
 

 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

BUDGET INTRODUCTION 
 
RESOLUTION: 130-2026    INTRODUCED:  05/14/2026 
        TABLED:   06/11/2026 
        ADOPTED:  06/25/2026 
         
 
WHEREAS, the local municipal budget is required to be introduced for the year of 2026; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the public hearing on the budget is to be held on June 11, 2026; and 
 
WHEREAS, a complete copy of the approved budget shall be made available for public 
inspection, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of High Bridge, 
in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey that the 2026 budget be introduced and 
read by title. 
 



 
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
SELF-EXAMINATION OF BUDGET RESOLUTION 

 
RESOLUTION: 148-2026     ADOPTED:  06/25/2026 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt rules that permit 
municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally granted to the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services, of conducting the annual budget examination; and 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 11, 1997; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 through 7.5, the Borough of High Bridge has been declared eligible 
to participate in the program by the Division of Local Government Services, and the Chief Financial Officer has 
determined that the local government meets the necessary conditions to participate in the program for the 2026 
budget year. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Borough of High Bridge that in 
accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a & 7.6b and based upon the Chief Financial Officer's certification, the 
governing body has found the budget has met the following requirements: 
 

1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been calculated pursuant to law and 
appropriated as such in the budget: 

  a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges 
  b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures 
  c. Cash deficit of preceding year 
  d. Reserve for uncollected taxes 
  e. Other reserves and non-disbursement items 
  f. Any inclusions of amounts required for school  
   purposes. 
 

2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of appropriations pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
40A:4-45.2 and appropriations for exceptions to limits on appropriations found at N.J.S.A. 
40A:4-45.3 et seq., are fully met (complies with CAP law). 

 
3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement, and content as required by the Local Budget Law 

and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 and 5:30-5. 
 
 4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law: 
 

a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate and correctly stated, 
  b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth 
  c. In itemization, form, arrangement and content, the budget will  

permit the exercise of the comptroller function within the municipality. 
  

5. The budget and associated amendments have been introduced and publicly advertised in 
accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, except that failure to meet the 
deadlines of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 shall not prevent such certification. 

 



 6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled. 
 
 :  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution will be forwarded to the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services upon adoption. 
 
 

Certification 
I, Adam Young, Borough Clerk of the Borough of High Bridge, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, 
hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council on June 25, 2026. 
 
 

       ____ 
       Adam Young, Borough Clerk, RMC 
 
Vote recorded as follows: 
Conroy – Yes 
Ferry – Yes 
Hamlin – Yes 
Murdock – Yes 
Nowell – Yes 
Matos – Yes 
 



NOT ADOPTED 

BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS 
 

RESOLUTION: 149-2026     NOT ADOPTED:  06/25/2026 
 

WHEREAS, an emergent condition has arisen with respect to certain budget 
appropriations and no adequate provision has been made in the 2026 temporary 
budget, and N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 provides for the creation of emergency temporary 
appropriations for said purpose; and 
 
WHEREAS, the total emergency temporary resolutions adopted in the year 2026 
pursuant     to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 (Chapter 96, P.L. 1951) 
including this resolution total: 
                     Current                $ 4,715,700.00 
                     Water Utility          $   723,300.00 
                     Sewer Utility          $   923,300.00     
                     Solid Waste Utility    $   469,500.00 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED (not less than two-thirds of all the members 
thereof affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with the provisions of 
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20: 
 
1. An emergency temporary appropriation be and the same is hereby made in 
the total amount of:           
                     Current                $ 4,715,700.00 
                     Water Utility          $   723,300.00 
                     Sewer Utility          $   923,300.00     
                     Solid Waste Utility    $   469,500.00 
 
2. That said emergency temporary appropriation will be provided for in the 
2026 budget; 
   
3. That one certified copy of this resolution be filed with the Director of 
Local Government Services.  
 
 
Administration-S&W       $   26,3000.00 
Administration-O/E       $     2,600.00 
Internet         $    10,300.00  
Mayor & Council-O/E       $     1,100.00 
Advertising        $     4,500.00 
Newsletter/Website       $     5,100.00 
Clerk-S&W        $    32,400.00  
Clerk-O/E         $     3,700.00 
Codification        $     8,200.00  
Finance-S&W        $    35,600.00  
Finance-O/E        $    11,400.00 
Audit Services       $    18,700.00  
Tax Collector-S&W       $    32,400.00  
Tax Collector-O/E       $     5,400.00  
Tax Assessor-S&W        $    41,200.00  



NOT ADOPTED 

Tax Assessor-O/E        $     1,900.00  
Legal-O/E         $    60,000.00  
Engineering-O/E        $    48,700.00  
Buildings & Grounds-O/E      $    71,200.00  
Buildings & Grounds-Office –O/E     $    57,000.00  
Planning Board-S&W       $     7,800.00  
Planning Board-O/E       $    15,000.00  
Zoning-O/E         $     6,700.00  
Construction Code – S&W      $    39,400.00  
Construction – O/E       $       300.00  
CCO Building Inspector-S&W      $     4,500.00  
Insurance Liability-Other      $    41,200.00  
Insurance – Workers Compensation     $    47,400.00  
Insurance – Group       $   226,500.00  
Police-S&W         $   863,400.00  
Police-O/E         $    81,700.00  
Police Lease        $     9,000.00  
Emergency Mgmt-O/E       $     1,500.00  
Fire – S&W         $     6,600.00  
Fire – O/E         $    57,700.00  
Rescue/ First aid- O/E       $    21,700.00 
LOSAP         $    10,700.00  
Economic Development- O/E      $       700.00  
DPW-S&W         $   166,500.00  
DPW-O/E         $   149,500.00  
Environmental Comm – O/E      $       700.00 
Parks & Playgrounds- O/E      $    11,200.00 
Field Maintenance- O/E      $     4,900.00  
Board of Health- O/E       $       300.00  
Special Events         $       700.00 
Cultural & Heritage- O/E     $       700.00  
Golf – O/E         $   913,500.00  
Electricity        $    32,500.00  
Street Lighting        $    39,700.00  
Telephone         $    15,300.00  
Gasoline         $    62,200.00  
Heating Fuel        $    30,000.00  
Social Security        $    90,000.00 
Environmental Testing- O/E       $     2,200.00  
Municipal Court-O/E       $    34,500.00 
Stormwater Management- O/E      $     1,800.00  
Capital Improvement       $   300,000.00  
Bond Principal        $   270,000.00  
Bond Interest        $   144,000.00 
NOTE Principal       $   172,000.00 
Note Interest       $    66,000.00  
NJEIT - Principal & Interest      $    50,000.00  
DAM - Principal & Interest      $   238,000.00  
Total Emergency Temporary Budget – Current Fund  $ 4,715,700.00  
 
 
WATER UTILITY  
Salaries & Wages        $   190,000.00  
Other Expenses        $   260,000.00  
Social Security        $    18,000.00 
Capital Improvement Fund     $    75,000.00 
Debt Service - Principal      $   115,000.00 



NOT ADOPTED 

Debt Service - Interest      $    65,300.00  
Total Emergency Temporary Budget - Water    $   723,300.00  
 
SEWER UTILITY   
Salaries & Wages        $   120,800.00  
Other Expenses        $   637,500.00  
Social Security        $    15,000.00  
Bond Principal        $    35,000.00  
Bond Interest        $   115,000.00  
Total Emergency Temporary Budget - Sewer    $   923,300.00  
   
SOLID WASTE UTILITY  
Salaries & Wages        $   120,000.00  
Other Expenses        $   345,000.00  
Social Security        $     4,500.00  
Total Emergency Temporary Budget - Solid Waste   $   469,500.00 



BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

APPROVE APPLICATION SUBMISSION FOR THE 2026 HUNTERDON COUNTY 
FIRE AND EMS GRANT PROGRAM 

 
RESOLUTION: 150-2026                                                        ADOPTED: 06/25/2026 

WHERE AS, the High Bridge Mayor and Council recognize and deeply appreciate the 
outstanding service provided by local fire and emergency medical services agencies 
throughout Hunterdon County; and 

WHERE AS, these organizations play a critical role in protecting the lives, property, and 
safety of County residents, businesses, and visitors; and 

WHERE AS, the High Bridge Mayor and Council understand that fire and EMS agencies 
continue to face budgetary challenges due to rising equipment costs, higher fuel prices, and 
the need for increasingly specialized safety tools and emergency response equipment; and 

WHERE AS, the Hunterdon County Commissioner Board has appropriated $500,000 in the 
FY2026 Hunterdon County Budget to establish a special grant program for eligible fire and 
EMS entities; and 

WHERE AS, grant funding shall be used for capital equipment acquisition, as further 
outlined in the attached grant application; and 

WHERE AS, the grant application period shall run from June 5, 2026, through July 2, 2026, 
with applications due no later than 4:30 p.m. on July 2, 2026; and 

WHERE AS, grant awards shall range from $10,000 to $35,000, with no local match 
required. 

WHERE AS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High Bridge endorse the High Bridge 
Fire Department for providing active, satisfactory service to the Borough of High Bridge and 
surrounding municipalities on a regular call-out rotation; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of High Bridge formally approves 
the submission of the grant application for the above stated project. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Administrator, Clerk, or their designee are 
hereby authorized to submit a grant application identified above on behalf of the Borough of 
High Bridge. 

 

 

 

 

 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant 
agreement on behalf of High Bridge and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the 
terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant 
agreement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hunterdon County Fire & EMS Grant Program 
(2026) Application Packet 

Program Overview 

The Hunterdon County Board of County Commissioners is proud to establish the 
Fire & EMS Grant Program to support the vital work of local fire departments and 
EMS providers. This program recognizes the many dedicated volunteers and 
professionals who serve on the front lines of emergency response. A total of 
$500,000 has been allocated for this program. 



Program Goal 

To support local fire departments and EMS squads that are on the front line of 
responding to emergencies and keeping Hunterdon County residents safe. 

Eligible Applicants 

- Municipal Governments 

- Fire Districts 

- Nonprofit Fire Departments and EMS/Rescue Squads in good standing. These 
agencies must be the primary provider of EMS or firefighting services for a 
Hunterdon County municipality. 

 
Eligible Uses of Funds 

- PPE (turnout gear) 
- SCBA 

- Radios 

- Cleaning equipment 
- Vehicles 

- Technical rescue equipment (including vehicle extrication tools, swift water 
rescue, rope rescue, etc. 
 
All items must have a minimum useful life of five (5) years or more. 

Funding 

Grant awards range from $10,000 to $35,000. No local match is required. 

Application Period 

June 5, 2026 – July 2, 2026 (4:30 PM Deadline) 

Evaluation Criteria 

- Demonstrated need 
- Public safety impact 
- Readiness 
- Cost effectiveness 
- Community benefit 

 

General Conditions 

All applicants must be in good standing. Funding recommendations will be made by 
an independent review committee and submitted to the Hunterdon County Board of 
County Commissioners for final approval. 

Financial Documentation Requirements 

Applicants shall submit copies of their organization’s most recent three (3) years of financial 
audits, annual financial statements, or other equivalent financial documentation acceptable 
to the County. Failure to provide the required documentation may result in the application 
being deemed incomplete or ineligible for consideration. 



Proof of Purchase Requirement 

Grant recipients shall be required to provide proof of purchase for all awarded equipment 
and materials prior to reimbursement or final disbursement of grant funds. Acceptable 
proof of purchase includes invoices, receipts, purchase orders, canceled checks, or other 
documentation approved by the County demonstrating that the approved equipment was 
purchased in accordance with the grant award. 

Record Retention and Verification 

Applicants and grant recipients shall maintain all financial records, invoices, receipts, 
procurement documents, and related supporting documentation for a minimum period of 
five (5) years following the award of grant funding. The County reserves the right to request 
additional documentation or conduct verification of purchases and expenditures at any time. 

Required Attachments 

Applicants must include the following documents with their application: 

• Copies of the organization’s previous three (3) years of financial audits, annual 
financial statements, or equivalent financial documentation 

• Current IRS determination letter, if applicable 
• Quote(s), estimate(s), or pricing documentation for requested equipment 
• Proof of good standing, including actively serving the Hunterdon County 

community on regular call-out rotation. 
 

Applications submitted without the required attachments may be considered incomplete and 
may not be reviewed. 

 

Please submit all completed applications to Rebecca Grohgans, Clerk of the Board, 
rviersma@co.hunterdon.nj.us 

mailto:rviersma@co.hunterdon.nj.us


 
 

 

Grant Application Form 

Organization Name:     

Entity Type: ☐ Municipal ☐ Fire District ☐ Nonprofit Fire ☐ EMS Squad 

Primary Contact:      

Phone:         Email:   

Project Title:    

Amount Requested: $  

Equipment Type (check all that apply): 

 

☐ PPE ☐ SCBA ☐ Radios ☐ Cleaning Equipment ☐ Vehicle ☐ Vehicle Extraction Tools ☐ 

Other:   

 

Project Description: 

 

 

 

Statement of Need: 

 

 

 

Impact on Public Safety: 

 

 

 

Authorized Official:    

Signature:  Date:    



BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MUNICIPAL TAX COLLECTOR TO PREPARE 
AND MAIL ESTIMATED TAX BILLS IN ACCORDANCE WITH P.L. 1994, C 72 

  
RESOLUTION: 151-2026     ADOPTED: 06/25/2026 
 

WHEREAS, due to the state review of the Borough of High Bridge budget, and in anticipation 
of the late adoption of the State of New Jersey’s budget and subsequent certification of the tax 
rate, the Certified Financial Officer and Tax Collector have recommended preparation of 
estimated property tax bills for 2026; 

WHEREAS, the municipal Tax Collector/Chief Financial Officer has computed an estimated tax 
levy in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3, and signed a certification showing the tax levies for 
the previous year, and the tax rates and the range of permitted estimated tax levies;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of High 
Bridge, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey as follows:  

1. The Municipal Tax collector is hereby authorized and directed to prepare and issue estimated 
tax bills for the municipality for the third installment of 2026 taxes. The Tax Collector shall 
proceed and take such actions as permitted and required by P.L. 1994, c72 (N.J.S.A. 54:4- 66.2 
and 54:4-66.3).  

2. The estimated tax levy for 2026 is hereby set at $4,185,569.00 

3. In Accordance with law the third installment of 2026 taxes shall not be subject to interest until 
the later of; the grace period or the twenty-fifth calendar day after the estimated tax bills were 
mailed. The estimated tax bills shall contain a notice specifying the date which interest may 
begin to accrue.  

 
CERTIFICATION  

 

Jennifer Harrington, CTC 

 
CERTIFICATION  

 

Peter Suh, CFO 



BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

BOROUGH EVENT EXEMPTIONS TO PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 184 AND 
CHAPTER 261 

 
RESOLUTION: 152-2026                                                ADOPTED: 06/25/2026 
 
WHEREAS, the street at Washington Village shall be repaved from July 6, 2026 to 
July 10, 2026; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Council wishes to facilitate alternative parking for the duration of the project; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Council wishes to allow temporary exemptions of Chapter 184 and Chapter 
261 to allow parking at the Union Forge Park parking lots; and 
 
WHEREAS, the temporary exemptions shall be in effect for the following dates:  
 

- DATE(s):  July 6, 2026, to July 10, 2026 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of High Bridge, in  
the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, it is established that the temporary exemptions 
above are granted for the above dates. 
 



BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO MEET IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

RESOLUTION: 153-2026    ADOPTED: 06/25/2026 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of High Bridge seek to discuss 
personnel matters and contract negotiations for South Branch Emergency Services, and 
such other issues as are announced during the open session of the Council Meeting on 
June 25, 2026 that can be discussed in Executive Session; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b, matters concerning 
personnel may be discussed in sessions from which members of the public may be 
excluded; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council are of the opinion that such discussions should, in 
the best interest of the citizens of the Borough of High Bridge, be held in Executive 
Session. 
              
WHEREAS, the Executive Session minutes will be released if and as required by law, 
including as to (1) pending or anticipated contract negotiations in which the Borough is 
or may become a party, the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property, and the setting 
of banking rates or investment of public funds, after the contract is signed or it is clear 
that negotiations will not resume, (2) pending or anticipated litigation, after the 
conclusion of the lawsuit in which the Borough is or may become a party, including the 
time for any appeals, or, if no lawsuit is filed, after the statute of limitations has run on 
the issue or it is otherwise clear that no lawsuit will be filed, (3) tactics and techniques 
utilized in protecting the safety and property of the public, if the disclosure would not 
impair such protection, and (4) matters that would impair the right to receive funds from 
the US Government if and when the impairment no longer exists. The Borough does not 
anticipate that executive session minutes covered by the following sections of the Open 
Public Meetings Act will be released: N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b(1)(information rendered 
confidential by State or Federal statute), b(3)(material constituting an unwarranted 
invasion of privacy), b(7)(advice falling within the attorney-client privilege), b(8)(certain 
employment matters, unless the affected employees or appointees request the release in 
writing) and b(9)(deliberations regarding the imposition of specific civil penalties)." 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of High Bridge, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey as follows: 
1. The general public shall be excluded from the discussions in these matters 
pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b. 
2. Matters discussed in Executive Session shall, when appropriate, be made public. 
3. Formal action may be taken following this Executive Session.  
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