
 
BOROUGH OF HIGH BRIDGE 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
Date: September 10, 2026 – 7:30 p.m. – Location: Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge NJ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALL TO ORDER 
Presiding Officer calls meeting to order and states: “Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of 2026 
meeting dates was published on the Borough’s website www.highbridge.org, in the Hunterdon Review and Star 
Ledger on January 14, 2026, and posted on the bulletin board at Borough Hall. Action may now be taken.” 

 
FLAG SALUTE:  LEAD BY MAYOR OR PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
ROLL CALL 

  Councilwoman Conroy  _______ Councilwoman Matos   _______ Mayor Lee _______ 
  Councilwoman Ferry   _______ Councilwoman Murdock _______  
  Councilwoman Hamlin  _______ Councilman Nowell   _______   
 
READING OF PRIOR MINUTES: NONE AS PER RESOLUTION 006-2026 
 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES: 08/13/2026 
Motion to approve the August 13, 2026 regular minutes: 

Roll call vote: Conroy, ___ ; Ferry, ___ ; Hamlin, ___ ; Murdock, ___ ; Nowell, ___ ; Matos, ___ ; 
 
VISITORS: NONE 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 

It is the policy of the Borough Council that all public comments shall be limited to three (3) minutes per person. 
Comments may be made on agenda topics only. Comments pertaining to Public Hearings should be saved for that 
section of the agenda. Each person may speak once during this public comment section. No debating between residents. 
Comments should be addressed to Mayor and Council at the public microphone. Although public comment is not a 
Q&A period, a response may be provided, if and when appropriate, following completion of public comment. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 
A. Ordinance 2026-013: Bond Ordinance Providing For The Replacement Of Water Mains In The  

Jenny Jump Neighborhood In And By The Borough Of High Bridge, In The County Of 
Hunterdon, New Jersey, Appropriating $3,500,000 Therefor And Authorizing The Issuance Of 
$3,500,000 Bonds Or Notes Of The Borough To Finance The Cost Thereof. 

 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2026-013:  
Roll call vote: Conroy, ___ ; Ferry, ___ ; Hamlin, ___ ; Murdock, ___ ; Nowell, ___ ; Matos, ___ ; 
 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2026-013:  
Roll call vote: Conroy, ___ ; Ferry, ___ ; Hamlin, ___ ; Murdock, ___ ; Nowell, ___ ; Matos, ___ ; 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2026-013:  
Roll call vote: Conroy, ___ ; Ferry, ___ ; Hamlin, ___ ; Murdock, ___ ; Nowell, ___ ; Matos, ___ ; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



B. Ordinance 2026-014: Bond Ordinance Providing For Various Capital Improvements In And By 
The Borough Of High Bridge, In The County Of Hunterdon, New Jersey, Appropriating 
$2,331,623 Therefor And Authorizing The Issuance Of $1,199,831 Bonds Or Notes Of The 
Borough To Finance Part Of The Cost Thereof. 

 
Motion to open the public hearing for Ordinance 2026-014:  
Roll call vote: Conroy, ___ ; Ferry, ___ ; Hamlin, ___ ; Murdock, ___ ; Nowell, ___ ; Matos, ___ ; 
 
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance 2026-014:  
Roll call vote: Conroy, ___ ; Ferry, ___ ; Hamlin, ___ ; Murdock, ___ ; Nowell, ___ ; Matos, ___ ; 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2026-014:  
Roll call vote: Conroy, ___ ; Ferry, ___ ; Hamlin, ___ ; Murdock, ___ ; Nowell, ___ ; Matos, ___ ; 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: NONE 

 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 
A. Consent Agenda 

 
RESOLUTION # TITLE 

Resolution - 184 - 2026 Accept Resignation of Laborer Harold Messler 
Resolution - 185 - 2026 Accept Retirement of Sergeant Jared Skobo 
Resolution - 186 - 2026 Acceptance of the 2025 Audit 
Resolution - 187 - 2026 Amend Borough Fees 
Resolution - 188 - 2026 Appointing Danielle Sena As Finance 2, Administrative Assistant 
Resolution - 189 - 2026 Appointing Frank Lestarchick As Entry Level Laborer In The Department Of 

Public Works 
Resolution - 190 - 2026 Approval of Limited Brewery Off-premises Event Permit And Event Code 

Exemptions 
Resolution - 191 - 2026 Authorization of Social Affairs Permit - Califon Fire Company - Golf Outing 
Resolution - 192 - 2026 Authorization To Utilize Hydrant Water Meter-NJ Transit 
Resolution - 193 - 2026 Axon Contract Renewal 
Resolution - 194 - 2026 Ch 159 - Highlands Grant Task 15 
Resolution - 195 - 2026 Ch 159 - Union Forge Park Improvements Grant 
Resolution - 196 - 2026 Change Utility Dwelling - 55 Church St 
Resolution - 197 - 2026 Exempt Veteran - Cancellation of Taxes - Olenick 
Resolution - 198 - 2026 Extra Duty Program 
Resolution - 199 - 2026 Form Of Emergency Resolution - NJSA 40A4-48 - Extraordinary Legal Expenses 
Resolution - 200 - 2026 Further Amend Borough Event Resolution - Grounds For Arts Fest 
Resolution - 201 - 2026 Updated Boards and Committee Appointments 

Motion to approve the consent agenda: 
Roll call vote: Conroy, ___ ; Ferry, ___ ; Hamlin, ___ ; Murdock, ___ ; Nowell, ___ ; Matos, ___ ; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES: 
 
A. Ordinance 2026-015: Amending Article V, Chapter 75 Contracted Off-Duty Employment,  

Contracted Off-Duty Employment 
 
Motion to introduce Ordinance 2026-015: 
Roll call vote: Conroy, ___ ; Ferry, ___ ; Hamlin, ___ ; Murdock, ___ ; Nowell, ___ ; Matos, ___ ; 
 
Mayor Lee states that the Ordinance 2026-015 shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and/or the Star 
Ledger if required and posted on the Borough’s website along with the public hearing date of September 24, 
2026. 

 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS: 

Official Department 
Councilwoman Conroy Website / Green Team / Environmental Commission / Emergency Services 
Councilwoman Murdock Education 
Councilwoman Ferry Historical / Economic Development / Board of Health 
Councilwoman Hamlin Newsletter / Golf / Parks and Recreation 
Councilwoman Matos Reports 
Councilman Nowell Social Media / Public Works and Engineering / Creative Team 
Administrator Administrator’s Report 
Mayor Michele Lee Executive Services 

 
LEGAL ISSUES: 

 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: 
Approval of Bills as signed and listed on the Bill Payment List.      Total Amount: $________________ 
Motion to approve bill list: 

Roll call vote: Conroy, ___ ; Ferry, ___ ; Hamlin, ___ ; Murdock, ___ ; Nowell, ___ ; Matos, ___ ; 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 3 MINUTES PER PERSON 

It is the policy of the Borough Council that all public comments on an issue shall be limited to three (3) minutes per 
person. Comments may be made on any subject pertaining to Borough issues. Each person may speak once during a 
public comments section. No debating between residents. Comments should be addressed to Mayor and Council at the 
public microphone. Although public comment is not a Q&A period, a response may be provided, if and when 
appropriate, following completion of public comment. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS FOR SOUTH BRANCH 
EMERGENCY SERVICES, CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS FOR TEAMSTERS’ LABORERS 
AND CLERICAL, CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS FOR PHOENIX ADVISORS SERVICES, 
PERSONNEL MATTERS FOR CFO POSITION 
 
Resolution 202-2026 - Motion to move into executive session: 
Roll call vote: Conroy, ___ ; Ferry, ___ ; Hamlin, ___ ; Murdock, ___ ; Nowell, ___ ; Matos, ___ ; 
Action may be taken. 
 
Motion to return to open session: 
Roll call vote: Conroy, ___ ; Ferry, ___ ; Hamlin, ___ ; Murdock, ___ ; Nowell, ___ ; Matos, ___ ; 
 
Motion to approve Resolution 203-2026 - Approving Memorandum Of Understanding With Teamsters Local 
469-Dpw Regarding A Successor Contract For The Years 2027 Through And Including 2030 
Roll call vote: Conroy, ___ ; Ferry, ___ ; Hamlin, ___ ; Murdock, ___ ; Nowell, ___ ; Matos, ___ ; 
 
Motion to approve Resolution 204-2026 - Form Of Emergency Resolution - NJSA 40A4-48 - Additional 
Accounting Services 



Roll call vote: Conroy, ___ ; Ferry, ___ ; Hamlin, ___ ; Murdock, ___ ; Nowell, ___ ; Matos, ___ ; 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion to adjourn:  
Roll call vote: Conroy, ___ ; Ferry, ___ ; Hamlin, ___ ; Murdock, ___ ; Nowell, ___ ; Matos, ___ ; 
 
Next Council Meeting: September 24, 2026 - 7:30 pm – Fire House, 7 Maryland Ave., High Bridge, NJ 

 


