution adoption for endorsing Resolution 185-2025, the
coming Resolution to approve the Borough’s spending plan, and the Borough maintaining immunity, and a thank
you to Darlene Green, Borough Planner.

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. =~ Total Amount: $936.825.71
Motion to approve bill list: Ferry / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON

Mary Murdock thanked Officer Shipps for his service and spoke about the Pooch Parade going well. Karyn Gove
asked about posting private events on the Borough website. Mayor Lee spoke about putting them on her private page
But not on the Borough calendar. Karyn Gove about automatic bathroom doors locking during an event. Administrator
Bartman spoke about troubleshooting with the door controller.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion to adjourn: Ferry / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Next Council Meeting: July 24, 2025 - 7:30 pm — EMS Building, 95 W. Main Street, High Bridge, NJ

ATTEST: ,
Adam Young Michele Lee

Municipal Clerk Mayor



