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BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

HUNTERDON COUNTY 
 

ORDINANCE NO.  2026-006 
 
ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE, COUNTY OF 
HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 275 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, ARTICLE II MAINTENANCE OF 
VACANT/ABANDONED PROPERTY OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

High Bridge, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, that: 
 
SECTION 1.  Chapter 275 Property Maintenance, Article II “Maintenance of Vacant/Abandoned 
Property” of the Revised Municipal Code of the Borough of High Bridge, be amended by inserting 
the text underlined and marked in bold and deleting text crossed out to read as follows: 
 
§ 275-8 Definitions. 
 
As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 
 
OWNER 
 
Includes the title holder, any agent of the title holder having authority to act with respect to a 
vacant property, any foreclosing entity subject to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 46:10B-51 (P.L. 
2008, c. 127, § 17, as amended by P.L. 2009, c. 296), or any other entity determined by the 
Borough of High Bridge to have authority to act with respect to the property. 
 
VACANT AND ABANDONED PROPERTY 
 
Any building used or to be used as a residence which is not legally occupied or at which 
substantially all lawful construction operations or residential occupancy has ceased, and which is 
in such condition that it cannot legally be reoccupied without repair or rehabilitation, including 
but not limited to any property meeting the definition of "abandoned property" in N.J.S.A. 55:19-
80; provided, however, that any property where all building systems are in working order, where 
the building and grounds are maintained in good order, or where the building is in habitable 
condition, and where the building is being actively marketed by its owner for sale or rental, shall 
not be deemed a vacant property for purposes of this article. 
 

A. Any residential or commercial building which is not legally occupied by a mortgagor 
or tenant, which is in such condition that it cannot be legally reoccupied, and of which 
at least two of the following conditions exist: 



1) Overgrown or neglected vegetation; 
2) The accumulation of newspapers, circulars, flyers, or mail on the property’ 
3) Disconnected gas, electric, or water utility services to the property; 
4) The accumulation of hazardous noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials on 

the property; 
5) The accumulation of junk, litter, trash, or debris on the property; 
6) The absence of window treatments such as blinds, curtains, or shutters; 
7) The absence of furnishings or personal items; 
8) Statements of neighbors, delivery persons, or government employees indicating 

that the property is vacant and abandoned; 
9) Windows or entrances to the property that are boarded up or closed off, or 

multiple window panes that are damaged, broken, and unrepaired; 
10) Doors to the property that are smashed through, broken off, unhinged, or 

continuously unlocked; 
11) A risk to the health, safety, or welfare of the public or any adjoining or adjacent 

property owners due to acts of vandalism, loitering, criminal conduct, or the 
physical destruction or deterioration of the property; 

12) An uncorrected violation of a municipal building, housing, or similar code during 
the preceding year, or an order by municipal authorities declaring the property 
to be unfit for occupancy and to remain vacant and unoccupied; 

13) The mortgagee or other authorized party has secured or winterized the property 
due to the property being deemed vacant and unprotected or in danger of 
freezing; 

14) A written statement issued by a mortgagor expressing the clear intent of all 
mortgagors to abandon the property; or  

15) Any other reasonable indica of abandonment. 

 
 
§ 275-9 Registration requirements. 
 
Effective upon passage of this article, the The owner of any vacant property as defined herein 
shall, within 30 calendar days after the building becomes vacant property or within 30 calendar 
days after assuming ownership of the vacant property, whichever is later; or within 10 calendar 
days of receipt of notice by the municipality, file a registration statement for such vacant 
property with the Zoning Officer on forms provided by the Borough for such purposes. Failure to 
receive notice by the municipality shall not constitute grounds for failing to register the property. 

 
A. Each property having a separate block and lot number as designated in official records of the 
municipality shall be registered separately. 
 
B. The registration statement shall include the name, street address, telephone number, and email 
address (if applicable) of a person 21 years or older, designated by the owner or owners as the 
authorized agent for receiving notices of code violations and for receiving process in any court 
proceeding or administrative enforcement proceeding on behalf of such owner or owners in 
connection with the enforcement of any applicable code; and the name, street address, telephone 
number, and email address (if applicable) of the firm and the actual name(s) of the firm's 
individual principal(s) responsible for maintaining the property. The individual or representative 
of the firm responsible for maintaining the property shall be available by telephone or in person 



on a twenty-four-hour-per-day, seven-day-per-week basis. The two entities may be the same or 
different persons. Both entities shown on the statement must maintain offices in the State of New 
Jersey or reside within the State of New Jersey. 
 
B. The registration shall include the information required under Section 275-11 of this 
Article, the insurance certificate required under Section 275-15 of this Article, as well as any 
additional information that the Borough may reasonably require. 

 
C. The registration shall remain valid for one year from the date of registration. The owner shall 
be required to renew the registration annually as long as the building remains a vacant property 
and shall pay a registration or renewal fee in the amount prescribed in § 275-12 of this article, for 
each vacant property registered. The owner shall be required to renew the registration annually as 
long as the building remains a vacant property and shall pay a registration or renewal fee in the 
amount prescribed in § 275-12 of this article, for each vacant property registered. 
 
D. The annual renewal shall be completed each year by the anniversary date of the initial 
registration. [Amended 7-16-2015 by Ord. No. 2015-27; 5-25-2017 by Ord. No. 2017-12] 
 
D. The Zoning Officer or Clerk may establish for purposes of efficient administration that 
all registrations shall be renewed by a single date in each year, which date shall be established 
by the Clerk in which case the initial registration fee shall be pro-rated for registration 
statements received less than ten (10) months prior to that date. 

 
E. The owner shall notify the Clerk within 30 calendar days of any change in the registration 
information by filing an amended registration statement on a form provided by the Clerk for such 
purpose. 
 
F. The registration statement shall be deemed prima facie proof of the statements therein 
contained in any administrative enforcement proceeding or court proceeding instituted by the 
Borough against the owner or owners of the building. 
 
G. Any owner of vacant property who plans to restore the property to productive use and 
occupancy during the twelve-month period following the date of the initial registration of the 
property shall file a detailed statement of the owner's plans for restoration of the property 
with the registration statement and shall be exempt from payment of the registration fee, but 
shall comply with all other provisions of this Article, and shall be subject to the municipal 
cost reimbursement requirements of Section 275-12 of this Article. In the event that the 
property has not been restored to productive use and occupancy at the end of the twelve- 
month period, the owner shall be liable for any fee waived. The Public Officer may extend 
the waiver of the registration fee for not more than one (1) additional year in response to a 
written request by the property owner where the Public Officer finds that compelling 
conditions outside the owner's control made it impossible for the owner to restore the 
property within the initial twelve-month period. 
 

 
§ 275-10 Access to vacant properties. 
 



The owner of any vacant property registered under this article shall provide access to the 
Borough to conduct exterior and interior inspections of the building to determine compliance 
with municipal codes, upon reasonable notice to the property owner or the designated agent. 
Such inspections shall be carried out on weekdays during the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. or 
such other time as may be mutually agreed upon between the owner and the Borough. 
 
§ 275-11 Responsible owner or agent, information required. 
 
A. An owner who meets the requirements of this article with respect to the location of his or her 
residence or workplace in the State of New Jersey may designate himself or herself as agent or as 
the individual responsible for maintaining the property. 
 
B. By designating an authorized agent under the provisions of this section the owner consents to 
receive any and all notices of code violations concerning the registered vacant property and all 
process in any court proceeding or administrative enforcement proceeding brought to enforce 
code provisions concerning the registered building by service of the notice or process on the 
authorized agent. Any owner who has designated an authorized agent under the provisions of this 
section shall be deemed to consent to the continuation of the agent's designation for the purposes 
of this section until the owner notifies the Borough of High Bridge in writing of a change of 
authorized agent or until the owner files a new annual registration statement. 
 
C. Any owner who fails to register vacant property under the provisions of this article shall 
further be deemed to consent to receive, by posting on the building, in plain view, and by service 
of notice at the last known address of the owner of the property on record within the Borough of 
High Bridge by regular and certified mail, any and all notices of code violations and all process 
in an administrative proceeding brought to enforce code provisions concerning the building. 

A. The registration statement shall include the name, street address and telephone 
number of a natural person twenty-one (21) years of age or older, designated by the 
owner or owners as the authorized agent for receiving notices of code violations and 
for receiving process in any court proceeding or administrative enforcement 
proceeding on behalf of such owner or owners in connection with the enforcement of 
any applicable code; and the name, street address and a telephone of the firm or 
individual responsible for maintaining the property. The individual or a 
representative of the firm responsible for maintaining the property shall be available 
by telephone or in person on a 24-hour per day, seven-day per week basis. The two 
(2) entities may be the same or different persons. Both entities shown on the statement 
must maintain offices in the County of Hunterdon or the State of New Jersey, or 
reside within the State of New Jersey.  

 
B. An owner who is a natural person and who meets the requirements of this Article 

with respect to the location of his or her residence or workplace may designate him 
or herself as agent or as the individual responsible for maintaining the property.  

 
C. By designating an authorized agent under the provisions of this section the owner 

consents to receive any and all notices of code violations concerning the registered 
vacant property and all process in any court proceeding or administrative 
enforcement proceeding brought to enforce code provisions concerning the registered 
building by service of the notice or process on the authorized agent. Any owner who 



has designated an authorized agent under the provisions of this section shall be 
deemed to consent to the continuation of the agent's designation for the purposes of 
this section until the owner notifies the Borough Clerk in writing of a change of 
authorized agent or until the owner files a new annual registration statement.  

D. Any owner who fails to register a vacant property under the provisions of this Article 
shall further be deemed to consent to receive, by posting at the building, any and all 
notices of code violations and all process in an administrative proceeding brought to 
enforce code provisions concerning the building.  

 
 
§ 275-12 Fee schedule. 
 
The initial registration fee for each building shall be $500. The fee for the first renewal is $1,500, 
and the fee for the second renewal is $3,000. The fee for any subsequent renewal beyond the 
second renewal is $5,000. 
 

The initial registration fee for each vacant and abandoned property under the provisions of 
the article shall be $500 pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.12s3(e) for any property that is 
required to be registered because a summons and complaint in an action to foreclose was 
filed by the creditor; and shall be an additional $2,000 per property annually if the property 
is vacant or abandoned pursuance to the definitions in this article at any time thereafter 
while the property is in foreclosure.  

 
 
Vacant Property Registration Fee Schedule 
 
Initial registration                     $500 
First renewal                             $1,500 
Second renewal                         $3,000 
Subsequent renewal                  $5,000 
 
§ 275-13 Requirements of owners of vacant property MAINTENANCE. 
 
The owner of any building that has become vacant property, and any person maintaining or 
operating or collecting rent for any such building that has become vacant shall, within 30 days 
thereof: 
 
A. Enclose and secure the building against unauthorized entry as provided in the applicable 
provisions of the Borough Code, or as set forth in the rules and regulations supplementing those 
codes; 
 
B. Post a sign affixed to the building indicating the name, address and telephone number of the 
owner, the owner's authorized agent for the purpose of service of process (if designated pursuant 
to § 275-11 of this article), and the person responsible for the day-to-day supervision and 
management of the building, if such person is different from the owner holding title or 



authorized agent. The sign shall be of a size and placed in such a location so as to be legible from 
the nearest public street or sidewalk, whichever is nearer, but shall be no smaller than eight 
inches by 10 inches; 
 
C. Secure the building from unauthorized entry and maintain the sign until the building is again 
legally occupied or demolished or until repair or rehabilitation of the building is complete; 
 
D. Ensure that the exterior grounds of the structure, including yards, fences, sidewalks, 
walkways, rights-of-way, alleys, retaining walls, attached or unattached accessory structures and 
driveways, are well-maintained and free from trash, debris, loose litter, and grass and weed 
growth; and 
 
E. Continue to maintain the structure in a secure and closed condition, keep the grounds in a 
clean and well-maintained condition, and ensure that the sign is visible and intact until the 
building is again occupied, demolished, or until repair and/or rehabilitation of the building is 
complete. 
 

A. Enclose and secure the structure as provided in the applicable codes of the Borough 
of High Bridge or as set forth in rules and regulations adopted by Municipal Council 
to supplement those codes. 
 

B. Ensure that the grounds of the structure, including yards, fences, sidewalks, walks 
and driveways, are well-maintained and free from trash or debris. 

 
C. Post a sign affixed to the structure indicating the name, address and telephone 

number of the owner and the owner's authorized agent for the purpose of service of 
process, and the name, address and telephone number of the entity responsible for 
maintenance of the property, which may be the same as the owner or authorized 
agent. If the structure is set back from the street the sign may be posted on a well-
secured post or stake in the front yard of the property. The sign shall be at least 
eighteen by twenty-four (18" x 24") inches in dimension, shall include the words "to 
report problems with this building, call __________, and shall be placed in a location 
where it is clearly legible from the nearest public street or sidewalk, whichever is 
nearer; and 
 

D. Maintain the structure in a secure and closed condition, keep the grounds in a clean 
and well- maintained condition, and ensure that the sign is visible and intact until the 
building is again occupied or demolished or until repair or rehabilitation of the 
building is complete. 

 
 
§ 275-14 Violations and penalties. 
 
A. Any person who violates any provision of this article or of the rules and regulations issued 
hereunder shall be fined not less than $100 $500 and not more than $1,000 for each offense. Every 
day that a violation continues shall constitute a separate and distinct offense. Fines assessed under 
this article shall be recoverable from the owner and shall be a lien on the property. 
 



B. For purposes of this section, failure to file a registration statement within 30 calendar days after 
a building becomes vacant property or within 30 calendar days after assuming ownership of a 
vacant property, whichever is later, or within 10 calendar days of receipt of notice by the 
municipality, and failure to provide correct information on the registration statement, or failure to 
comply with the provisions of such provisions contained herein shall be deemed to be violations 
of this article. 
 
§ 275-15 INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The owner of any vacant property shall acquire or otherwise maintain liability insurance, in 
an amount of not less than three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.) for buildings designed 
primarily for use as residential units and not less than one million dollars ($1,000,000.) for 
any other building, including, but not limited to, buildings designed for manufacturing, 
industrial, storage or commercial uses, covering any damage to any person or any property 
caused by any physical condition of or in the building. Any insurance policy acquired or 
renewed after the building has become vacant shall provide for written notice to the Public 
Officer within thirty (30) days of any lapse, cancellation or change in coverage. The owner 
shall attach evidence of the insurance to the owner's registration statement. Any registration 
statement submitted that does not include such evidence shall not be deemed to be a valid 
registration. 
 
 
SECTION 2.  Each section of this Ordinance and every subsection hereof shall be deemed 
independent, separate and distinct from all other sections, and the holding of any section or a part 
hereof to be unconstitutional, void, or ineffective for any cause shall not be deemed to affect the 
validity or constitutionality of any other section or part hereof, and to this end, the provisions of 
this Ordinance are hereby declared severable. 
 
SECTION 3.  All other ordinances, codes or parts thereof that are in conflict or inconsistent with 
this Ordinance are hereby repealed, to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency.  In the event of 
any inconsistencies between the provisions of this Ordinance and any prior Borough ordinances, 
the provisions hereof shall be determined to govern.  All other parts, portions and provisions of the 
Borough’s ordinances are hereby ratified and confirmed, except where inconsistent with the terms 
hereof. 
SECTION 4.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as required by law. 



 
 

 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

APPROVE APPLICATION SUBMISSION FOR THE 2026 ANJEC OPEN SPACE 
STEWARDSHIP GRANTS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSIONS 

 
RESOLUTION: 105-2026                                                        ADOPTED: 04/09/2026 

WHERE AS, the grants will fund Environmental Commission projects related to open space 
preservation, management, maintenance, restoration and education, and; 

WHERE AS, Commission members and local volunteers must provide and track a minimum of 
80 hours of labor toward the project. No cash match is required to apply, and; 

WHERE AS, grantees have one year to complete projects and submit final 
reports/documentation of grant expenditures, and; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of High Bridge formally approves the 
submission of the grant application for the above stated project. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit a grant 
application identified above on behalf of the Borough of High Bridge. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant 
agreement on behalf of High Bridge and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms 
and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement. 

Certified as a true copy of the Resolution adopted by the Council 

On this            day of                  , 2026 

_______________________ 

Clerk 



 
 
2026 ANJEC OPEN SPACE STEWARDSHIP GRANTS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSIONS                 
Instructions/Requirements for applicants 
 
ANJEC will provide small grants of up to $1500 each to environmental commissions to support projects 
that do both of the following:  

 advance local open space stewardship, and  
 help to raise the profile of the environmental commission in the community through publicity 

and public participation or collaboration with local groups on the project.  
 
***2026 Funding includes possibility for projects completed on/near remediated sites. 
***2026 Funding also includes possible increase in amount awarded for projects in the Veolia Water 
Service area. 
 
The grants will fund environmental commission projects related to open space preservation, 
management, maintenance, restoration and education. 
 
Commission members and local volunteers must provide and track a minimum of 80 hours of labor 
toward the project. No cash match is required to apply. 
 
Eligible Applicants: NJ environmental commissions that are established by ordinance 
 
Eligible project locations:  Municipal or other parcel(s) that are preserved open space. 
 
Eligible Expenses: materials, speakers, professional services, printing, mailing, advertising. For events, a 
maximum of $150 from the grant is allowed toward food.  
 
Ineligible Expenses: travel or labor by local volunteers, officials or municipal staff. 
 
Applications due:  4:30pm, Monday, April 13, 2026 
All applications must use the format/template provided below, and be submitted to info@anjec.org. 
Application length is limited, so please be concise but thorough.  
 
Notification of grant selections: ANJEC will notify successful grantees by May 15th by email to the 
application contact person. 
 
Grant Period & Reporting: grantees have one year to complete projects and submit final 
reports/documentation of grant expenditures.  As the project progresses, grantees are required to 
submit a minimum of 5 representative photos or other graphics for ANJEC’s use in publications and 
online reports. 
 



Suitable projects include, but are not limited to: 
 pollinator gardens 
 trail building, signage, maintenance 
 printed or online guides, maps, inventories of open space, trails 
 open space or trails assessments, plans, maps 
 multi-town plans to link open space or trails 
 conservation easement inventory, monitoring, outreach, education 
 management of invasive species 
 habitat enhancement on open lands 
 restoration or maintenance of riparian areas within preserved public open space 
 educational stormwater management projects on preserved public open space 

 
Applications will be evaluated based on the following: 
1. Completeness – Does the application include a full description of deliverables, schedule and budget, 
including who will supervise and/or carry out each major task, when and how?  
 
2. Budget - Did the commission research and itemize major costs in preparing the budget and 
determining the amount requested? An application without an itemized budget will not qualify for a 
grant. Include all major costs, whether covered by grant funds or other funding sources. 
 
3. Additional resources – Does the application list any community partners committed to and/or 
contributing to the project? Obtain commitment from the partner organizations before listing them. 
 
4. Environmental commission benefit  -  How will the environmental commission use this project to 
raise its long-term visibility among residents and the governing body? Describe specific outreach tasks. 
 
5.  Impact on the community -  Does the application explain how residents or others will be informed 
and/or included in the project, and how this will have a positive impact on local open space? 
 
6. Replicability or follow-up – Does the application explain the project’s ongoing use, and/or how it will 
be an annual or other regular event? If the proposed activity is a plan, does the application address 
“next steps” and who will pursue them? 
 
 
 



BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO CHANGE TAX SOFTWARE 
 
RESOLUTION: 106-2026     ADOPTED:   04/09/2026 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of High Bridge has the need for a Tax Software program for billing 
and receiving on a quarterly basis; and 

WHEREAS, the current provider had given notice of no support as of June 30, 2026; and 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has seen demonstrations for current options and has chosen to 
convert the current system to BRT powered by H&L Systems.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of High Bridge, 
County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the BRT powered by H&L Systems be approved 
for the conversion of our Tax Software Program. 



BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO REFUND ESCROW 
 
RESOLUTION 107-2026    ADOPTED: 04/09/2026 

 
WHEREAS, the applications before the Zoning and Construction Departments have 
been finalized, and; 
 
WHEREAS, a balance remains in the escrow account of this applicant, for which no 
further action is required and; 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has acknowledged the work has been completed as  
directed; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
High Bridge, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the monies held shall be 
refunded as follows: 
 
 

APPLICANT ACCOUNT # AMOUNT 
   
Fish Head Properties 7118620 $2000.00 
   
 
 
 

 



BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

BOROUGH EVENT – RARITAN HEADWATERS ASSOCIATION 36TH ANNUAL 
STREAM CLEANUP EVENT 

 
RESOLUTION: 108-2026     ADOPTED: 04/09/2026 
 
WHEREAS, The High Bridge Environmental Commission would like to host the following 
Borough events: 
 
- Raritan Headwaters Association 36th Annual Stream Cleanup Event 

April 18th, 2026 – 9:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. 
 

Planned Stream Cleanup sites: 
 Site 3: High Bridge: Union Forge Park (40.666382,-74.892983) 
 Site 96: High Bridge: 117 West Main Street (40.661067, -74.902333)  

 
DPW Information: 

 Site 3: Union Forge Park: DPW trash pickup in parking lot next to the Porta Johns in the 
vicinity of the old dumpsters  

 Site 96: 117 West Main Street: DPW Trash pickup in fishermen's lot adjacent to 
Gronsky's at (40.661067, -74.902333) 

  
WHEREAS, The Environmental Commission will be responsible for coordinating with their 
Liaison regarding the event with the Borough, and 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of The Borough of High Bridge, in 
the County of Hunterdon, and in the State of New Jersey, that the Environmental Commission is 
allowed to host the aforementioned events. 
 



 
 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING REMINGTON AND VERNICK ENGINEERS, HEREIN 
REFERRED TO AS “RVE”, PROPOSAL TO PROVIDE SERVICES FOR 2026 MS4 

ANNUAL REPORTING AND COMPLIANCE SERVICES 
 

RESOLUTION: 109-2026       ADOPTED: 04/09/2026 
 
WHEREAS, RVE has submitted a Services and Cost Proposal to provide 2026 MS4 Annual 
Reporting and Compliance Services; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Governing Body of High Bridge does herby authorize the 
Mayor to execute the attached proposal. 
 
I, Adam Young, Borough Clerk of the Borough of High Bridge, in the County of Hunterdon, 
State of New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a 
Resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of High Bridge, County of 
Hunterdon, State of New Jersey at a Regular meeting of said Council held __________, 2026. 
 
IN WITNESS WHERE OF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the Borough of 
High Bridge in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey this_____ day of ______2026. 
 
 
              
        Adam Young, Borough Clerk 
 



 
March 9, 2026 
 
Borough of High Bridge 
Municipal Building 
97 West Main Street 
High Bridge, NJ 08829 
 

 Attn: Brett J. Bartman, Administrator  
 
 
Subject: 2026 MS4 Annual Reporting and Compliance Services 
 
Dear Mr. Bartman: 
 
REMINGTON & VERNICK ENGINEERS is pleased to provide the following proposal to 
provide year 2026 MS4 Annual Reporting and Compliance Services.   
 
RVE will provide the following annual reporting and permit compliance services: 
  
•           Preparation and filing (on NJDEP Online) of year 2024 MS4 Annual Report and Certification 

and year 2025 stormwater questionnaire (due May 1, 2026).  
 
•           Annual revision to 2025 Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SPPP) prepared by our office 

(and filing on NJDEP online).  An updated (2026) SPPP will be filed on or around July 1, 2026. 
   
•           Assistance with revisions and adoption of Borough stormwater ordinance (necessary due to 

NJREAL regulations) by or before January 20, 2027 (including filing with Monmouth County 
Planning Department). 

 
•          As needed general compliance assistance to High Bridge DPW staff.  
 
 
We will provide these services for a time and material, not to exceed fee of $6,500.00.  
 
Please note that the above-referenced services referenced in this proposal do not include:  
 
 
•           Preparation and filing of the Borough’s Phase 2 Watershed Assessment Report (due 

1/1/2027); or  
 
•           Preparation and filing of a new Municipal Stormwater Management Plan (MSWMP), also 

required by NJREAL legislation, also due January 20, 2027.   
 
 
Separate proposals will be provided for this additional work under separate cover. 
 
 
 
 
 



High Bridge Borough 
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March 9, 2026 
Page 2                                
 
 
 
Should you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
our Morganville office at (732) 955-8000. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
REMINGTON & VERNICK ENGINEERS 

 
Terence Vogt, PE, PP, CME  
Principal, Executive Vice President 
 
cc: James Oris, PE, PP, Regional Manager 
      Brandon Metz, DPW Supt 
      Jenn Harrington, Assistant CFO 
       



BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 
AWARD OF CONTRACT TO CDM SMITH INC. FOR THE HIGHLANDS WATER USE & 

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN ASSISTANCE 
 

RESOLUTION: 110-2026 ADOPTED: 04/09/2026 
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Highlands Regional Master Plan, Objection 2B8c, Water 
Use and Conservation Management Plans are to be developed through the municipal plan 
conformance process for all watersheds with the Highlands Planning and Preservation Areas, 
including High Bridge Borough; and 

WHEREAS, CDM Smith Inc. of Edison, New Jersey has provided a proposal, dated March 25, 
2026, for professional planning and engineering services in the total amount of $40,000; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has reviewed the proposal, discussed same with the 
Highlands Council, and confirms that CDM Smith Inc. has demonstrated a clear understanding 
of the scope of work, and 
 
WHEREAS, Highlands Council has confirmed that reimbursement-based grant money has 
been approved to cover the cost of this work; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer is recommending that the Borough of High Bridge award a 
contract to CDM Smith Inc. in the amount of 40,000; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified funds are available for this service, and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED this 9th day of April, 2026 by the Council of 
the Borough of High Bridge, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 
1. The Borough Council awards the contract for the Highlands Water Use & 

Conservation Plan to CDM Smith Inc. located at 110 Fieldcrest Ave, Edison, NJ 
08837 in the amount of $40,000. 

2. The Borough Council authorizes and directs the Mayor and the Municipal Clerk 
to execute any and all necessary documents in order to implement the intent of the 
Resolution. 

3. A certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded by the Municipal Clerk to the 
following: 

- Borough Administrator 
- CFO/QPA 
- Borough Attorney 
- Borough Engineer 
- DPW Director 
- CDM Smith Inc. 

 
 
__________________________________ 
Adam Young, RMC, Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 



 
My signature and the Clerk’s seal serve to acknowledge the above resolution and constitute 
acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approve the execution of 
the grant agreement as authorized by the resolution above. 
 
 
ATTEST and AFFIX SEAL   _________________________      ____________________ 
                   (Clerk)        (Presiding Officer) 
         Adam Young, RMC      Michele Lee, Mayor 
                                                        Borough Clerk 
 



RESOLUTION 2026-06
APPROVAL OF FY2026 HIGHLANDS PROTECTION FUND 

CAPITAL BUDGET FOR PLAN CONFORMANCE FUNDING GRANTS

~1~ 

WHEREAS, the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act (Highlands Act) has created a public body 
corporate and politic with corporate succession known as the Highlands Water Protection and Planning 
Council (Highlands Council); and  

WHEREAS, Section 6.g the Highlands Act authorizes the Highlands Council to enter into any and all 
agreements or contracts and execute any and all instruments to carry out any power, duty or responsibility 
assigned to it under the Highlands Act; and  

WHEREAS, Section 14 of the Highlands Act expressly requires mandatory Plan Conformance for 
municipalities or counties located wholly or partially in the Preservation Area, which must revise and 
conform their local master plan and development regulations, as they relate to development and use of land 
in the Preservation Area, with the goals, requirements and provisions of the Regional Master Plan within 15 
months of adoption thereof, or December 8, 2009; and 

WHEREAS, Section 15 of the Highlands Act provides for voluntary Plan Conformance where any 
municipality or county located wholly or partially in the Planning Area may voluntarily revise and conform 
their local master plans and development regulations, as they relate to the development and use of land in 
the Planning Area, with the goals, requirements and provisions of the Regional Master Plan at any time; and 

WHEREAS, the Highlands Act provides that Highlands Council approval of a Petition for Plan 
Conformance confers specific benefits on the conforming municipality or county including: planning grants, 
technical assistance, state aid, priority for projects, tax stabilization funds, a strong presumption of validity 
and extraordinary deference in the event of legal challenge, and legal representation; and 

WHEREAS, Section 18 of the Highlands Act obligates the Highlands Council to establish a grant funding 
program to reimburse municipalities and counties for reasonable expenses associated with Plan 
Conformance; and  

WHEREAS, on December 18, 2008, the Highlands Council approved Resolution 2008-73 to provide grant 
funding for the Highlands municipalities and counties to cover the reasonable expenses associated with 
revisions to master plans, development regulations or other regulations to conform them to the Regional 
Master Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Highlands Council encourages every Highlands municipality and county to participate in 
the implementation of the Regional Master Plan and provides grants to assist Highlands municipalities in 
conforming with and implementing the goals, policies and objectives of the Regional Master Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the following municipalities are in need of reimbursement-based grant funding in order to 
address the Highlands Act requirements for Plan Conformance or to explore Plan Conformance: 

Plan Conformance Funding (not-to-exceed amounts): 
Municipality Purpose Amount
High Bridge Borough, Hunterdon County Water Use and Conservation Management Plan $45,000
Washington Township, Warren County Center Study $30,000
Green Township, Sussex County Drainage Study $26,510
Randolph Township, Morris County Agricultural Sustainability Grant (Farm to Table) $25,000
Pohatcong Township, Warren County Open Space and Recreation Plan $16,000
Hope Township, Warren County Initial Assessment Grant $15,000

Total $157,510  
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RESOLUTION 2026-06
APPROVAL OF FY2026 HIGHLANDS PROTECTION FUND 

CAPITAL BUDGET FOR PLAN CONFORMANCE FUNDING GRANTS

~2~ 

WHEREAS, the Highlands Council staff recommends that the Highlands Council authorizes the execution 
of Plan Conformance Grant Agreements with the above municipalities, for the funding allotted to the above-
referenced tasks in the amounts designated, not to exceed in the aggregate $157,510; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 13:20-5.j, no action authorized by the Highlands Council shall have force 
or effect until ten (10) days, Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays excepted, after a copy of the minutes of 
the meeting of the Council has been delivered to the Governor for review, unless prior to expiration of the 
review period the Governor shall approve same, in which case the action shall become effective upon such 
approval.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Highlands Council hereby authorizes the Executive 
Director to execute Plan Conformance Grant Agreements with the above municipalities, in the not-to-
exceed amounts as set forth above. 

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Highlands Council at its regular meeting 
held on the 19th of March 2026. 

Vote on the Approval of
Resolution Motion Second Yes No Abstain Absent
Councilmember Alstede   
Councilmember Amoroso
Councilmember Basralian
Councilmember Bush
Councilmember Dougherty
Councilmember James
Councilmember Kibler
Councilmember Koop
Councilmember Le Frois
Councilmember Marano
Councilmember Oswald
Councilmember Smith
Councilmember Van Abs
Councilmember Visioli
Chairman Richko

Carl J. Richko, Chairman
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BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
CREATIVE TEAM MERCHANDISE FEES FOR 2026 

 
RESOLUTION: 111-2026    ADOPTED:  04/09/2026 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED The Council of the Borough of High Bridge set 
the prices list of Creative Team merchandise sales for 2026: 
 
Shirt – $25 each 
 
Tote Bag – $15 each 
 
 





BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
97 WEST MAIN STREET, HIGH BRIDGE NJ 08829-1900 

  E: ZONING@HIGHBRIDGE.ORG 

OFFICE OF THE ZONING OFFICER 

 
 

 

Monthly Zoning Officer’s Report: 
March 2026 

Zoning Permits – Residential Use: 
1. Block 2 Lot 5.01   Tree removal    Approved 3-9-2026 
2. Block 3 Lot 7    Tree removal (3)    Approved 3-9-2026 
3. Block 19 Lot 10.17   Shed     Approved 3-16-2026 
4. Block 39.02 Lot 466   Tree removal    Approved 3-16-2026 
5. Block 20.02 Lot 12   Fence     Approved 3-25-2026 
 
 
Zoning Permits- Commercial Use: 
 
        
General Inquiries/ Letters: 
Block 8 Lot 3 Zoning letter for continued use. 
Vacant land 
 
Complaints: 
Dead trees 
 
 
Warning & Violations: 
 
Summons: 
 
Land Use Board Referrals:  
Block 19 Lot 66 Site plan referral 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  Allison Witt, Zoning Officer 







































BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

PROCLAIM SUPPORT FOR ARBOR DAY 
 

PROCLAMATION: 001-2026   PROCLAIMED: 04/09/2026 
 

WHEREAS, in 1872, J. Sterling Norton proposed to the Nebraska Board of  
Agriculture that a special day be set aside for the planting of trees, and 
 
WHEREAS, this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more  
than a million trees in Nebraska, and  
 
WHEREAS, Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the world, and  
 
WHEREAS, trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and  
water, cut heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air,  
produce life-giving oxygen, and provide habitat for wildlife, and  
 
WHEREAS, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our homes,  
fuel for our fires and countless other wood products, and  
 
WHEREAS, trees in our city increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of  
business areas and beautify our community.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of High Bridge that we do hereby proclaim Friday, April 24, 2026 as Arbor Day 
and High Bridge shall celebrate Arbor Day on the 25th  of April in the Commons Park at 
11:00 a.m., and we urge all citizens to celebrate Arbor Day by planting a native species 
tree to support the efforts of the Environmental Commission. 
 
 



BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

PROCLAIM SUPPORT FOR EARTH DAY 
 

PROCLAMATION: 002-2026   PROCLAIMED: 04/09/2026 
 

WHEREAS, in 1970, US Senator Gaylord Nelson created Earth Day; 
 
WHEREAS, it was first held in the United States on April 22, the birthday of J. Sterling 
Morton the founder of Arbor Day; 
 
WHEREAS, the first Earth Day led to the creation of the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency and the passage of the Clean Air, Clean Water, and Endangered 
Species Acts; 
 
WHEREAS, Earth Day is now observed throughout the nation and the world; and;  
 
WHEREAS, Earth Day is intended to inspire awareness of and appreciation for the 
Earth’s environment; and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of High Bridge that we do hereby proclaim Wednesday, April 22, 2026 as Earth 
Day in the Borough of High Bridge, and we urge all citizens to celebrate Earth Day and 
to support efforts to protect our environment. 
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List of Bills   - (All Funds) 

                         Vendor                                     Description                                          Payment    Check Total

CURRENT FUND

                 2196 - A&K EQUIPMENT CO. INC  PO 31806  DPW - OE- EQUIPMENT                            4,588.02      4,588.02

                 2196 - A&K EQUIPMENT CO. INC  PO 31807  DPW - OE - EQUIPMENT                           5,335.00      5,335.00

                 2025 - BANK OF AMERICA  PO 31846  BUILDINGS & GROUNDS/WATER/SPECIAL EVENTS       4,003.92

 PO 32094  POLICE - OE - MISCELLANEOUS                       69.98      4,073.90

                 1180 - BEN SHAFFER RECREATION INC.  PO 31801  STATE LINE ITEM GRANT - BASKETBALL COURT     139,003.88    139,003.88

                   46 - CALIFON LUMBER  PO 32069  DPW - OE - EQUIPMENT                             322.13        322.13

                 2534 - CAPITOL SUPPLY INC  PO 30860  GRANT - $4M - WATER                            7,828.45      7,828.45

                 1398 - COLLIERS ENGINEERING & DESIGN  PO 31235  PLANNING BOARD - OE - ENGINEERING - HIP0       1,063.75      1,063.75

                 1398 - COLLIERS ENGINEERING & DESIGN  PO 31268  ENGINEERING - HIB002                           2,625.00      2,625.00

                 1398 - COLLIERS ENGINEERING & DESIGN  PO 32074  DCA GRANT - $4M - HIB0204                      6,743.75      6,743.75

                 1398 - COLLIERS ENGINEERING & DESIGN  PO 32135  PLANNING BOARD - OE - ENGINEERING - HIP0       2,482.50      2,482.50

                  987 - COMCAST  PO 31986  INTERNET - SOLITUDE - ACCT # 8499-05-271         259.35        259.35

                  987 - COMCAST  PO 31988  INTERNET - UFP ACCT# 8499-05271-0222144          267.40        267.40

                 2820 - COMMON SENSE FOR ANIMALS  PO 31990  ACO ANIMAL IMPOUND - MONTHLY                   1,030.00      1,030.00

                  213 - COUNTY OF HUNTERDON  PO 31398  2ND & 3RD QTR 2025 - FOOD - HEALTH INSPE       2,250.00      2,250.00

                  160 - ELIZABETHTOWN GAS  PO 31901  HEATING - BOROUGH HALL - ACT#7795355339          469.19        469.19

                  160 - ELIZABETHTOWN GAS  PO 31902  HEATING - BORO GARAGE - ACCTS # 50386045       2,026.37      2,026.37

                  160 - ELIZABETHTOWN GAS  PO 31903  HEATING - BORO GARAGE - ACCTS # 35788045       4,091.82      4,091.82

                  160 - ELIZABETHTOWN GAS  PO 31904  HEATING - RESCUE SQUAD - ACT# 7167962582       2,016.39      2,016.39

                  160 - ELIZABETHTOWN GAS  PO 31905  HEATING - GAS - STATION 14 FIRE - ACCT #         336.10        336.10

                 3049 - ENDRESS AUTOMOTIVE  PO 32127  DPW - OE - VEHICLE REPAIR                      1,659.65      1,659.65

                   90 - FIRST ENERGY  PO 31907  STREET LIGHTING - 27 MAIN STREET - STREE          35.78         35.78

                   90 - FIRST ENERGY  PO 31908  SOLITUDE HOUSE - 7 & 9 RIVER ROAD ACCT #         102.95        102.95

                   90 - FIRST ENERGY  PO 31909  SOLITUDE HOUSE - 9 RIVER ROAD ACCT #1000          30.74         30.74

                   90 - FIRST ENERGY  PO 31910  STREET LIGHTING - SNACK SHACK - WASHINGT          75.34         75.34

                   90 - FIRST ENERGY  PO 31911  STREET LIGHTING - 72 MAIN STREET - STREE          44.61         44.61

                   90 - FIRST ENERGY  PO 31912  ELECTRIC - NORTHWOOD AVE - ACCT#100 154          410.21        410.21

                   90 - FIRST ENERGY  PO 31916  STREET LIGHTING - MAR 2026 - ACCT#200000       6,546.80      6,546.80

                  714 - FLEMINGTON DEPARTMENT STORE  PO 32097  POLICE - OE - UNIFORMS - CROSSING GUARD          131.96        131.96

                 2790 - FOLEY INC  PO 31809  DPW - OE - VEHICLE                             2,243.62      2,243.62

                   87 - GENERAL CODE  PO 31960  CODIFICATION OF CODE                             920.00        920.00

                 1993 - GPI  PO 31721  TAP GRANT - 2025-DT-DLA-503                    5,955.39      5,955.39

                 2902 - LEW CORPORATION  PO 32016  LEAD ASSISTANCE                                   50.60         50.60

                  426 - MCMANIMON ,SCOTLAND, & BAUMANN LLC  PO 32132  LEGAL                                          6,825.50      6,825.50

                  426 - MCMANIMON ,SCOTLAND, & BAUMANN LLC  PO 32133  LEGAL                                          4,434.13      4,434.13

                 1542 - MENDHAM GARDEN CENTER  PO 32130  PARKS & PLAYGROUNDS -                            140.80        140.80

                 2951 - MONMOUTH TELECOM  PO 31873  TELEPHONE ACCT #36964                            546.43        546.43

                   98 - NORTH EAST PARTS GROUP LLC  PO 31813  DPW - OE - VEHICLE MAINT                          70.99         70.99

                  171 - POWERCO, INC.  PO 31869  DPW - OE - VEHICLE                             2,002.19      2,002.19

                 1432 - PRECAST MANUFACTURING COMPANY  PO 32100  DPW - OE - HARDWARE                              492.00        492.00

                 1606 - W.B. MASON COMPANY  PO 31998  OFFICE SUPPLIES                                  655.07        655.07

                 3051 - WGL ENERGY SERVICES, INC  PO 32131  LIGHTING - ACCT # WGES10015229                   121.72        121.72

DOG FUND

                  146 - MGL PRINTING SOLUTIONS  PO 32129  DOG FUND - 2026 LICENSE TAGS                     286.00        286.00

                  153 - NJ DEPT OF HEALTH & SENIOR SERVICES  PO 32072  2026 DOG FEES                                     51.60         51.60

GENERAL CAPITAL FUND

                 2787 - CARAHSOFT TECHNOLOGY CORP  PO 31719  CAPITAL - SECURITY CAMERAS/LOCKS - ORD 2      28,489.85     28,489.85

WATER UTILITY FUND

                 2819 - BRIGHTSPEED  PO 31980  WATER - 2026 - TELEPHONE CUST # 908-730-          52.76         52.76

                   90 - FIRST ENERGY  PO 31926  WATER- BUNNVALE WELL - 2026 - ACCT 100 1       2,416.69      2,416.69

                   90 - FIRST ENERGY  PO 31929  WATER- STREET LIGHT - MAR 2026 - ACCT 20         423.73        423.73

                  146 - MGL PRINTING SOLUTIONS  PO 32128  WATER/SEWER/SOL WAS -  DATA PROCESSING/B         220.00        220.00

                 1694 - ONE CALL CONCEPTS, INC  PO 31993  WATER - OE - MISC - ONE CALL MESSAGES -          250.70        250.70

                  329 - TREASURER - STATE OF NJ  PO 32043  2026 WATER DEPT.- WATER ALLOCATION PERMI       5,710.00      5,710.00

SEWER UTILITY FUND

                   90 - FIRST ENERGY  PO 31941  SEWER- STREET LIGHTING - MAR 2026 -20000       3,749.74      3,749.74
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List of Bills   - (All Funds) 

                         Vendor                                     Description                                          Payment    Check Total

                  146 - MGL PRINTING SOLUTIONS  PO 32128  WATER/SEWER/SOL WAS -  DATA PROCESSING/B         220.00        220.00

                  122 - MSI PLUMBING, INC  PO 31303  SEWER - OE - METER CALIBRATION - BACKFLO         175.00        175.00

SOLID WASTE UTILITY FUND

                 3048 - CASELLA WASTE SYSTEMS  PO 32041  SOLID WASTE - CONTRACTED HAULER- 2026 -       29,750.00     29,750.00

                  146 - MGL PRINTING SOLUTIONS  PO 32128  WATER/SEWER/SOL WAS -  DATA PROCESSING/B         606.00        606.00

DEVELOPER ESCROW TRUST FUND

                 1398 - COLLIERS ENGINEERING & DESIGN  PO 31376  ESCROW - HIB0189 - 126 WM                         48.75         48.75

                 1398 - COLLIERS ENGINEERING & DESIGN  PO 32047  ESCROW - 1 MAIN - HIP0054                        580.00        580.00

                 1398 - COLLIERS ENGINEERING & DESIGN  PO 32048  ESCROW - 100 W MAIN - HIP0057/53               2,543.75      2,543.75

                 1398 - COLLIERS ENGINEERING & DESIGN  PO 32049  ESCROW - MIDORI LEAF - 24 MAIN ST - HIP0         477.50        477.50

                 1398 - COLLIERS ENGINEERING & DESIGN  PO 32134  ESCROW - 23 FINE RD - HIP0061                     92.50         92.50

                 1398 - COLLIERS ENGINEERING & DESIGN  PO 32136  ESCROW - RISPOLI - HIP0060                       645.00        645.00

SPECIAL EVENTS

                  213 - COUNTY OF HUNTERDON  PO 32090  PAINT OUT -                                      106.00        106.00

                  146 - MGL PRINTING SOLUTIONS  PO 32089  PAINT OUT -                                       71.00         71.00

                                                                                                                                   -------------

                   TOTAL                                                                                                              297,276.05

   Total to be paid from Fund 10 CURRENT FUND                          220,309.48

   Total to be paid from Fund 23 DOG FUND                                  337.60

   Total to be paid from Fund 30 GENERAL CAPITAL FUND                   28,489.85

   Total to be paid from Fund 60 WATER UTILITY FUND                      9,073.88

   Total to be paid from Fund 62 SEWER UTILITY FUND                      4,144.74

   Total to be paid from Fund 64 SOLID WASTE UTILITY FUND               30,356.00

   Total to be paid from Fund 71 DEVELOPER ESCROW TRUST FUND             4,387.50

   Total to be paid from Fund 78 SPECIAL EVENTS                            177.00

                                                                     =============

                                                                       297,276.05


