BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Date: August 14, 2025 — 7:30 p.m. — Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR LEE

FLAG SALUTE: LEAD BY MAYOR OR PRESIDING OFFICER

ROLL CALL

Councilwoman Conroy present Councilwoman Hamlin present Mayor Lee present
Councilman Doyle present Councilwoman Matos present

Councilwoman Ferry  present Councilman Nowell  present

Also present were Attorney Sapana Shah, Administrator Brett Bartman, Clerk Adam Young, and five members
of the public and press.

READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: NONE AS PER RESOLUTION 083-2025

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES:

Motion to approve the July 24, 2025 regular minutes: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

VISITORS: NONE
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON - NONE

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A. Ordinance 2025-016: Bond Ordinance Providing For Various Capital Improvements In And By
The Borough Of High Bridge, In The County Of Hunterdon, New Jersey,
Appropriating $732,000 Therefor And Authorizing The Issuance Of $695,400
Bonds Or Notes Of The Borough To Finance Part Of The Cost Thereof

Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-016: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Administrator Bartman and Councilman Nowell spoke about the intent of the Ordinance.

Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2025-016: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-016: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:

A. July Administrator’s Report
B. July Tax Collector’s Report
C. July Zoning Report

OLD BUSINESS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Consent Agenda

RESOLUTION # TITLE

Resolution - 209 - 2025 | Appointment of Temporary Probationary Police Officer - Jake Toscano




Resolution - 210- 2025 | Approving Remington And Vernick Engineers, Herein Referred To As “RVE”
Proposal To Provide Services For NJDEP MS4 Watershed Improvement Plan
(WIP) Phase I Report And Requesting Allocation Of Budget Funding To
Subsidizing Such Proposal

Resolution - 211 - 2025 | Authorize Temporary Access Agreement with 25 Wilson Ave for Utility Work
Resolution - 212 - 2025 | Authorizing The Mayor And Clerk To Execute A Federal Aid Agreement With
The NJDOT

Resolution - 213 - 2025 | Authorizing To Submit A County Open Space Trust Fund Grant Application
Resolution - 214 - 2025 | Award Of Contract - Guard Rail

Resolution - 215 - 2025 | Award Of Contract - Truck

Resolution - 216 - 2025 | Salaries and Wages 1

Resolution - 217 - 2025 | Updated Boards and Committees

Resolution - 218 - 2025 | Change Order - Central Avenue

Resolution - 219 - 2025 | Authorizing The Setting Of Minimum Bids For The Sale Of Surplus Personal
Property No Longer Needed For Public Use On An Online Auction Website
Motion to approve the consent agenda Resolutions 209-2025 to Resolution 218-2025: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to amend Resolution 219-2025 to remove item Toro 3150 - 2013 313000633 from the Resolution:
Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Resolution 219-2025 as amended: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

B. Resolution 220-2025: Salaries and Wages 2

Motion to approve Resolution 220-2025: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, abstain ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 5 yes, 1 abstain

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES:

A. Ordinance 2025-017: Amend Chapter 407-28 - Meter Tests and Adjustments

Motion to introduce Ordinance 2025-017: Nowell / Doyle
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2025-017 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Star
Ledger along with the public hearing date of September 11, 2025.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS:

Councilwoman Conroy — Green Team / Board of Health / Environmental Commission / Economic Development
Committee

Councilwoman Conroy spoke about the Environmental Committee Lake Solitude trash monitoring, Commons
plantings with grant funds, "Grounds for Art" preparation, 100 West Main development review, Main Street anti-
litter campaign, Farmers market planning, Economic Development Committee working on "Film Ready" movie
certification, and the fall contest for businesses.

Councilman Doyle — Golf / Emergency Services

Councilman Doyle spoke about the Fire Department statistics, the South Branch EMS statistics, new volunteer
applicants, Community event support (Soapbox Derby, graduation), EMS statewide high-water rescue tasking,
Police Department Statistics, temporary Officer appointment, PBA contract negotiations, Officer assignment
changes and the Blue Angel program.

Councilwoman Ferry — Education




Councilwoman Ferry spoke about upcoming Board of Education meeting dates, the first day of school
announcement, and the "Chalk the Walk" community event details. She wished all good luck with the new
school year.

Councilwoman Hamlin — Website / Newsletter / Social Media / Open Space and Recreation

Councilwoman Hamlin spoke about the fall/winter 2025 newsletter call for creative department submissions,
new advertising options (including business card size), and the cover photo contest announcement.
Councilwoman Hamlin also spoke about the Criterium Race event summary, and gave acknowledgements to the
Committee members, volunteers, sponsors, and Borough employees who assisted.

Councilwoman Matos — Historical

Councilwoman Matos spoke about the Criterium Race being an amazing event, gave the Historical Committee
report about the success of the Howard Menger event, the Jazz Brunch event, upcoming events at the Solitude
House including being open during the Grounds For Arts event, and the 250th anniversary event, with various
exhibitors, including the Hunterdon Symphony orchestra.

Councilman Nowell — Finance / Creative Team / Department of Public Works and Engineering

Councilman Nowell spoke about paving projects completed and beginning, Public Works projects completed,
tunnel painting, penstock/drainage repairs, annual sewer cleaning, mowing, free mulch available to residents, a
successful DEP stormwater inspection, and the "Grounds for Art" (GFA) event.

Administrator Bartman — Administrator’s Report

Administrator Bartman spoke about the sewer contract discussions (schools, state parks), setup of an iBank
project for sewer repairs, MS4 (storm sewer) inspection and funding inquiry, transit Village information
submission, personnel policy updates, final submission of Green Communities grant (forestry), coordination on
Commons bathroom installation, and annual financial report approval.

Mayor Lee — Executive Services

Mayor Lee spoke about the NJ Transit/Raritan Valley Line improvement meetings and future meetings, request
for photos for "Film Ready" initiative, the commons bathroom grand opening and ribbon cutting (this Saturday),
and introduced Sapana Shah, Borough Attorney.

LEGAL ISSUES: NO REPORT AT THIS TIME

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:

Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List. =~ Total Amount: $1,280,111.14
Motion to approve bill list: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 1 MINUTE PER PERSON - NONE
EXECUTIVE SESSION: LEGAL ADVICE FOR PBA CONTRACT

Resolution 221-2025 - Motion to move into executive session: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Action may be taken.

Motion to return to open session: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

Motion to adopt Resolution 222-2025 - Authorization and Execution of the Collective Bargaining Agreement
Between the Borough of High Bridge and the Policeman’s Benevolent Association Local 188, High Bridge Unit
Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;

Motion passes: 6 yes

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion to adjourn: Nowell / Doyle

Roll call vote: Conroy, yes ; Doyle, yes ; Ferry, yes ; Hamlin, yes ; Matos, yes ; Nowell, yes ;
Motion passes: 6 yes



Next Council Meeting: September 11, 2025 - 7:30 pm — Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ

ATTEST:
Adam Young Michele Lee

Municipal Clerk Mayor



