
 
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Date: July 24, 2025 – 7:30 p.m. – EMS Bldg., 95 West Main Street, High Bridge NJ 08829 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE 
 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR LEE 

 
ROLL CALL 

  Councilwoman Conroy  present Councilwoman Hamlin present  Mayor Lee present 
  Councilman Doyle   present Councilwoman Matos present  
  Councilwoman Ferry   present Councilman Nowell present 
Also present were Attorney Wendy Quiroga, via Zoom video platform, Attorney Gabrielle Canaie, Administrator 
Brett Bartman, Clerk Adam Young, members of the High Bridge Police Department, and twenty-six members of 
the public and press. 
 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: NONE AS PER RESOLUTION 083-2025 
 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 06/26/2025 
Motion to approve the June 26th, 2025 regular minutes: Nowell / Ferry 

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 
Gordon Marx spoke in support of the Ordinance funding the golf course. Joe Supnet spoke in support of the 
Ordinance funding the golf course. Carol Wirtz spoke about the appearance of the recycling center being 
unpleasant. Sue Walther spoke about the appearance of the recycling center being unpleasant. Frank Pumillo 
spoke about concerns with construction project impacts on infrastructure in the Borough. Johnathan Duff spoke 
about concerns with the 100 West Main Street development impacts to the Borough, asked about affordable 
housing obligations. Attorney Quiroga spoke about the adjusted thirty-one units which will not be met. Nicole 
Poko spoke about concerns with parking and pay stations and support for the new development. Susan Kreitz 
spoke about concerns with earth and debris in the street. Margaret Campbell spoke in support of funding the golf 
course, spoke against parking pay stations, and investing in events and roads. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
A. Ordinance 2025-012:  Reappropriate Capital Funds 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-012: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Nowell spoke about the purpose of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-012: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-012: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
B. Ordinance 2025-013:  Ordinance Authorizing An Agreement For Police Mutual Aid - Hunterdon  

County Anti-Crime Task Force Between Participating Law Enforcement 
Agencies Operating In Hunterdon County 

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-013: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 



Administrator Bartman spoke about the purpose of the Ordinance. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-013: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-013: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
C. Ordinance 2025-014:  Ordinance Appropriating $125,000 From Water Capital Improvement Fund For  

Water Repairs, Vehicle & Equipment 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-014: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Councilman Nowell spoke about the purpose of the Ordinance. Susan Wirtz asked about the type of truck. 
Councilman Nowell spoke about the truck and uses intended. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-014: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-014: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
D. Ordinance 2025-015:  An Ordinance Authorizing As A General Improvement The Acquisition Of  

Certain Equipment By The Borough Of High Bridge And Appropriating 
$320,000.00 Therefor From The Capital Improvement Fund 

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-015: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Administrator Bartman spoke about the purpose of the Ordinance, items included, addressing existing paid 
parking inefficiencies, equipment acquisition limitations, the need for further legislation prior to purchases, and 
exploring options to collect fees such as software. Mayor Lee spoke about this being part of the budgeting 
process and having clarity at the public meetings, not purchasing parking pay stations at this time, paid parking 
on Main Street not happening, interactions with the Transit Village designation, Nicole Poko receiving 
notification from the Mayor about parking, and the budgeting process. Councilman Nowell spoke about this 
Ordinance involving the Dept. of Public Works truck, the need to update the Borough Code to enact parking 
changes, and Mayor and Council action being required to move forward. Councilwoman Conroy spoke about 
needing efficiencies. Councilwoman Hamlin spoke about miscommunications with parking information, the 
intent of manage the current process for parking, and further legislation being needed to enact parking changes to 
the Borough Code. Nicole Poko spoke about miscommunications with the parking topic, the importance of 
parking to Main Street businesses, and costs with pay stations. Clerk Young spoke about the current parking 
permit processing and current costs to the taxpayer. Margaret Campbell asked about two-hour parking, 
supporting the Police Department doing patrols, and asked what other towns are doing without pay stations. 
Frank Pumillo asked what is done with old Borough equipment. Administrator Bartman spoke about doing 
auctions or scrap. 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-015: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-015: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
A. Administrator’s Report 
B. Tax Collector’s Report 
C. Zoning Report 
D. Councilwoman Hamlin Correspondence 

 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

 



NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Consent Agenda 

RESOLUTION # TITLE 
Resolution - 187 - 2025 Accept Resignation Of Detective Jessica Gutsick 
Resolution - 188 - 2025 Approval of Social Affair Permit For The Califon Fire Company - Golf Outing 
Resolution - 189 - 2025 Approval To Submit A Grant Application And Execute A Grant Contract With 

The  New Jersey Dept of Transportation For The Watergate Dr, Deer Run Rd, 
And Northwood Dr Improvement Project 

Resolution - 190 - 2025 Approve Amended Memorandum Of Understanding Between The Borough Of 
High Bridge And Jersey Off Road Bicycling Association 

Resolution - 191 - 2025 Authorization To Submit Hunterdon Municipal Grant - Commons Park 
Resolution - 192 - 2025 Authorizing And Supporting The Submission Of The Hunterdon County Law 

Enforcement Grant 
Resolution - 193 - 2025 Authorizing The Publication Of Bid Specifications For Solid Waste And 

Recycling Material Collection Service 
Resolution - 194 - 2025 Award Of Contract - Manholes 
Resolution - 195 - 2025 Award Of Contract - Replacement of Water Service Line - Solitude Village 
Resolution - 196 - 2025 Award Of Contract - Sewer Jetting 
Resolution - 197 - 2025 Award Of Contract - Upgrades & Calibrations At Bunnvale And Well 8 
Resolution - 198 - 2025 Borough Event Exemptions To Provisions Of Chapter 268 - Criterium Event 
Resolution - 199 - 2025 Ch 159 - Highlands Grant 
Resolution - 200 - 2025 Ch 159 - Somerset Hills Garden Club 
Resolution - 201 - 2025 Council Committee Assignments 
Resolution - 202 - 2025 Elizabethtown Gas Gas Extension Contract - 7-9 River Road  
Resolution - 203 - 2025 Extension Of Third Quarter Taxes 
Resolution - 204 - 2025 Increasing Bid Threshold 
Resolution - 205 - 2025 Lien Redemption 
Resolution - 206 - 2025 Updated Boards and Committees 
Resolution - 207 - 2025 Refund Tax Overpayment - 100% Veteran 
Resolution - 208 - 2025 Authorizing Execution Of Agreement With RVE For Engineering Services For 

The Wastewater I&I 
Motion to approve the consent agenda: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: 

 
A. Ordinance 2025-016: Bond Ordinance Providing For Various Capital Improvements In And By  

The Borough Of High Bridge, In The County Of Hunterdon, New Jersey, 
Appropriating $732,000 Therefor And Authorizing The Issuance Of $695,400 
Bonds Or Notes Of The Borough To Finance Part Of The Cost Thereof 

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2025-016: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2025-016 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Star 
Ledger along with the public hearing date of August 14, 2025. 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: NONE 

 
LEGAL ISSUES: 
Gabrille Canaie spoke about this being her last meeting with the Borough. 

 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $2,909,753.99 
Motion to approve bill list: Nowell / Ferry 



Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON 
Michael Gronsky spoke about the memorandum of understanding with JORBA, asking how the document was made, 
and spoke about legacy trails. Councilwoman Hamlin spoke about the changes made to the previous contract. George 
Wirtz spoke about the need for better lighting and paint in the tunnel. Johnathan Duff spoke about what a commitment 
to growth means and how extra housing units are considered with Borough emergencies. Mayor Lee spoke about 
coming to a Planning Board meeting. Bill Honachefsky spoke about the importance of keeping the historical trail, the 
greenway. Nicole Poko spoke about the Howard Menger event and suggested a Resolution to create a Howard Menger 
holiday. Mayor Lee spoke about the County involvement with a possible future event. Ildiko Meijer spoke about Dept. 
of Public Works areas in need of review. Councilman Nowell and Administrator Bartman spoke about reviewing those 
areas. Carol Wirtz spoke about requesting more communication with Borough projects. Mayor Lee spoke about the 
forced removal and relocation of the recycling items. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion to adjourn: Nowell / Ferry 
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ; 
Motion passes: 6 yes 
 
Next Council Meeting: August 14, 2025 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 
 

ATTEST: 

     
Adam Young      Michele Lee 
Municipal Clerk     Mayor 
 


